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OUR BUREAU / NEW DELHI 

Bharatiya Janata Party President Jagat 
Prakash Nadda on Monday claimed 38 po-
litical parties have confirmed their partic-
ipation in a meeting of  the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) on Tuesday 
evening. 

In what is as of  now purely a game of  
numbers, as both sides step up their cam-
paign for the 2024 elections, the opposition 
claims to have mustered the support of  26 
parties. Nadda may tout the current num-
bers and claim that the NDA's reach and 
scope has increased over the years, but it 
is also a fact that the party’s oldest allies -- 
the Akali Dal and the Shiv Sena -- have 
fallen by the wayside for various reasons.    

Keen to regroup the formulation, Nadda 
told a press conference that he has sent in-
vitations for the NDA meeting to a host of  
existing and new BJP allies; he also dis-
closed that the ruling party has working 
overtime in the recent months to strike 
fresh alliances and win back those who had 
quit the ruling combine. CONTD. ON NATION 
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MOBILE GLITCH: 
FLIGHT RETURNS 

A Delhi-bound Air India flight 
from Udaipur returned to 

the bay soon after pushback 
on Monday due to an issue 
with the malfunctioning of a 
mobile phone charger of a 
passenger, according to 
officials. The flight AI 470 was 
delayed by at least an hour 
and later took off for Delhi, 
one of the officials said. An 
airline official said there was a 
malfunction of the mobile 
phone charger of a passenger. 
 Further, the airline official said 
the passenger noticed 
overheating of the mobile 
phone and alerted the cabin 
crew. Subsequently, the 
aircraft, which had pushed 
back, returned as a 
precautionary measure to 
ensure the safety of the 
passengers. However, an 
official at the Udaipur airport 
said there was apparently 
smoke onboard the aircraft 
following which it returned 
after pushback.  While the 
exact sequence of the 
development could not be 
immediately ascertained, 
reports claimed that there was 
an issue with a power bank of 
a passenger. 
 
CLOUD BURST 
IN KULLU  

At least one person was 
killed and three others 

were injured in a cloud burst 
that occurred near Kayas 
village in Kullu district around 
4am on Monday, the 
administration said. Earlier, 
IMD had tweeted that 
Himachal Pradesh is likely to 
receive heavy to very heavy 
showers on Monday. IMD has 
also issued a 'moderate to 
high risk' alert predicting flash 
floods in five districts of 
Himachal Pradesh till July 17. 
 
EUROPE: GETS 
SET FOR 48.8C 

A new fierce heat wave is 
expected to unleash 

record-breaking 48.8C 
temperatures in Europe this 
week as British tourists across 
the Mediterranean brace 
themselves for more 
unrelenting heat. Tourists have 
collapsed and fainted in Italy 
and Greece.

A fire broke out in the battery box of a coach of the Vande 
Bharat train heading from Madhya Pradesh capital Bhopal 
to New Delhi on Monday morning, a senior railway official 

said. This was the first instance of a fire breaking out in a Vande 
Bharat Express train. There were 37 passengers in the affected 
coach and they were shifted to other coaches immediately. No 
injury was reported to anyone in the incident, the official said. 
The fire was later doused and repairs were conducted. The train 
resumed its onward journey after more than three hours, the 
official said. 

Fire in Bhopal-Delhi Vande Bharat

KAMAL MISHRA / MUMBAI 

The Central Railway has shown re-
markable sensitivity and social re-
sponsibility by assisting grieving 
families in transporting the bodies 
of  their loved ones, with a total of  
1,540 cases handled over the past 39 
months. Of  these cases, 1,487 bodies 
were transported by the Mumbai di-
vision alone, reflecting the signifi-
cant role played by the railways in 
fulfilling this crucial humanitarian 
need. 
  “When unfortunate incidents 

such as deaths occur and relatives re-
quire transportation of  the deceased 
across longer distances, they often 
turn to Railways for assistance. The 

cost and time constraints associated 
with road transport for such dis-
tances make Railways the preferred 
mode of  conveyance. By choosing 
rail transport, families can ensure a 
more efficient and affordable process 
during these challenging times,” 
said the CR’s chief  public relations 
officer, Shivraj Manaspure. 

“To accommodate such requests, 
bodies are carried in the SLR 
(second sitting-cum-luggage rake) 
coach of  express mail trains. These 
coaches, either the last or the first 
SLR parcel-carrying coach in the 
train, can typically accommodate 
parcels weighing up to four tonnes. 
However, when a request is received 
to transport a body, the railway does 

not load any parcels in that particu-
lar SLR compartment, resulting in a 
loss of  revenue equivalent to four 
tonnes of  freight per compartment. 
This loss amounts to approximately 

Rs 30,000 per compartment,” he said. 
Despite the financial implica-

tions, the railway places a higher 
value on fulfilling its social respon-
sibility to assist families in their 
time of  sorrow.  

The charges levied by the railway 
for carrying a body are minimal, 
ranging from approximately Rs 
1,000 to Rs 1,500 for longer distances 
between Mumbai and destinations. 

According to the CR, from April 1, 
2020, until now, a total of  1,540 bod-
ies were booked by the railway. Each 
body was transported using one 
SLR compartment, at a cost ranging 
from Rs1,000-Rs1,500 per case, as per 
distance. 
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CR prioritises journey of lost lives over parcel revenue
IN THE LAST THREE YEARS ALONE, 1,487 OF 1,540 BODIES WERE TRANSPORTED BY THE MUMBAI DIVISION ALONE
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Nelson Mandela International Day

The indices rallied for 3rd day in 
a row to close at fresh lifetime 
high levels following buying in 
banking and oil stocks      

EK AKELA 26 PAR BHARI
BJP CLAIMS UPPER HAND IN NUMBER GAME

SANJEEV CHOPRA AND 
ANANYA SENGUPTA  

BENGALURU 

There is no greater adhesive 
for a political formulation 
than a common agenda, but in 
the case of  the Opposition, 
this agenda has got subsumed 
by its animosity towards the 
BJP, which in the case of  the 
Left and the Congress often 
borders on pathological ha-
tred.  So, it was a motley 
group of  rudderless 26 Oppo-
sition parties which arrived 
in Bengaluru on Monday for 
a two-day brainstorming ses-
sion with nothing to bind 
them but the overwhelming 
desire to defeat the BJP in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. 

But in these days of  optics – 
when agenda means little and 
ideology even less -- the por-
traits of  Sonia Gandhi, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul 
Gandhi, Mamata Banerjee, 
Sharad Pawar, Arvind Kejriw-
al, DMK chief  M K Stalin and 
leaders of  the Left made a 
lovely TV spectacle, reinforc-
ing the political message,  
"United We Stand. 

" Hailing the new found uni-
ty as "a game changer," Oppo-
sition leaders took a swipe at 
the BJP and its desperate at-
tempts to breathe life into a 
nondescript NDA which had 
become a "ghost". 

CONTD. ON NATION 

BJP NEEDS 
CRUTCHES, 
SAYS OPPN S BALAKRISHNAN / MUMBAI 

A full-fledged drama is cur-
rently being played out be-
tween ‘kaka’ (uncle) and ‘put-
nya’ (nephew) in Maharash-
tra. On July 2, Ajit Pawar re-
volted against his uncle 
Sharad Pawar and joined the 
BJP-Shiv Sena coalition gov-
ernment in Maharashtra tak-
ing along with him several 
MLAs of  the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP). He even 
moved the Election Commis-
sion of  India (ECI) with the 
prayer that he be recognised 
as the elected president of  the 
‘real’ NCP and be allot-
ted the party sym-
bol, a clock. 
There was a 
sense of  
deja vu be-
cause in 
June 2022, 
Eknath 
Shinde 
had simi-
larly re-
volted 
against Shiv 
Sena chief  Ud-
dhav Thackeray 
and joined the BJP 
with his flock to form the 
government. He too had 
moved the ECI for recognition 
as the real Sena and succeed-
ed. 

The one big difference be-
tween Ajit’s revolt and that of  
Shinde is that the former has 
gone back to his uncle, sought 
his blessings and appealed for 

unity. Shinde 
did no such 

thing. Many won-
der why Ajit revolted in 

the first place if  he wanted to 
go to his uncle and speak of  
party unity. Other rebel 
MLAs, including senior NCP 
leader Praful Patel too went 
along with Ajit, calling on 
Sharad Pawar at the Y B Cha-
van Centre and sought his 
guidance. Patel went to the ex-

tent of  saying, “Pawar is our 
God.” He however, failed to ex-
plain why he and his cohorts 
revolted against their ‘God’ in 
the first place. 

The whole episode appears 
so surreal that one wonders if  
Ajit’s revolt and his subse-
quent genuflection before his 
Kaka has been entirely script-
ed by the older Pawar, in tan-
dem with the BJP.  
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One 
wonders if Ajit’s 

revolt and subsequent 
genuflection has been 
entirely scripted by the 

older Pawar…, and how he 
will explain these stage-

managed twists and 
turns to opposition 

leaders

Chacha-Bhatija 
reverse swing

DHARMESH THAKKAR / MUMBAI 

A hitherto absconding Air-
port Customs 
superintendent, booked for 
extortion by Mumbai Police, 
has mysteriously rejoined 
duty in the sensitive narcotics 
cell at the Mumbai Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport. Eyebrows are 
being raised in the Customs 
department over the return 
of  the disgraced Airport Cus-
toms superintendent, Neelka-
mal Chhotalal Singh, who 
was booked by the Agripada 
police station for cheating 
and extortion of  Rs 1 crore 
last month.  

The accused, Neelkamal 
Singh, posted at the sensitive 
Narcotics Cell Customs Pre-
ventive (NCCP) of  the Rum-
maging and Intelligence Divi-
sion (R&I) of  Mumbai Cus-
toms Zone 3, CSMIA, had 
been absconding for over a 
month after being named in 
the police FIR for extortion. 
His anticipatory bail was re-

jected by the sessions court 
and Mumbai Police, who vis-
ited Airport Customs to ques-
tion him, were told that the 
accused was on leave.  

The extortion case was reg-
istered by the GRP in June 
2023 and later, transferred  
to the Agripada police  
station, based on a complaint 
by a businessman, Aliasgar 
Patanwala.  

The Customs superinten-
dent duo, Neelkamal Singh 
and Lalit Bilsare, had threat-
ened Patanwala with arrest 
for GST evasion of  Rs 3.5 
crore and extorted over Rs 1 
crore from him to settle the 
case.  CONTD. ON NATION 

 Absconding 
Customs officer 
back on the job

Eyebrows are being raised in the Customs  
department over the return of the disgraced airport 

customs superintendent, Neelkamal Chhotalal Singh, 
who was booked by the Agripada police station for 

cheating and extortion of Rs 1 crore last month

UNFAZED BY TAINT CITY SEES SPATE 
OF DROWNINGS
STAFF REPORTER / MUMBAI 

A 30-year-old man died after 
drowning in a pond in 
Bhayandar at around 8.30 pm 
on Monday. According to fire 
brigade personnel, the de-
ceased, Amit Ashutosh Das, 
was a resident of  Fatak Road 
in Bhayandar (West) and the 
incident took place at Mandli 
Talao, located on the premises 
of  a community hall building. 
Das entered the pond for a 
swim at around 7pm, against 
the advice of  his friends. 
When he failed to come out af-
ter more than an hour, his 
friends informed the fire 
brigade. 

Fire brigade personnel re-
trieved Das’s body from the 
pond. The body has been sent 
for post mortem to the nearby 
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi Civil 
Hospital. An accidental death 
report has been registered at 
the Bhayandar station. A 17-
year-old boy living in Sai Sa-
hakar Society at Lokmanya 
Nagar, Thane, drowned at Up-
van Lake on Monday. The in-
cident took place at around 
1.45pm when the teen went 
swimming with four friends. 

Regional Disaster Manage-
ment Cell chief, Thane, Yasin 
Tadvi, said: “We received the 
information at the disaster 
management cell room at 
around 2.15pm on Monday 
about a 17-year-old boy drown-
ing near Ganapati Visarjan 
Ghat opposite Palaidevi Tem-
ple at Upvan Lake. The boy 
was identified as Aditya Lax-
man Pawar and he was a stu-
dent of  12th standard in 
Thakur College at Savarkar 
Nagar.” SEE CITY 

Delhi row may go to Const Bench
FROM OUR BUREAU / NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court indicated 
on Monday that the Delhi gov-
ernment’s challenge to the Or-
dinance issued by the Centre 
giving the latter control of  
services may be referred to a 
Constitution Bench. 
 A Bench of  Chief  Justice 

of  India DY Chandrachud 
and Justices PS Narasimha 
and Manoj Misra said, "For 
the first time, they have used 
power conferred under clause 
7 of  Article 239AA to take 

services outside the purview 
of  Delhi government...In a 
way, the Constitution has 
been amended...We have to 
see, is that permissible? We 
will hear the challenge to the 
Ordinance by a Constitution 

Bench. We have to see, (if) by 
doing this, can you amend the 
Constitution?" 

In the same hearing, the 
court also urged both the 
elected government of  Delhi 
and the Lieutenant Governor 

to set aside their political dif-
feren-ces and jointly suggest 
a name for the person who 
should head the Delhi Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (DERC). 

"Why don't two constitu-
tional functionaries (the Delhi 
L-G and CM) sit down and 
make it work? They have to 
rise above political bickering. 
We do not want to step into 
this, we want both sides to ar-
rive at a solution," said the 
bench, fixing another hearing 
on July 20. CONTD. ON NATION 

‘For the first time, they have used power conferred 
under clause 7 of Article 239AA to take services 
outside the purview of Delhi government...In a 

way, the Constitution has been amended...We have 
to see, is that permissible? – SC BENCH

URVI MAHAJANI / MUMBAI 

The Bombay High Court on 
Monday came down heavily 
on the Union government for 
trying to separate a Russian 
woman, married to an Indian, 
from their six-month-old in-
fant, after her OCI card ex-
pired due to divorce with her 
first husband. 

A division bench of  Jus-
tices Gautam and Neela 
Gokhale said: “There is a 
woman with a child. Don’t let 
nationalities come into this.” 
Asking authorisers to take a 
humane approach, the bench 

said: “The idea of  governance 
that all citizens are consid-
ered suspect is not palatable.” 

The HC was hearing a peti-
tion filed by a Russian 
woman, 38, challenging the 
exit permit issued to her to 
leave the country after her di-
vorce. The plea also raised an 
important question about 
Section 7A (3) of  the Citizen-
ship Act. Along with the 
woman, her current husband, 
their infant daughter and her 
son from a previous marriage 
are also petitioners in the plea 
challenging the exit permit  
issued to her CONTD. ON NATION 

Union government is trying to separate the 
woman, married to an Indian, from their six-

month-old infant, after her OCI card expired due 
to divorce from first husband

HC protects Russian 
from forcible exit

PUBG ‘lovebirds’ in ATS bind
FPJ DESK / GREATER NOIDA 

Call it a love story or a 
spy story or the love sto-
ry of  a spy, who just 

happens to be a householder 
with four kids – any which 
way, it has gone awry. Realis-
ing that it needed answers to 
all these questions, the Uttar 
Pradesh ATS picked up Pak-
istani national Seema Haider 
and her paramour Sachin 
Meena from their house here 
on Monday, trying to delve 
deeper into the motive behind 
Seema’s visa-less entry into 
India from Nepal, with four 
children in tow. 

Sachin’s father and 
Seema’s children have also 
been picked up. Earlier in the 
day, it was reported that the 
couple was missing.  

Seema Haider, a Pakistani 
with four children, had en-

tered India via the Nepal bor-
der. She claimed to be in love 
with Sachin Meena, with 
whom she had come in contact 
while playing PUBG. The two 
reportedly tied the knot in 
Nepal and she has been living 
with Sachin’s family in Noida. 

However, they appear to 
have stirred a hornet’s nest, 
with a section of  the media 
claiming that Seema was an 
ISI agent. Her previous 
boyfriend from Pakistan and 
husband from Saudi Arabia 
also jumped into the contro-
versy, by giving lengthy inter-
views to TV channels. 

CONTD. ON NATION 

■ Formal 
Opposition  
talks will be 
held today  

■ The agenda was 
finalised over a 
dinner meeting  

■ Sharad Pawar 
will join the 
meeting today  

■ Dinner saw 
Mamata and 
Sonia seated 
next to each 
other 

Chirag Paswan 
Back in NDA 
Chirag Paswan, the leader 

of the Lok Janashakti 
Party, will join the NDA, the 
BJP announced shortly after 
his meeting with Amit 
Shah. "I welcome him to 
the NDA family," BJP chief 
JP Nadda declared as the 
NDA readies to showcase 
its strength. Chirag, the 
political heir to Dalit 
stalwart Ram Vilas Paswan, 
had walked out of the NDA 

CONTD. ON NATION 

This selfless act of 
providing affordable 

and timely transportation for 
the deceased has resulted in 
a substantial revenue 
sacrifice for the railway. 

Ajit Pawar, 
after meeting 
party chief 
Sharad 
Pawar in 
Mumbai on 
Monday, the 
second time 
in two days.

■ Sonia may be made president of the 
front, and Nitish Kumar the convenor 

■ Name of front may have word 
"India" in it. Tag line will be "United 
we stand".



ABHIJIT MULYE / MUMBAI 
 

The opposition staged a boy-
cott in the legislative council 
after its demand to move a 
disqualification motion 
against deputy chairperson 
Dr Neelam Gorhe was turned 
down by her. The leaders then 
called on Governor Ramesh 
Bais demanding her dis-
missal. 

As the house convened on 
the first day of  the monsoon 
session on Monday, the oppo-
sition members started rais-
ing slogans. However, Deputy 
Chief  Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis said that the busi-
ness of  the house cannot com-
mence unless the new minis-
ters are introduced. 

Peasants and Worker Party 
leader Jayant Patil then 
raised the issue regarding Dr 
Gorhe. “The person who 

holds constitutional position 
loses the party membership. 
However, the deputy chair-
person of  the house has 
switched over from the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) to the rival Sena 
led by Chief  Minister Eknath 
Shinde. and hence she needs 
to resign the constitutional 
post,” Patil said. Upon re-
marks from treasury benches 
asking Patil to move court 
over the issue, Patil said, 
“That is easier for you.” 

Dr Gorhe put across her 
side amidst the sloganeering 
from opposition benches. 

“I’m a democratic person. I 
should have allowed discus-
sion over the issue had you at-
tended the meeting of  group 
leaders and sought to move a 
proper motion. But you didn’t 
attend the meeting of  group 
leaders. You didn’t discuss 
anything,” she said. She 
added that the issue can be 
discussed later so that mem-
bers from both the sides will 
be able to speak. 

However, the demand for 
discussion over the issue 
started growing. She then 
said that the house would 

work according to rule, over 
which the opposition staged a 
walkout. 

Leader of  the Shiv Sena 
(UBT) in the legislative coun-
cil, Ambadas Danve, told me-
dia persons in the Vidhan 
Bhavan complex that Gorhe 
has been “suspended” by the 
Uddhav Thackeray-led party, 
which is why she “does not 
have the right” to remain the 
council’s deputy chairperson. 
He too met the Governor later. 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader 
Anil Parab said that the party 
would move a petition against 
all the three members of  the 
party who have switched 
sides in the upper house. 
“Their move amounts to anti-
party activity and hence a pe-
tition would be moved with 
the legislature secretary to 
end their membership of  the 
house,” he said.

ATEEQ SHAIKH / MUMBAI 
 

Over 2000 farmers will 
protest on July 26 in Mumbai 
against the state government 
acquiring their land for a pit-
tance for Jalna-Nanded Ex-
pressway. 

Comrade Rajan Kshir-
sagar, the general secretary 
of  Maharashtra Rajya Kisan 
Sabha, said that the govern-
ment has done “injustice to 
Marathwada farmers” by 
providing 20% lesser com-
pensation than the ready 
reckoner rate while deter-
mining the compensation. 
“As compared to the Mumbai-
Nagpur Expressway, the com-
pensatory payout to Marath-
wada farmers is even more 
reduced,” he said. 

Detailing out the flaws in 
regulation, he said that the 
government, to acquire land, 
is using the Maharashtra 
Highways Act, 1955, which 
was drawn from the repres-
sive British Act of  1894. 

Around 2,200 hectares of  
land is to be acquired by the 
Maharashtra State Road De-
velopment Corporation to 
build the 179.85km Jalna-
Nanded Expressway. The esti-
mated project cost is Rs14,500 
crore and the alignment pass-
es through 87 villages. 

“Additionally, for decades 
after the Maharashtra High-
ways Act was enacted, the 
concept of  expressways was 
alien to India. All the roads 
and highways had 
democratic participation of  
the population; right from a 
bullock cart used by a farmer 

to a cyclist and passenger ve-
hicles, buses and trucks,” 
said Kshirsagar. 

He said that only a certain 
category of  population is per-
mitted to use the 
expressways. “Moreover, the 
government is earning rev-
enue from optic fibre cables, 
gas pipelines, other firms for 
utilities, tourism, 
commercial establishments, 
etc. that are laid along the ex-
pressway. However, the farm-
ers on whose land these facil-
ities are coming up are being 
given a raw deal,” he added. 

The farmers intend to reg-
ister their protest with Maha-
rashtra Chief  Minister Ek-
nath Shinde and Public 
Works Department Minister 
Dadaji Bhuse on how the gov-

ernment’s policies are anti-
farmer and for the benefit of  
the corporates. About 2,000 
farmers from the areas of  
Parbhani, Jalna and Nanded 
will congregate at Azad Maid-
an. 

Kshirsagar said, “Today, 
road development is a corpo-
rate business and a major in-
come source for private com-
panies. Earlier there was no 
toll to use a highway, but now 
it’s collected and an outdated 
law is used to acquire land. 
We want the government to 
pay fair compensation to 
farmers as per the Land Ac-
quisition Act, 2013 and the 
land under the project be reg-
istered as horticulture as per 
the provisions of  the Irriga-
tion Act, 1976.”
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Jalna-Nanded E’way: Pittance for 
land will bring farmers on streets 

Farmers want the govt to pay fair compensation as per the Land 
Acquisition Act, 2013; demand that project land be registered as  

horticulture as per the provisions of the Irrigation Act, 1976 

THE PROTEST OVER…
Injustice to 
Marathwada 

farmers by 
providing 20% 
lesser 
compensation 
than the ready 
reckoner rate.

The state is using 
the Maharashtra 

Highways Act, 
1955, which was 
drawn from the 
repressive 
British Act of 
1894.

For decades after the 
Maharashtra Highways Act was 

enacted, the concept of expressways 
was alien to India. The state is 
earning revenue from optic fibre 
cables, gas pipelines, utilities, tourism, 
commercial establishments, etc along 
the expressway.

Farmers on whose land 
these facilities are coming 

up are being given a raw deal.

The state’s policies are 
anti-farmer and for the 

benefit of the corporates.
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ABHIJIT MULYE / MUMBAI 
 

NCP chief  Sharad Pawar 
made it clear, yet again, that he 
won’t go with the BJP after 
MLAs from his nephew Ajit 
Pawar’s faction met him the 
second time on Monday. At 
least 15 MLAs met him at the 
YB Chavan Centre, expressing 
their wish for the NCP to re-
main united. They held a 90-
minute discussion with their 
party supremo but he refused 
to budge. 

NCP leader Praful Patel jus-
tified the second meeting, say-
ing that some of  the MLAs had 
not been able to meet Sharad 
Pawar earlier. He also clarified 
that he and Ajit Pawar would 
attend the BJP-led NDA meet-
ing in Delhi on Tuesday (today, 
July 18). Patel said, “He just 
heard us and didn’t react.” 

Later in the evening, NCP 
state unit president Jayant 
Patil made Sharad Pawar’s 
stand clear at a press confer-
ence and said that the question 
of  going with the BJP doesn’t 
arise. Patil said, “Anyone com-
ing to the Y B Chavan Centre 
can meet Sharad Pawar, but 
that doesn’t mean there is 
change in the party’s stand.” 

Meanwhile, the Shiv Sena 

(UBT) and Congress party crit-
icised the Ajit Pawar faction 
over the meetings. “This is 
their attempt to garner sup-
port,” Sena (UBT) leader Am-
badas Danve said, while Con-
gress leader Yashomati 
Thakur said that “a group 
within the NCP joining the 
government has not gone 
down well with anyone and the 

repeated attempts to contact 
the party chief  appear to be a 
measure to reassure support-
ers”. 

Earlier in the day, only eight 
NCP members were seen on 
the opposition benches and at 
least 15 were on the treasury 
benches on the first day of  the 
monsoon session of  the state 
legislature. The NCP 

members also stayed away 
from the demonstrations by 
opposition legislators on the 
steps of  Vidhan Bhavan 
before the beginning of  the 
session. 

Patil, however, clarified and 
said that the seating in the 
house is temporary and would 
change once the situation be-
comes clearer.

Futile 2nd visit by Ajit  
faction, NCP chief firm

While Praful Patel justified the meeting saying that some leaders hadn’t 
met the party chief earlier, Jayant Patil said no change in party stand

Opp seeks Gorhe’s ouster, stages walkout
Their move amounts to 
anti-party activity and 
hence a petition would be 
moved with the legislature 
secretary to end their 
membership of the house. 

Anil Parab

I’m a democratic person. I 
should have allowed 
discussion over the issue had 
you attended the meeting of 
group leaders and sought to 
move a proper motion.  

Dr Neelam Gorhe
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The state government will 
bring the supply of  seeds un-
der the Essential Commodi-
ties (Maharashtra Amend-
ment) Act to prevent farmers 
from being cheated through 
spurious products, Deputy 

Chief  Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis announced at the 
Legislative Assembly on the 
first day of  the monsoon ses-
sion on Monday. 

“If  [someone is] arrested 

for supplying spurious seeds, 
it will be a non-bailable and 
cognisable offence,” 
Fadnavis told the house 
while replying to the ad-
journment motion moved by 
Congress Legislative Party 
leader Balasaheb Thorat on 
the issue of  rain scarcity, lack 

of  sowing and supply of  bo-
gus seeds. Speaker Rahul 
Narwekar, however, rejected 
the motion. 

“Kharif  sowing is heavily 
affected due to long intervals 

between the rains. Farmers 
are facing the challenge of  re-
sowing. This is an emergency 
for farmers. The assembly 
needs to discuss this issue 
immediately,” Thorat said. 

He added, “Kharif  area of  
the state is 1.42 crore hectares 
of  which sowing has been 
completed only on 68 lakh 
hectares. In Konkan region 
the percentage is only about 
16.3% while in Pune region it 
is around 30%. In Vidarbha, 
north Maharashtra and large 
parts of  Marathwada the 
first sowing has gone waste 
due to long intervals and re-
sowing will have to be done.” 

Thorat said farmers have 
not received any of  the relief  
announced for calamities last 
year. He said plans for distrib-
uting seeds and fertilisers for 
free should have been ready 
with the government, but of-
ficials have not even started 
deliberations over these 
points. Farmers are also fac-
ing problems related to spuri-
ous seeds and fertilisers, yet 
the government is busy with 
politics, Thorat said. 

Fadnavis said, “Maharash-
tra has formed a contingency 
plan because of  the delayed 
monsoon. The state is ready 
for situations like double 
sowing, crop failure and spu-
rious seed supply that would 
affect production. The plan is 
in place.” The opposition, 
however, was not happy with 
the reply and staged a walk-
out.

State to bring seeds under 
Essential Commodities Act

If [someone is] arrested 
for supplying spurious 
seeds, it will be a non-
bailable and cognisable 
offence. 
 
As part of a monsoon 
contingency plan, we are 
ready for situations like 
double sowing, crop 
failure and spurious seed 
supply that would affect 
production. 

Deputy CM Devendra 
Fadnavis 

Kharif sowing is heavily 
affected due to long intervals 
between the rains. Farmers are 
facing the challenge of re-
sowing. This is an emergency 
for farmers. 
 
Farmers have not received any 
of the relief announced for 
calamities last year. Plans for 
distributing seeds and fertilisers 
for free should have been ready 
with the government. 

 CLP leader  
Balasaheb Thorat 
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With the Supreme Court (SC) rejecting its re-
view petition in March this year, the BMC will 
have to rework the capital values of  all proper-
ties in Mumbai. It might also have to refund 
thousands of  crores of  rupees to taxpayers 
who have paid property tax from 2010 to 2012 
on the basis of  the capital value system. This 
complication has delayed the bills issued to 
owners in May every year. 

The BMC’s review petition had challenged 

the Bombay High Court order of  2019 
setting aside certain rules for retro-
spective tax assessment. As per the 
SC’s direction, the BMC has to frame 
new rules and issue fresh bills to tax-
payers. The court has also quashed 

the special assessment order and bills 
raised under the new system from 
2010, necessitating a refund or ad-
justment of  the excess amount col-
lected from citizens.  

A civic official said that it won’t be 

possible to refund thousands of  crores of  ru-
pees so they have requested the state govern-
ment to make amendments to the BMC Act. 
The procedure will take at least another 
month, following which property tax bills can 
be issued in August, he said. However, the 
delay has already affected the property tax col-
lection in the last three months. As per data, 
Rs260 crore of  revenue has been earned from 
property tax from April 1 to July 16 this year. 
The BMC earned around Rs399 crore in the 
same period last year. 

KALPESH MHAMUNKAR  
AND VISHAL SINGH / MUMBAI 
 

The state Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT), constituted 
under the Economic Offences 
Wing (EOW), visited the BMC 
headquarters on Monday and 
collected information per-
taining to the three prelimi-
nary enquiries (PEs) opened 
in the alleged scams in the 
BMC during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

While the first PE pertains 
to Rs206 crore addi-
tional expenses to 
acquire Dahisar 
land, the second PE 
pertains to the al-
leged corruption 
of  Rs200 crore in 
the information 
technology, road 
and traffic depart-
ments and the 
third is regarding more than 
60 works worth Rs5,000 crore 
in the roads department and 
five related departments of  
the civic body. In the first PE, 
the Dahisar land was origi-
nally marked for public 
amenities in the 
Development Plan (DP). 

The five-member team 
headed by Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Police  Sangram-
sinh Nishandar visited the 
DP department and collected 
the files. It also sought clarifi-

cation on information it al-
ready has, and met Joint 
Commissioner (Improve-
ment) Ramesh Pawar, who is 
also the nodal officer between 
the BMC and the SIT.  

A senior police official said 
the EOW started the probe by 
registering three preliminary 
inquiries (PEs) and action 
would be taken by registering 
an FIR if  the documents re-
veal any corruption. He said 
documents for all PEs are be-
ing collected and will be sepa-

rated and exam-
ined, including the 
signatories. A PE 
means a fact 
finding enquiry in 
the nature of  an in-
vestigation into any 
complaint or re-
port, before initiat-
ing a regular in-
quiry. 

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) report on 
the BMC has noted that land 
measuring 32,395 sqmt ac-
quired at Eksar Village was 
reserved in the DP to set up 
public amenities in 1993 and 
overvalued by 716% due to 
eight-year delay. 

While the proposal was 
moved in 2011, it was 
acquired only in 2020. The 
CAG report also observed 
that the then civic chief  in 
2019 opposed the acquisition.
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The Competition Commis-
sion of  India (CCI) has issued 
notices to film exhibitor PVR 
Inox multiplex chain for al-
leged discrimination in 
screening films by small and 
independent filmmakers to 
favour only big star cast films. 
The CCI order was on a peti-
tion of  former IPS officer 
turned legal activist YP 
Singh, alleging bias by the ex-
hibitor controlling majority 
of  the screens in India. The 
anti-monopoly commission 
asked PVR to respond in four 
weeks. 

Singh has alleged in his pe-
tition that by heavy promo-
tion of  low-content formula 
films, made by big production 
houses with massive budgets, 
the true creativity of  high-
content filmmakers has been 

killed. “Even directors who 
want to make high-content 
films are constrained to adopt 
formula films. This is neither 
good for the industry nor is it 
healthy for the intellectual 
growth of  our nation,” he 

said.  
The former IPS officer is on 

the verge of  completing a film 
titled ‘The Indian Supari 
Company’, based on the legal 
system. “The essential theme 
of  the film is the creation of  a 

corporate entity to manipu-
late the law using investiga-
tive agencies,” he explained.  

He alleged monopolistic 
entities controlling the exhi-
bition business of  screening 
films while seeking release of  

his film with PVR Inox in the 
dominant position creating 
formidable entry barriers 
and iniquitous allocations of  
screens for independent 
films.  

“PVR has been entering 
into special tie-ups with large 
production houses to give an 
enormously large number of  
theatre screens, intensive 
promotion through trailers 
and displays, and other terms 
which are kept secret – such 
privileges not available to 
high-content independent 
filmmakers. This 
undermines equal opportuni-
ties,” Singh has alleged. 

SOMENDRA SHARMA / MUMBAI 
 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has attached 
the residential property of  
one of  the key accused in a 
2022 gangster Dawood 
Ibrahim’s D-Company case, 
officials said on Monday. 

The accused, Arif  
Abubakar Shaikh alias Arif  
Bhaijaan, was arrested in the 
case registered by the NIA on 
February 3, 2022. Arif ’s house 
at Mangal Nagar in Mira 
Road East, Thane, has now 
been attached as ‘proceeds of  
terrorism’ under section 25 
(1) of  the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) 1967. 

The NIA has already filed a 
charge sheet against three ar-
rested accused (Arif  Bhaijan, 
Shabbir Abubakar Shaikh 
alias Shabbir Takla, and Mo-
hammad Salim Qureshi alias 
Salim Fruit) and two wanted 
people (Dawood Ibrahim 
Kaskar and Shakeel Mohid-

din Shaikh alias Chota Sha-
keel) under Sections of  the 
UAPA and the Indian Penal 
Code in the case. 

The case pertains to terror 
/ criminal activities of  the in-
ternational terrorist network 
of  D-Company involving Da-
wood and his associates, in-
cluding Haji Anees alias 
Anees Ibrahim Shaikh, Sha-
keel, Javed Patel alias Javed 
Chikna and Ibrahim 
Mushtaq Abdul Razzaq Mem-
on alias Tiger Memon en-
gaged in arms smuggling, 
narco terrorism, money laun-
dering, circulation of  fake In-
dian currency and unautho-
rised possession of  assets for 
raising terror funds while 
working in active collabora-
tion with international ter-
rorist organisations, includ-
ing Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
and Al Qaeda (AQ). This case 
was registered suo moto by 
the NIA.

Property tax 
earned last 

fiscal  

`5,368 cr

Owners get 
three months 

from the time of 
receiving the 

bills to pay tax

December: 
Remaining  

50%

August: 
Deadline 

for paying  

50% tax

After 90 days, 
BMC sends 

reminders and 
notices to 

defaulters

Penalty 
2% in 

case bills 
are not 

paid 

`6,000  
crore Expected 
tax in 2023-24  

Prop tax bills delayed as BMC stares at colossal refunds

PVR gets anti-monopoly commission notice

Ex-IPS officer YP Singh alleges that the exhibitor 
discriminates against independent filmmakers

The SIT under 
EOW visited the 

DP dept to 
collect 

documents  
on Monday

Covid scam: Land in 
Dahisar acquired at 

716% higher cost

D-company case: 
Property of key 

accused attached
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The state government moved 
a proposal for supplementary 
demands of  Rs41,243.21 crore 
on the first day of  the mon-
soon session of  the state legis-
lature on Monday. 

Demands worth 
Rs13,091.21 crore are manda-
tory demands, while 
demands worth Rs25,611.38 
crore are under planned pro-
gramme expenditure, and de-
mands worth Rs2,540.62 crore 
are raised for the grants ex-
pected to be received under 
the schemes sponsored by the 
Centre. Hence, the absolute 
load of  the demands worth 
Rs41,243.21 crore is actually 
Rs35,883.31 crore, the 
proposal has said. 

Some of  the major de-
mands are for Rs5,856 crore  

towards the state’s share in 
Jal Jeevan Mission general 
factors and quality control 
and surveys and Rs4,000 
crore for transferring 
benefits under Namo Shetkar 
Mahasanman Nidhi Yojana 
for farmers. 

Demand for Rs3,563.16 
crore has been raised to be 
able to give the arrears of  the 
Seventh Pay Commission for 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff  of  aided schools in the 
state and that of  Rs2,100 crore 
has been raised to be able to 
pay the stamp duty on Metro 
Rail projects. 

Among the departments, 
the Urban Development de-
partment has the largest 
share of  these demands with 
Rs6,224.55 crore, followed by 
the department of  water sup-
ply and sanitation (Rs5,873.91 
crore), agriculture, animal 
husbandry and dairy devel-
opment (Rs5,219.80 crore), 
school education and sports 
department (Rs5,121.10 crore) 
and social justice (Rs4,244.41 
crore).

Moved: Proposal 
for supplementary 

demands worth 
`41,243.21 cr
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The Bombay High Court on 
Monday directed Bollywood 
filmmaker Mushtaq Nadiad-
wala to issue a private 
notice via courier to 
his estranged Pak-
istani wife in his 
plea seeking the re-
turn of  their two mi-
nor children from 
Pakistan. The film-
maker has alleged that 
they have been taken by his 
Pakistani wife to the neigh-
bouring country.  

Advocate Kuldeep Patil, ap-
pearing for Interpol, in-
formed the HC that they have 
established contact with the 

authorities in Islamabad. A 
report submitted by the Inter-
pol stated that the children 
are attending school and are 
happy with their mother. It 

also mentioned that she 
had obtained a divorce 

from the filmmaker 
through court pro-
ceedings. 

Beni Chatterji, 
appearing for Nadi-

adwala, contended 
that he should be allowed 

to interact with their chil-
dren. However, the bench, af-
ter going through the Interpol 
report, remarked that the 
wife was granting access and 
it was the petitioner who had 
not been in contact.  

Chatterji contended that 
the children were Indian citi-
zens and should be brought 
back to their father. He 
claimed that Nadiadwala fre-
quently calls and sends gifts 
on birthdays. He alleged that 
the children speak for a few 
seconds on the phone and are 
under the influence of  the 
mother. Both the children are 
minors and cannot apply for 
passports or opt for citizen-
ship as well, argued Chatterji. 

Advocate for the Ministry 
of  External Affairs informed 
the court that they have sent 
seven communications to 
their counterparts in Pak-
istan, but have not received 
any reply. 

Filmmaker can issue pvt notice 
to estranged wife in Pakistan

Mumbai: The CBI has registered a case against a Nagpur-based 
company and its directors for allegedly causing a loss of Rs16.85 
crore to Union Bank of India. The company is into poultry farming 
and trading of agro products like paddy, maize, wheat and rice. A 
written complaint dated June 28 was received by the CBI. The 

agency alleged that the firm and other accused persons entered 
into a criminal conspiracy, committed criminal breach of trust and 
criminal misconduct from 2011 to 2018 by dishonestly releasing 
pledged primary security in an legal manner, and fraudulently 
diverting credit facilities sanctioned to the company. 

CBI books firm in `16cr loan default case 

n 15th Pay Commission 
Rs1,398 cr 

n Special help in Centre’s 
share of capital 
expenditure Rs1,200 cr 

n Shravanbal Seva Rajya 
Nivrutti Yojana  
Rs1,100 cr 

n MSRTC Rs 1,100 cr 

n Special allocation for 
municipal corporation 
and council areas 
Rs1,000 cr
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Considered the second oldest 
fire temple which is visited by 
eminent Parsis like Tatas, Ca-
mas and Darashaws, 
Dadysett Agiary at D N Road 
is reeling under the problem 
of  sewage water inundation. 
Though the problem has per-
sisted since February, it has 
aggravated in the past two 
weeks, averred the devotees 
and management of  Dadysett 
Agiary. The entrance to the 
temple has become inaccessi-
ble as dirty water gets accu-
mulated before the steps, near 

wash area, passage and the 
Holy Well from which water 
is drawn for rituals. 

Expressing concern over 
potential health problems re-
sulting from sewage water, 

one of  the trustees said that 
the recurring problem exists 
since February. “We complain 
to the BMC, its people would 
come, do some work and the 
problem would get solved, but 

for time-being. For the past 
two weeks, the problem has 
grown with sewage water 
oozing out and making the 
premises very dirty.” 

A devotee said, “The dirty 
water has ruined both the 
front and back entrances. We 
are unable to access the Holy 
Well due to the dirty water 
that surrounds it.” Another 
devotee suspected that the on-
going Metro work near Agia-
ry was the reason behind the 
problem. The fire temple's 
drain line that connects with 
the channel on the main D N 
Road was blocked for Metro 
work. This led to water get-

ting accumulating inside in-
stead being flushed out, the 
person surmises. 

Ishant Tale, Utility Manag-
er of  L&T that is doing the 
Metro work at Hutatma 
Chowk said, “We have been 
working here for the past 
three years. The problem was 
never there. We have pumps 
to flush out the water but due 
to a choke in a gutter, it's not 
getting flushed out. We have 
also spoken to the BMC.” 

When contacted, Jaydeep 
More, Assistant Municipal 
Commissioner of  A Ward, 
said, “I will send a team to 
check on the issue.”

Mumbai: The Sakinaka police have arrested two men 
belonging to the tak-tak gang for an alleged theft on July 
11 and three laptops have been recovered from them. 
The suspects were arrested from Wajreshvari in Thane. 
Tak-tak gangs position themselves near car parking areas 

and scatter Rs10 notes around a targeted vehicle to 
distract the driver and steal laptops and valuables from 
the back seat. The arrested suspects are from 
Tiruchirappalli in Tamil Nadu. The search for their leader 
and accomplices is underway.

Two of tak-tak gang arrested, search on for leader MUMBAI
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Teen neighbour 
rapes 24-year-old 
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A 19-year-old youth was ar-
rested for allegedly raping 
his 24-year-old neighbour on 
Saturday. The details of  the 
accused were withheld as it 
would reveal the victim's 
identity. According to the po-
lice, the woman owns two ad-
jacent houses and one of  
them is usually locked. 

On Saturday afternoon, 
when she went to clean the 
second house, the accused 
sneaked into the room and 
locked it from inside, said the 
woman in her police state-
ment. The teen then gagged 
her mouth and threatened to 
kill her if  she shouted for 
help. He then raped the 
woman. 

Initially, she was reluctant 
to approach the police, think-
ing nobody would believe her 
as her husband is currently 
in jail. According to police 
sources, the victim's spouse 
was arrested for drug-related 
offenses under the Maha-
rashtra Prevention of  Dan-
gerous Activities of  Slum-
lords, Bootleggers, Drug Of-
fenders and Dangerous Per-
sons Act. 

She finally mustered 
courage and approached the 
police late Saturday night 
and lodged a complaint. A 
first information report 
against the accused was reg-
istered under sections 376 
(rape), 452 (House-trespass af-
ter preparation for hurt, as-
sault or wrongful restraint), 
341 (wrongful restraint), 323 
(voluntarily causing hurt), 
504 (intentional insult), and 
506 (2) (death threat) of  the In-
dian Penal Code. 

The teen was arrested on 
Sunday morning from his 
house. He has been remanded 
to police custody till July 20.

VISHAL SINGH / MUMBAI 
 

A 42-year-old woman and her 
parents have been booked for 
allegedly cheating her em-
ployer and diverting the si-
phoned funds of  more than 
Rs1 crore to their bank ac-
counts, said the Dadar police. 
The accused was identified as 
Dimple Shah, who was work-
ing as a chief  production 
manager with garment man-

ufacturer 'Senso Creation' 
since 2014. 

According to the police, the 
firm also trades with foreign 
companies and the orders 
were passed only after Shah's 
approval. The process in-
volved getting clothes 
stitched from workers and 
paying them as per the num-
ber of  garments produced by 
them. Being the production 
incharge, Shah started to in-

flate the invoices submitted 
by these workers and si-
phoned off  extra money, said 
the police. 

The complainant and own-
er of  'Senso Creation', 
Prakash Shah, 49, grew suspi-
cious as Shah splurged on her 
lifestyle. He then checked the 
company's balance sheet and 
discovered that profits don't 
commensurate with the num-
ber of  goods manufactured.

SWAPNIL MISHRA / MUMBAI 
 

In a first, the BMC along 
with contractual rat killers 
eliminated more than 800 
rats in the past 15 days. 
These rodents were found in-
side the hospital premises 
and its environs. Recently, 
the civic body started a rat 
eradication cam-
paign at the civic-
run medical facili-
ties after a senior 
health official 
spotted rats during 
his surprise visit 
to a hospital. 

As per the data, 
more than 2.81 
lakh rats have 
been killed from 
January till date across 24 
wards of  the city; which 
means on an average 1,412 
targets were eliminated. If  
calculated for the fortnight, 
the count of  approx. 800 
translated into a daily aver-
age of  around 54 rats. 

The BMC's campaign fo-
cused on four major civic-
run hospitals and 16 periph-
eral hospitals. “In the last 15 
days, we have killed 821 rats 
found in the premises of  hos-
pitals. Around 17 rat killers, 

who are hired on contractual 
basis, were also part of  the 
odd job,” said an official 
from the pesticide depart-
ment. 

The menace of  rats in 
civic-run hospitals can be 
gauged from the shocking in-
cident of  2018 when they 
gnawed the right eye of  a 

comatose patient 
at the Jogeshwari 
Trauma Centre. 
“During monsoon, 
it's often seen that 
rats get inside 
ground floor 
wards which 
house emer-
gency/casualty 
units, raising con-
cerns over 

hygiene and chances of  lep-
tospirosis. However, we can't 
use rat poisons as kids are 
also present in the hospital,” 
said a resident doctor from 
the Nair Hospital. 

Since 2016, more than 60 
people have succumbed to 
leptospirosis in Mumbai. 
The BMC has ‘rat labourers’ 
who work in two shifts. Un-
der the monsoon drive, 
which begins in March, over 
1,000 rats are killed daily 
across the city. 

Dadysett Agiary reels under sewage water inundation 

35.4 mm rainfall recorded at 
Colaba observatory in last 24 hours 

36.4 mm showers reported 
at Santacruz observatory 

Arabian Sea witnessed 

4.21 meter high tide 
5 incidents 
of falling 
branches

3 incidents 
of wall 
collapse

Heavy rain 
forecast for 4 

days

SHEFALI PARAB-PANDIT / MUMBAI 
 

The already delayed partial opening 
of  Andheri's Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale bridge, which was pushed 
to October, seems to extend further. 
The reason is severe flooding in 
north India, which has impacted the 
ongoing fabrication work of  the 
bridge in Ambala. This is yet anoth-
er roadblock in the construction of  
the crucial east-west connector. Ear-

lier, a strike at the plant, which is 
supplying steel for the mega work, 
had cast a shadow over the project. 

The steel supply has just started 
in full swing and the BMC was on 
schedule to open one arm of  the 
bridge by Diwali this year. However, 
nature disrupted the plan as there 
has been heavy inundation at the 
Ambala workshop. “It will take 
three weeks to one month's time to 
resume the fabrication work. 

Hence, there will be some delay in 
opening one arm of  the bridge,” 
said a senior civic official. The work 

order for reconstruction has been 
given to AB Infrabuild Ltd, while 
the fabrication work is being done 
by HMM Infra Ltd in Ambala. The 
fabricated steel structure will be 
constructed and assembled in the 
workshop at Ambala and then it will 
be brought to Andheri. The BMC 
had purchased 1,270 metric tonnes 
of  steel for the girder weighing 
about 1,250 tonnes. So far, the Am-
bala workshop has completed more 

than 25% of  work on the fabrication 
of  the girder, said a civic source. 

As the bridge has been shut, mo-
torists are compelled to either take 
Andheri subway or Vinayak Gore 
flyover as alternate routes. However, 
they are caught between a rock and 
a hard place as the subway is shut 
most of  the time due to 
waterlogging during monsoon. 
Even on Monday, it was closed for 
the same reason.

Gokhale bridge reopening to be hit again
Flooding in north impacts fabrication work at a Ambala workshop; partial reopening was planned in October
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Sharad Kulkarni, a Thane 
resident, has made the record 
of  being the oldest Indian to 
climb Mount Everest at the 
age of  60. However, the feat 
doesn't enthrall him, but 
what does is that he has cher-
ished the dream of  his late 
wife. Anjali, too, had a proud 
moment when 
she became the 
first woman to 
scale Mount 
Everest at 54. 
However, the 
success literally 
descended into 
gloom as Anjali 
succumbed to 
lack of  oxygen 
while coming 
down the peak. 

Kulkarni, who 
has conquered seven tallest 
peaks around the world, said 
that just like him, his wife 
was a passionate trekker, too. 
They both aspired to climb 
the world's most challenging 
summits. They inched closer 
to their dream on November 
3, 2014, when they scaled 
Mount Kosciuszko in Aus-
tralia followed by Mount Kili-
manjaro on October 8, 2018. 

Buouyed by their success, 
the couple attempted to climb 
Mount Everest on their third 
summit. Describing what 
went wrong which led to An-
jali's tragic loss, Kulkarni 
said the problem occurred 
due to overcrowding near the 
Hillary step. With only a sin-

gle rope for climbers, the rush 
increased and Anjali started 
suffocating and passed away 
on May 22, 2019. The incident 
pushed him into depression, 
lamented Kulkarni, adding 
that he overcame the setback, 
reminiscing Anjali's dream to 
conquer the tallest peaks. 

A reinvigorated Kulkarni 
successfully climbed the 

highest peaks of  
the  four conti-
nents. On May 23 
at 10.40 am, life 
came full circle 
for Kulkarni as 
he conquered 
Mount Everest 
once again and 
marked the feat 
as a tribute to 
his late wife. 

Sharing his 
experience with 

The FPJ, he said, “We began 
trekking 25 years ago with 
the goal of  conquering seven 
summits. We initiated our 
campaign in 2014 and suc-
cessfully summitted two 
peaks. After receiving train-
ing, we attempted Mount 
Everest, but my wife passed 
away during the expedition. 
Although I reached the sum-
mit, I did not perform the tra-
ditional flag hoisting. Follow-
ing this, I battled depression 
for a few months. However, I 
realised that it was our 
shared dream and I had to 
complete it in her honour.” 
Kulkarni planted 30,000 trees 
as her wife died due to lack  
of  oxygen. 

In memory of late 
wife, 60-year-old 
scales Mt Everest

Thane resident 
Sharad Kulkarni 

had scaled the peak 
along with his wife 
in 2019; the woman 
succumbed to lack 
of oxygen during 

her descent

Owner detects fraud from employee’s splurge

Rat kill drive at civic 
hospitals: Over 800 

eliminated in 15 days 

SOMENDRA SHARMA / MUMBAI 
 

In the virtual presence of  
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, drugs worth Rs73 crore 
were destroyed at Mumbai 
Waste Management Compa-
ny Ltd, Taloja, on Monday. Of  
the total contraband, 161 kg of  
drugs worth Rs64.36 crore 
was seized by the Maharash-
tra Anti-Terrorism Squad 
while the Mumbai police im-
pounded the remaining 437 
kg of  narcotics worth Rs9 
crore. 

Shah on Monday chaired 
the regional conference on 
‘Drugs Smuggling and Na-
tional Security’ in New Delhi. 
During the event, more than 
1,44,000 kg of  drugs worth 
Rs2,416 crore were destroyed 
in various parts of  the coun-
try by the Narcotics Control 
Bureau in coordination with 
Anti-Narcotics Task Forces 
of  all states. 

The destroyed contraband 
included 6,590 kg seized by 
NCB’s Hyderabad unit, 822 kg 
and 356 kg by Indore and Jam-
mu units, respectively. Be-
sides, various law enforce-
ment agencies of  different 
states destroyed drugs, in-
cluding 1,486 kg in Assam, 229 
kg in Chandigarh, 25 kg in 
Goa, 4,277 kg in Gujarat, 2,458 
kg in Haryana, 4,069 kg in 

Jammu and Kashmir, 1,03,884 
kg in Madhya Pradesh, 600 kg 
in Maharashtra, 1,803 kg in 
Tripura and 4,049 kg in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Adhering to the 'zero toler-
ance’ policy against narcotics 
to create a drugs-free India, 
all regional units of  NCB and 
ANTFs have collectively de-
stroyed around 8,76,554 kg 
drugs worth around Rs9,580 

crore, which is more than 11 
times of  the target, from June 
till July 15. With Monday's de-
struction exercise, the total 
quantity of  drugs destroyed 
in one year reached around 10 
lakh kg, which has a value of  
around Rs12,000 crore. 

“After the drugs are seized, 
they are kept at government 
warehouses. Disposal process 
is defined in the NDPS Act. 

Drugs worth `73 cr destroyed at Taloja

The surprise 
visit of a senior 
health official 
prompted the 
civic body to 

start the 
campaign

AISHWARYA IYER / MUMBAI 
 

During a communication 
session at an NGO, a 15-
year-old girl narrated her 
ordeal after suffering silent-
ly for the two years. The 
teen alleged that her father 
repeatedly raped her in this 
period and even threatened 
her not to reveal the 
horrific crime. The accused 
has been arrested. 

It has been learnt that the 
man allegedly frequently 
subjected her wife to domes-
tic violence. Concerned 
about the girl, her relatives 
sent her to the NGO which 
offered free education. Dur-
ing a session conducted on 
July 10, volunteers noticed 
that the girl remained aloof  
and subsequently started a 
discussion with her. The 
teen then revealed that her 
father sexually assaulted 
her when they were alone at 
home. She said that she kept 
silent as he had threatened 
to intensify the assault if  
she confided in anyone. 

After coming to know of  
the abhorrent crime, the 
NGO immediately ap-
proached the Mankhurd po-
lice on Saturday. Cops 
recorded the girl's 
statement and subsequently 
registered a first informa-
tion report (FIR) against 
her 40-year-old father. He 
was arrested the same day 
from his residence in Lal-
lubhai Compound, 
Mankhurd. 

A case has been filed 
against the accused under 
section 354 (assault or crim-
inal force against the 
woman) of  the Indian Penal 
Code as well as sections 8 
(sexual assault), 10 (aggra-
vated sexual assault), and 12 
(sexual harassment) of  the 
Protection of  Children from 
Sexual Offences Act.

During NGO 
session, teen 
reveals rape 

by father

The girl alleged that 
she was raped over 
the past two years

Azad Maidan JVLR, Andheri
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One person was killed and five 
others injured in a collision be-
tween a Maharashtra State 
Road Transport Corporation 
(MSRTC) bus and a car on 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar 
Road in Waluj near Au-
rangabad at 4am on Monday. 

The MSRTC Electric Shivai 
Bus, bearing registration num-
ber MH12VF4034 and operat-
ing on a contract basis, was 
traveling from Pune to Chha-
trapati Sambhaji Nagar when 

the accident took place. “The 
car suffered extensive damage, 
while the bus incurred dam-
ages amounting to approxi-
mately Rs50,000,” said an offi-
cial. According to preliminary 
reports, the accident occurred 
when the car unexpectedly 
swerved into the left lane at a 
reduced speed and collided 
with the bus. The impact 
caused the car to overturn and 
veer off  the road, coming to 
rest in a nearby field. 

The driver of  the car, identi-
fied as Syed Javade Syed Hanif, 

aged 33 lost his life. The five in-
jured passengers were prompt-
ly provided medical assistance 
and rushed to nearby hospitals 
for further treatment. 

Local authorities from the 

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar 
police station have taken 
charge of  the investigation 
into the accident. They are 
working to determine the 
exact cause of  the collision and 
any potential contributing fac-
tors. 

According to transport ex-
perts, this unfortunate 
incident serves as a solemn re-
minder of  the crucial impor-
tance of  road safety and the 
need for drivers to exercise 
caution and strictly adhere to 
traffic regulations.

Mumbai: The Borivali police have registered an FIR against 
two house caretakers of a retired senior citizen for theft. 
The two house helps are siblings and didn’t turn up one 
day. They used to work in two shifts, morning and evening. 

They have quit owing to the employer shouting at them. 
When the owner checked his cupboards later, he found 
certain valuables worth Rs1.32 lakh missing. The caretakers 
have been identified as Deepali Sirsat and Pranali Sirsat.

Caretaker siblings held for theft at senior citizen’s house MUMBAI
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SWAMI RAMANAND TEERTH 
MARATHWADA UNIVERSITY, 

VISHNUPURI, NANDED. 
Tender No.: Estate/CICMRI Laboratory 
Equipment/CICMRI/ET-51 to 55-2023 

E-TENDER NOTICE 
The Registrar, S.R.T.M. University, Nanded Invites E-
Tender for “1) Purchase of High Resolution Mass 
Spectrometer, 2) Purchase of Genome Sequencer and 3) 
Purchase of GC-MS with Accessories 4) Purchase of  
X-Ray Powder diffraction and 5) Purchase of  Ultra High 
Resolution FSEM with EXD for our CICMRI 
Laboratory” From Manufacturer/ Distributors 
/Authorized Dealers to participate in the competitive 
bidding process. For the detailed Tender document, available 
only at www.srtmun.ac.in & https:\\mahatenders.gov.in 
website & GeM Portal only. 
The Filled Tender booklet will be accepted on or before 02-
08-2023 up to 3.00 p.m. The said e-Tender will be online 
open as per schedule  if possible. Extension of tender, 
Corrigendum or change in schedule will not be published in 
News paper; it will be published only at 
www.srtmun.ac.in/www.mahatenders.gov.in website only.  
Ref.:Estate/CICMRI Laboratory Equipment/ICMRI/ET-51 
to 55-2023/414 
Date:-14/07/2023                                            Registrar 

TNMC and B.Y.L. NAIR Ch. Hospital, 
Mumbai-Central, Mumbai-08 

For running Mess & Food Stall in TNMC 
UG Hostel at Haji Ali, Mumbai-400034 
through tender process under EOI 
(Expression of Interest) on highest quoted 
monthly Royalty amount and Lowest 
quoted mess rates per student per day 
basis over the specified rate list for 3 years 
Leave & License basis + 2 tenures of 1 
year each may be provided on satisfactory 
performance of the Contractor. 
(EOI No. TNMCUGH/MESS/ 
0006/07/2023) 
available on website 
https://tnmcnair.edu.in 

EOI Tender Notice

Last date of submission : 25/07/2023 
EOI opening date : 01/08/2023 
Contact Person : Dr. Sandeep Bhete, 
Warden UG Hostel Tel. No. 022-23027145 

Sd/- 
Dean 

TNMC and BYL Nair Ch Hospital

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 
 

A man’s body was found near 
Powai Lake at around 8am on 
Monday. The deceased has 
been identified as Chan-
drashekhar Haldankar, 39, an 
auto-rickshaw driver from 
Aslfa, Ghatkopar. The body 
has been sent to Rajawadi 
Hospital in Ghatkopar for 
post-mortem. The Powai po-
lice have registered an acci-
dental death report. 

According to the deceased’s 
relatives, he had been missing 
for three days. However, they 
did not file a complaint at any 
police station. No marks were 
found on his body and other 
details will be revealed after 
the post-mortem. As per 
sources, the deceased was an 
alcoholic and suffering from 
depression.

KAMAL MISHRA / Mumbai 
 

The Brihanmumbai Electric 
Supply and Transport (BEST) 
Undertaking, has blacklisted 
CAUSIS E-Mobility Private 
Limited for its failure to deliver 
700 electric double-decker buses 
as per the awarded contract. 
Consequently, it has decided to 
float a fresh tender for the sup-
ply of  these buses. The decision 
was announced by Vijay Sing-
hal, the General Manager of  
BEST, on Monday. 

Under the original tender, 
BEST had invited bids for the 
supply of  900 electric double-
decker buses in January 2022, 
out of  which 200 were awarded 
to Switch Mobility and 700 to 
CAUSIS E-Mobility Private 
Limited. While Switch Mobility 
has already commenced sup-

plying the buses, with a dozen 
double-decker buses already in 
service, CAUSIS E-Mobility has 
failed to deliver a single bus to 
date. Singhal emphasized that 
the blacklisting of  CAUSIS E-

Mobility is aimed at ensuring 
the timely and efficient provi-
sion of  buses to the citizens of  
Mumbai. The decision under-
scores BEST's commitment to 
increasing the fleet size, with 

plans to introduce approxi-
mately 2,500 more buses in a 
phased manner by March. This 
will bring the total number of  
buses in BEST's fleet to 5,500, up 
from the current 3,100 buses. 

In addition to the double-
decker buses, BEST has also an-
nounced the introduction of  
new air-conditioned single-
decker buses starting in Octo-
ber. Currently, BEST operates 
around 3100 buses, with passen-
ger congestion being a pressing 
concern due to the reduced 
number of  buses in service. 

“In 2022, a contract for 2,100  
single-decker AC buses was 
awarded by BEST. However, the 
project was put on hold due to a 
petition filed by Tata Motors in 
the Supreme Court, 
challenging its eligibility. The 
appellate court subsequently 
cleared the way for the project, 
and the supply of  the 2,100 bus-
es will commence in October, 
with the entire fleet expected to 
be operational by March" said 
an official.

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 
 

In a harrowing incident on Monday, 
more than 30 passengers had a narrow 
escape after a BEST bus caught fire in 
Marol, in Andheri area. The bus, oper-
ating on route number 186, was hired by 
the civic-run transport undertaking 
from a private contractor on a wet lease. 

The fire broke out at approximately 
10:45am under Reliance Flyover, accord-
ing to an official statement. The bus, 
which had departed from Agarkar 
Chowk in Andheri East for Vihar Lake 
in Powai, carried around 35 passengers, 
including some students. 

According to bus driver Mohammad 
Hussain Shaikh, fire might have been 
caused by a short circuit. 

“Driver promptly asked the passen-
gers to evacuate the bus and attempted 
to extinguish the flames using the two 
fire extinguishers onboard, but his ef-
forts were in vain,” said an official. 

Despite the arrival of  a policeman 
who used an extinguisher from another 
vehicle, the fire could not be contained. 
The fire brigade was eventually contact-

ed, but it took approximately 15 minutes 
for them to arrive at the scene with two 
fire tenders. By that time, the fire had 
engulfed the bus completely. 

According to the BEST official, the 
bus driver who has been driving for the 
airport for the past 11 years and for a 
private contractor hired by BEST for 
one-and-a-half  years did a good job. 

This unfortunate incident marks the 
fifth time a BEST bus has caught fire 
since the beginning of  2023 and the sec-
ond incident since June 16. On June 16, 
another bus caught fire in the undertak-
ing’s Dharavi depot. In response to these 
incidents, in February, BEST had tem-
porarily taken 400 wet-leased buses off  
the roads after three fire-related inci-
dents occurred in quick succession.

ABHITASH SINGH / Thane 
 

Thane zila parishad (ZP) has 
constructed a 1.719km road using 'K31' 
technology in Mainde, Vanchapada and 
Bijpada areas of  Bhiwandi under the 
scheme of  National Gram Swaraj Ab-
hiyan. 

The three villages used to experience 
mud and swamps during the monsoon. 
The road has been constructed on an ex-
perimental basis under the guidance of  
Thane ZP chief  executive officer Manuj 
Jindal and additional chief  executive of-
ficer Rupali Satpute. 

This road will boost the agricultural 
and economic development of  the rural 
areas and will help increase the income 

of  the people. 
Jindal said, “The 'K31' technology is 

an environmentally friendly and more 
effective road construction technology 
than the traditional process. The road 
has been built on an experimental basis 

by using the said technology for the first 
time through ZP.” 

Dattu Gite, executive engineer and 
head of  the construction department, 
said, “Rs200 lakh funds have been made 
available for this work. Rs374 lakh would 

have been spent to construct a 1.719km 
long cement concrete road by a conven-
tional method, but using 'K31' 
technology, Rs200 lakh has been used for 
road work, which means a saving of  ap-
proximately Rs174 lakh.”

AMIT SRIVASTAVA / Navi Mumbai 
 

If  traders at the agriculture 
produce market committee 
(APMC) in Vashi are to be be-
lieved, there will be no respite 
from soaring vegetable prices 
at least for another month. 
For already more than a 
month the price of  tomatoes 
is hovering above Rs100 per 
kg. In fact, premium quality 
tomatoes are commanding 
around Rs200kg in the retail 
market. 

Mumbai receives most of  
the vegetables from Nashik, 
Pune, Kolhapur, Sangli and 
other places in western Ma-
harashtra. The city also re-
ceives vegetables from Gu-
jarat and Karnataka. In most 
of  these places, heavy rainfall 
is seen intermittently in the 
last fortnight and thus the 
supply was impacted. 

“Due to heavy rains, crops 
have been damaged and thus 
the supply of  vegetables has 
come down sharply. Those 
farmers who have sown seeds 
of  new crops now will grow in 
about 1 to 2 months. Only 
after which there will be an 
increase in supply and prices 
will be normalized,” said an 
administrative official from 
APMC, Vashi. 

APMC Vashi is getting 
around 30% less supply. On 
July 17, the market received 
around 430 trucks and tempos 
laden with vegetables. The 
normal supply is around 600 

vehicles. “The price of  some 
vegetables has doubled in-
cluding drum stick, flower, 
okra, and brinjal,” said the of-
ficial. He added that even the 
price saw up to Rs5 rise to 
Rs7kg in the retail. Similarly, 
the price of  green chilli is 
Rs140kg. Meanwhile, a shock-
ing video of  tomatoes being 
stolen from a vegetable mar-
ket in APMC Vashi went vi-
ral.

This is the fifth time a BEST bus has caught fire this 
year; second incident in the last 24 hours

Narrow escape for 30 as bus gutted in blaze

Car suffered extensive 
damage, while bus 
incurred damages 

amounting to 
approximately 

`50,000

One dead, 5 hurt in MSRTC bus crash

Driver promptly asked the passengers to 
evacuate the bus and attempted to 
extinguish the flames using the two fire 
extinguishers on board, but his efforts 
were in vain. – BEST official

Tomato prices hovering around `200/kg; 
shortage to continue for another month

Veggie prices  
continue to soar

WHY TOMATO 
PRICE RISES 

During April-May, the 
price of tomatoes 

crashed and farmers 
suffered huge losses. A 
number of videos emerged 
showing farmers from 
Nasik, and Pune in 
Maharashtra dumping their 
harvested tomatoes. They 
were offered Rs30 for a 
crate of 20kg. it means that 
they could not recover even 
the transportation costs. A 
similar situation was seen 
in other parts of the 
country due to bumper 
crops of tomatoes. Finally, 
farmers stayed away from 
tomato farming and in fact, 
there are reports that Kharif 
sowing is less than 50% 
than the previous year. It 
means that there will be no 
respite in tomato prices in 
days to come.

Auto driver’s 
body found

‘K31’ TECHNOLOGY 

K31-APS, which is made in the United States, is by far the best soil stabiliser on 
the market with proven performance. Among its features, K31-APS does not 

dissipate with rain. Heavier concentrations will waterproof the treated surface. 
Road stabilisation helps governments, explorers, innovators and organisations – 
both public and private – making their infrastructure and logistical dreams a 
reality. Also, K31-APS roads are more robust, resilient and flexible than 
conventional roads and are just as strong in wet, dry, hot and cold conditions.

1.719km road constructed using ‘K31’ technology

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 
 

The five-member committee 
– which was formed by the 
Sir Jamshedji Jeejeebhoy 
(JJ) Hospital administration 
to probe irregularities in the 
clinical drug trial – has rec-
ommended a disciplinary ac-
tion against Dr Mukund 
Tayade. The ex-JJ dean is ac-
cused of  illegally renting 
three rooms in the hospital's 
pharmacology department 
for the trial. 

Moreover, the committee 
also found Dr Akash Khobra-
gade, the former medical su-
perintendent of  St George’s 
Hospital, guilty of  negligence 
and lack of  knowledge of  
clinical trials. He was men-
tioned as the coordinator in 
the memorandum of  under-
standing which was signed 
with the Parshwa Life Sci-
ences Ltd for undertaking the 
trial. 

“The procedure done for 
the clinical drug trial by Dr 
Tayade was improper. There 
was also negligence by the 
ethics committee. Actions 
will be taken in accordance 
with government employee 
service rules,” said an offi-
cial. Meanwhile, the hospital 
has also recovered pending 
dues amounting to Rs70 lakh 
from the doctors who partici-
pated in the trial. 

A senior official from the 
hospital had earlier said that 
the clinical drug trials in-
volved several departments, 
including medicine, or-
thopaedic, ENT, dermatology, 
surgery, psychiatry, paedi-
atric. However, the entire 
process was a mess and the 
ethics committee, which was 
supposed to keep a check on 
the trials, failed to do so, the 
official added.

Clinical drug 
trial: Ex-JJ dean  
to face action BEST’s U-turn on double-decker bid

Undertaking blacklists CAUSIS E-Mobility for not delivering a single bus out of 700
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Thane: A 22-year-old man has been arrested for 
allegedly abetting the suicide of his wife in Ulve area of 
Navi Mumbai. Based on a complaint, the police arrested 
the accused after his 19-year-old wife committed suicide 

on Sunday, a police official said. The woman's father 
lodged a complaint alleging that the accused, his mother 
and brother harassed his daughter for dowry. The duo 
have been booked as well.

Man held for abetting wife's suicide; his kin booked MUMBAI
 MUMBAI | TUESDAY | JULY 18, 2023

SLUM DWELLERS

URVI MAHAJANI  / Mumbai 
 

In yet another relief  to Jet 
Airways founder Naresh 
Goyal and his wife Anita 
Goyal, the Bombay High 
Court on Monday stayed 
show cause notice issued to 
them by Canara Bank under 
the Reserve Bank of  India’s 
(RBI) Master Circular on Wil-
ful Defaulter. A division 
bench of  Justices Gautam 
Patel and Neela Gokhale was 
hearing a plea by the couple 
challenging the show cause 
notices, declaring them 
wilful defaulters. Earlier, the 
HC had stayed similar 
notices issued to Goyals by 
the IDBI Bank. Goyal con-
tended that on receiving the 
show cause notice, he asked 
Canara Bank to show the list 
of  documents relied on while 
declaring them wilful de-
faulters. However, they were 
not given the documents, 
which Goyals argued as a vi-
olation of  the principles of  
natural justice. The plea also 
added that the order was in 
derogation of  the intent of  
the RBI Master Circular. Goy-
al contended in his plea that 
he was appointed as a non-ex-
ecutive director and his role 
was to engage in brand build-
ing, hunting for talent and 
best human resources for the 
company and increasing the 
presence of  the company in 
the international market. He 
further said that he was not 
involved in the day-to-day af-
fairs or executive decisions 
of  Jet Airways.

Relief to 
Goyals in 

bank notice

AMIT SRIVASTAVA / Navi Mumbai 
 

Panvel taluka police 
emerged as a saviour for two 
people who went into the 
riverbed of  the Gadeshwar 
(Dehrang) dam in Panvel and 
got stuck in the stream. 
Police beat marshal 
on regular duty no-
ticed them 
trapped inside 
the water, and 
rescued them 
with the help of  
rope on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Assistant Police In-
spector Milind Fadtare 
and police constable 
Tukaram Korde, Sandeep 
Patil, Dhananjay Pathare, 
and others entered the 
riverbed and rescued them. 
The two men rescued were 
identified as Sohail Khaw-
jauddin Ahmad Sheikh and 
Manoj Shankar Gangurde. A 
large number of  revellers 

flock to waterfalls and rain-
water riverbeds during the 
monsoon every year despite 
the respective police banning 
entry to such places and issu-
ing notices. 

“Due to the sudden rise in 
the water level, they were 

trapped and when 
they tried to come 

out, one of  them 
was swept down 
the stream,” said 
an official from 
Panvel Taluka po-

lice station. How-
ever, he added that 

police officials 
present immediately 

brought rope and rescued 
both of  them. 

The Panvel taluka police 
have already imposed 
section 144 (to curb instances 
of  nuisance) near the dam 
and riverbed areas and put 
up a notice board in its juris-
diction to prevent drowning 
and other fatal incidents.

ABHITASH SINGH / Thane 
 

A 17-year-old boy, who had 
gone to swim along with his 
four friends, drowned in Up-
van Lake on Monday. A class 
12 student, the deceased was 
identified as Aditya Laxman 
Pawar, who lived at the Sai 
Sahakar Society in Lok-
manya Nagar. The incident 
took place at around 1.45 pm 
while the disaster manage-
ment cell (DMC) room re-
ceived a call at around 2.15 
pm. Regional DMC chief  
Yasin Tadvi said, “The teen 
drowned near Ganapati Vis-
arjan Ghat opposite 
Palaidevi Temple at Upvan 
Lake. He along with four oth-
ers had gone to swim in the 
lake. Aditya could not gauge 
its depth and consequently 
drowned.” 

The local fire brigade was 
alerted and the DMC team 
reached the spot along with 
one pick-up vehicle, a bus of  
Thane Disaster Response 
Force and one fire vehicle. 
Three boats were also en-
gaged in the search opera-
tion. His body was fished out 
after four hours and subse-
quently handed over to the 
Vartak Nagar police. 

A case of  accidental death 
report has been filed, said 
cops.

17-year-old drowns in Upvan Lake

SURESH GOLANI / Mira-
Bhayandar 

 
To prevent the outbreak of  
water-borne diseases like 
malaria and the fatal dengue 
illness during the monsoon, 
the Mira Bhayandar Munici-
pal Corporation (MBMC) has 
geared up to prosecute those 
people whose premises are 
found to be breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes. Apart from 
implementing preventive 
measures like fogging and fu-
migation, the civic adminis-
tration has launched a mas-
sive publicity campaign, to 
create awareness among peo-
ple on dengue and how to 
control the mosquitoes. 

Moreover, 32 dedicated 
teams comprising multi-pur-
pose workers (MPW) from 
the local public health cen-
tres (PHC) are in combat 
mode visiting each and every 
locality. The health depart-
ment has already issued no-
tices to developers warning 

them of  action if  they fail to 
implement preventive meas-
ures at their on-going under-
construction sites in the 
twin-city. Construction sites 
found ignoring prospective 
breeding spots will face ac-
tion in the form of  imposi-
tion of  stays on building per-
missions under the provi-
sions of  the Maharashtra 

Municipal Corporations Act-
1949 and other relevant sec-
tions of  the Indian Penal 
Code. 

The civic body has ap-
pealed to people to follow pre-
cautionary measures such as 
tightly closing the water 
tanks with lids, keeping the 
surroundings clean and hy-
gienic, covering the vent 
pipes of  toilets with filters, 
carrying out abate treatment 

in large water storage con-
tainers or tanks and consult 
a doctor or the nearest PHC 
immediately if  suffering 
from high-grade fever. 

“People should promote 
clean surroundings and 
make efforts to ensure water 
stagnation does not take 
place,” said civic chief  Dilip 
Dhole. 

“At present, 11 suspected 
dengue patients and 8 cases 
of  malaria have been detect-
ed in the twin-city,” said 
health in-charge, Dr Nandk-
ishore Lahane. The MBMC 
has armed itself  with 30 tem-
pos equipped with fumiga-
tion machines to ensure that 
sanitation workers can reach 
a much larger area to make 
the exercise easy and effec-
tive.

Special squads to combat 
dengue in Mira-Bhayandar
Mosquito breeders in societies to be fined; construction sites 

ignoring breeding spots will be slapped with stop-work notices

Apart from implementing preventive measures 
like fogging and fumigation, the civic body has 

launched a massive publicity campaign

Accompanied by friends, the class 12 student drowned as he couldn't judge the lake's depth

Two stuck in dam 
riverbed rescued

FPJ NEWS SERVICE/ 
Mira-Bhayandar 

 
A 30-year-old man died after 
drowning in a pond in 
Bhayandar at around 8:30pm 
on Monday. According to fire 
brigade personnel, the de-
ceased has been identified as 
Amit Ashutosh Das, 30, a res-
ident of  Fatak Road in 
Bhayandar West and the inci-
dent took place at Mandli Ta-
lao located in the premises of  
the community hall building. 

Despite being stopped by 
his friends, Das entered the 
pond for a swim. However, 
when he did not come out af-
ter more than an hour, his 
friends informed the fire 
brigade who rushed to the 
spot and retrieved his body. It 
came to light that minutes be-
fore Das entered the pond he 
had picked up a quarrel with 
some unidentified boys over 
the issue of  throwing food as 
feed to fishes into the pond. 
The body has been sent for a 
post mortem to the nearby 
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi Civil 
Hospital.

Man enters 
pond to swim, 

drowns

HC gives 2-week 
extension to submit 
undertaking to PMC
Petitioners directed to vacate houses by 
Sept 30; submit undertaking for same

AMIT SRIVASTAVA / Navi Mumbai 
 

The Bombay High Court has 
given two weeks extension to 
slum dwellers of  Patel Mohal-
la and Katchhi Mohalla to 
submit their undertaking to 
the Panvel Municipal Corpo-
ration (PMC) on humanitari-
an grounds. However, they 
have to vacate their houses to 
pave the way for the construc-
tion of  around 2,600 homes 
under Prime 
Minister Awas 
Yojana (PMAY). 

Earlier, the 
High Court had 
ordered slum 
dwellers to sub-
mit undertak-
ings by July 13 to 
the corporation. 
However, after 
the Janhit 
Kalyankari So-
ciety ap-
proached the 
High Court and 
sought more time, the court 
extended the deadline by two 
weeks. 

On June 26, the HC rejected 
a writ petition filed by two 
slum dwellers, against the 
proposed scheme under 
PMAY by the PMC. As per the 
court’s ruling, the petitioners 
have been directed to vacate 
their houses by September 30 
and submit an undertaking 
for the same by July 13. 

In 2020, the Central pro-
posed to redevelop six slums 
in the PMC area under the 
PMAY’s 2015 'Housing for All 

2022’ scheme, which included 
Valmiki Nagar, Mahakali Na-
gar, Laxmi Colony, Kutchi 
Mohalla, Patel Mohalla, 
Ashok Bagh, and Takka 
Vasahat. 

However, the Public Inter-
est Welfare Society, backed by 
Kutchi Mohalla and Patel Mo-
halla, opposed the redevelop-
ment and approached the HC. 
During the hearing on June 
26, the court directed the 

slum dwellers to 
vacate. 

If  the under-
taking is not 
submitted with-
in the stipulated 
time, the civic 
authorities will 
take appropriate 
action by vacat-
ing the huts, in-
formed deputy 
civic chief  
Kailas Gawade. 

Under Prime 
Minister Awas 

Yojana, the PMC plans to con-
struct 2,600 houses, with the 
first phase involving the con-
struction of  14 buildings in 
Patel Mohalla, Kachhi Mo-
halla, or other locations. PMC 
had earlier served notices to 
939 slum dwellers to vacate 
the huts, promising Rs4,000 
per month as rent for an alter-
nate arrangement of  houses. 
As part of  the rehabilitation, 
the residents of  these slums 
were to receive houses of  30 
sq mt. However, the process 
was delayed after the two 
slums approached the court.

THREE TOURISTS DROWN IN PALGHAR
PANKAJ S RAUT / Palghar 
 

Waterfalls and dam over-
flows have claimed the lives 
of  three tourists in the past 
two days in Palghar.  Four 
friends from Jogeshwari, 
including Mashiuudin 
Khan, had come from 
Jawhar to enjoy the weath-
er. They reached Kalman-
davi waterfall. The water-
fall was different from the 
one they saw on YouTube. 
The friends despite fear 
went under the waterfall. 
Mashiuudin slipped into 

the fall and drowned. Police 
and locals launched a 
search operation and found 
the body later that evening. 
It was the ninth death at the 
waterfall this year. 

A tourist at Dabhosa Wa-
terfall was seen drowning 
on Sunday, which 
prompted Devendra 
Shinde, a junior clerk in 
Panchayat Samiti Office in 
Jawhar, to help. Shinde had 
come to Dabhosa waterfall 
along with his friends. Dur-
ing the rescue mission, De-
vendra went missing and 

was feared dead. 
Rahul Kharat and his 

wife had come to visit Van-
dri dam in Ganje Dhekale 
village in Palghar taluka on 
July 16. Rahul stepped into 
the reservoir for a swim but 
did not gauge the depth 
properly and drowned. 

Locals managed to pull 
out his body. More than 
four other tourists were 
saved from drowning in the 
dam overflow. 

The district administra-
tion has taken cognisance 
of  the deaths of  tourists.

On June 26, the 
High Court 

rejected a writ 
petition filed by 

two slum 
dwellers against 

the proposed 
scheme under 
PMAY by PMC

ATEEQ SHAIKH / Mumbai 
 

Independent consumer 
rights body Mumbai Grahak 
Panchayat (MGP) has 
written to Maharashtra 
Chief  Minister highlighting 
how its latest government 
resolution on charging 
Rs1,000 to existing flat 
owners of  self-
redevelopment is in direct 
contravention to a recent 
court order. 

The correspondence high-
light’s February 17, 2023 land-
mark Bombay High Court or-
der wherein it has been de-
tailed that for Permanent Al-
ternate Accommodation 
Agreements (PAAA) in case 
of  redevelopment projects, 
not more than Rs100 is to be 
paid as stamp duty. 

The court order reads, 
“Once the development 
agreement is stamped, the 
PAAA cannot be separately 
assessed to stamp beyond the 
Rs100 requirement of  Section 
4 (1) if  it relates to and only to 
rebuilt or reconstructed 
premises in lieu of  the old 
premises used/ occupied by 
the member, and even if  the 
PAAA includes additional 
area available free to the 
member because it is not a 
purchase or a transfer but is 
in lieu of  the member’s old 
premises. The stamp on the 
Development Agreement in-
cludes the reconstruction of  
every unit in the society 
building. The stamp cannot 
be levied twice.” Resolution 
shows lack of  attention to the 
court orders. It also is a con-
tempt to the court order, said 
Advocate Shirish Deshpande, 
Chairman, MGP.

‘Stamp duty 
`100 and  

not `1000’

Section 
144 has been 

imposed near the 
dam and riverbed 
areas to prevent 

drownings



Water supply in areas served by Pune's Vadgaon Water Treatment Plant will remain uninterrupted from 
July 17 to July 23, 2023. Repair work caused a temporary halt in supply, affecting residents. The affected 

areas frequently experience water cuts. However, scheduled water cuts will continue in other parts of the city 
as planned.

No water cut in areas coming under Vadgaon WTPPUNE
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AGENCIES  

Amid skyrocketing prices of  toma-
toes across the country, a farmer in 
Maharashtra's Pune district 
claimed to have earned more than 
Rs 2.8 crore by selling tomatoes. 

Ishwar Gayakar (36) and his 
wife, who hails from Pune's Junnar 
taluka, do not intend to stop at this. 
The farmer couple has set a target 
to earn Rs 3.5 crore with a stock of  
around 4000 crates of  tomatoes 
available with him. 

Speaking about his hard work 
throughout the years, Ishwar 
Gaikar said, "This is not something 
I have earned in one day. I have 
been cultivating tomatoes on my 12-
acre farm for the last six-seven 
years now. I have also incurred loss-
es several times but I have never 
left my hopes. In 2021, I had made a 
loss of  rupees 18-20 lakhs but I did 
not stop." 

Speaking about his profits, this 
year, Gaikar said, "This year, I have 
cultivated tomatoes on 12 acres and 
till today, I have sold around 17000 

crates priced between Rs 770 to Rs 
2311 per crate. So in total, I have 
earned Rs 2.8 crore till now." 

"I still have a stock of  around 
3000 to 4000 crates of  tomatoes at 
my farm. So if  you calculate, my to-
tal earnings this year would go up 
to around Rs 3.5 crore," he added. 

Gaikar said that his family is 
happy with his success. Thanking 
his wife who also works with him at 
the farm and the blessing of  his 
parents and grandparents, he said, 
"I feel this success has come to me 

because of  the blessings of  my par-
ents, grandparents and hard work 
of  my wife who works with me in 
the farm. Everyone in my family is 
happy with the price we got for our 
tomatoes." Gaikar shared that he 
thought that he would get around 
30 rupees per kg by selling 
tomatoes but his fortunes turned 
this season. 

"Before this season, I had in my 
mind that I would get around 30 ru-
pees per kg for the price of  toma-
toes, but it turned out to be a 

bumper lottery for me this time," he 
said. Gaykar is farming since 2005. 
He took over farming from his fa-
ther and now he works at his farm 
with his wife. Earlier, they use to 
cultivate tomatoes on only 1 acre of  
land. Later with the availability of  
labour from 2017, he is cultivating 
tomatoes on 12 acres. Other than 
tomatoes, Gaykar also cultivates 
onions and flowers in respective 
seasons. 

Earlier, in a relief  for consumers, 
who were forced to go off  tomatoes 

after their prices went through the 
roof  across the country, the Centre 
on Sunday reduced the wholesale 
price of  tomatoes from Rs 90 to Rs 
80 per kg. 

According to an official release, 
after re-assessing the current situa-
tion of  the market, the Centre de-
cided to revise the price of  toma-
toes. The changes in the price will 
be executed from July 16, Sunday, 
in Delhi, Noida, Lucknow, Kanpur, 
Varanasi, Patna, Muzaffarpur and 
Arrah through the National Agri-

culture Cooperation Marketing 
Federation of  India (NAFED) and 
the National Consumer Coopera-
tion Federation (NCCF). 

It will be expanded to more cities 
depending upon the prevailing 
market price at the current loca-
tions. The rates of  tomatoes were 
previously revised on July 14 to Rs 
90 per kg. 

Prices of  tomatoes in the retail 
market remain at an elevated level 
of  up to Rs 250 per kg across major 
cities due to monsoon rains and the 
lean season. The price spike can be 
attributed to multiple factors, such 
as the heat wave in crucial tomato-
growing regions and heavy 
rainfall, which has disrupted the 
supply chains. Furthermore, the 
shorter shelf  life of  tomatoes has 
also contributed to the rise. Tomato 
prices normally shoot up during 
July-August and October-Novem-
ber periods, which are generally 
lean production months. Supply 
disruption caused due to the mon-
soon has led to a sharp rise in the 
rates.

LAST WORD

DIPOTSAV IN PUNE

Math wizard Mangala 
Narlikar passes away at 80

AGENCIES  

Renowned mathematician and scien-
tist, Dr. Mangala Narlikar, wife of  
noted astrophysicist Dr. Jayant 
Narlikar, passed away on Monday at 
her residence in Pune, Maharashtra, 
after a prolonged battle with cancer. 
She was 80 years old. Dr Narlikar had 
been undergoing treatment for can-
cer for over a year, according to a 
family member. 

Dr. Mangala Narlikar moved to In-
dia from Cambridge, England, along 
with her husband, and began work-
ing at the Tata Institute of  Funda-
mental Research. She also taught 
mathematics at the University of  
Bombay. In 1989, the couple relocated 
to Pune, where Dr Narlikar joined 
the mathematics department of  the 
University of  Pune (now Savitribai 
Phule Pune University). 

Born on May 17, 1943, in Mumbai, 
Dr Mangala Narlikar excelled in her 
academic pursuits. She topped the 
MA (Mathematics) program at the 
University of  Mumbai in 1964 and 
conducted research at the Tata Insti-
tute of  Fundamental Research's 
School of  Mathematics for two years. 
She then pursued teaching at the 
University of  Cambridge until 1969, 
after which she returned to TIFR as a 
faculty member until 1980. During 
this period, she earned her PhD in 
Mathematics from the University of  
Mumbai. Dr Narlikar specialized in 
various branches of  mathematics, 
including real and complex analysis, 
analytic geometry, number theory, al-
gebra, and topology. Her research fo-
cused on pure mathematics. 

Throughout her career, Dr Man-
gala Narlikar taught at various insti-
tutions such as the University of  
Mumbai, the University of  Pune, and 
Bhaskaracharya Pratishthana. She 
delivered lectures in both national 
and international institutions and 
authored numerous scholarly re-
search papers on mathematics. Dr 
Narlikar also authored two books on 
the subject and actively advocated for 
women in science. 

Dr Mangala Narlikar is survived by 
her husband, Dr Jayant Narlikar, and 
their three daughters, Leelavati, Girija, 
and Geeta. Her mortal remains will be 
kept at the Indian Institute of  Science 
Education and Research (IISER) in 
Pune for individuals to pay their re-
spects. Later, her cremation will take 
place at the Vaikunth crematorium.

Tomato Tycoon: Pune farmer earns `2.8cr and counting!
Prices of tomatoes in the retail market remain at an elevated 

level of up to Rs 250 per kg across major cities due to monsoon 
rains and the lean season. The price spike can be attributed to 

multiple factors, such as the heat wave in crucial tomato-growing 
regions and heavy rainfall, which has disrupted the supply 

chains. Furthermore, the shorter shelf life of tomatoes has also 
contributed to the rise. Tomato prices normally shoot up during 
July-August and October-November periods, which are generally 

lean production months. Supply disruption caused due to the 
monsoon has led to a sharp rise in the rates.

Born on May 17, 1943, in Mumbai, 
Dr Mangala Narlikar excelled in her 
academic pursuits. She topped the 
Master's Program in Mathematics at 
the University of Mumbai in 1964 
and conducted research at the Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research's 
School of Mathematics for two years. 
She then pursued teaching at the 
University of Cambridge until 1969, 
after which she returned to TIFR as a 
faculty member until 1980. During 
this period, she earned her PhD in 
Mathematics from the University of 
Mumbai. Dr Narlikar specialized in 
various branches of mathematics, 
including real and complex analysis, 
analytic geometry, number theory, 
algebra, and topology. Her research 
focused on pure mathematics.

GUNWANTI PARASTE 

Residents of  Bavdhan in Pune 
are raising concerns over the 
prevalent littering and irrespon-
sible behaviour in their neigh-
bourhood. They are particularly 
troubled by the widespread con-
sumption of  alcohol in open 
spaces and the indiscriminate 
dumping of  bottles, which has 
created a mess and poses threats 
to safety and hygiene. The resi-
dents are urging the authorities 
to address the issue by increas-
ing police patrolling and initiat-
ing prompt cleaning efforts by 
the Pune Municipal Corpora-
tion. They emphasize the need 
for immediate action to restore a 
sense of  peace and security, es-
pecially for women and children. 

CS Krishnan, a concerned res-
ident, voiced his concerns, stat-
ing, "As residents, we no longer 
feel safe in our own neighbour-
hood. People openly consume al-
cohol in open spaces, and due to 
a shortage of  police manpower, 
adequate patrolling has not been 
carried out in Bavdhan. There 
are approximately six liquor 
shops in the vicinity, with many 
located near Bavdhan Tekdi, 
dark spots, the Shinde Commer-
cial Complex car park, and along 
NDA-Pashan Road. These areas 
have now become littered with 
broken liquor bottles. Moreover, 
this issue has attracted pigs, 
which now enter the spaces be-
tween Shinde Nagar Lane 3 and 
Natural Ice Cream on NDA-

Pashan Road. We urgently re-
quest the police officials to initi-
ate regular patrolling, as the 
presence of  drunkards has be-
come a menace. Additionally, we 
urge the Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration (PMC) to promptly clean 
the area." 

Another resident of  Bavdhan 
highlighted the safety concerns, 
saying, "The hillside in Bavdhan 
is no longer safe. Certain groups 
gather in these areas to consume 
alcohol and subsequently dis-
pose of  the bottles in open 
spaces. This makes it unsafe for 
us to walk in near the hill re-
gions. Despite regular street 
cleanings, the number of  empty 
alcohol bottles and beer cans 
continues to accumulate. The 
police should conduct thorough 

patrols across the entire area, as 
people visit the hillsides daily to 
drink, resulting in an escalating 
alcohol waste problem." 

A resident of  Bavdhan further 

shared the worsening situation 
during nighttime, stating, "In 
the evenings, Bavdhan experi-
ences a terrible situation. Every 
day, numerous individuals con-
gregate to consume alcohol, 
leaving behind a trail of  discard-
ed bottles and cans. This only 
adds to the existing garbage 
dump. The authorities have 
shown little control over the sit-
uation. Consequently, various 
parts of  Bavdhan have become 
unsafe, especially for women 
and children." 

Another resident expressed 
concerns over the lack of  fear 
among suspicious individuals 
and their disregard for the po-
lice. He shared, "We have repeat-
edly raised our voices against 
drinking alcohol in open spaces, 

but these individuals neither lis-
ten nor care. Moreover, they 
even threaten us. People are con-
suming alcohol at the entrance 
of  our building, near parked 
rickshaws, or inside their cars. 
The opposite side of  Lantana 
Garden has become an open-air 
drinking area. After consuming 
alcohol, they leave the area lit-
tered with bottles and plastic 
glasses. Broken bottles are fre-
quently found on the roads, pos-
ing risks to residents. Addition-
ally, these individuals display 
reckless behaviour while 
driving under the influence. The 
presence of  broken glass frag-
ments adds further danger. Fur-
thermore, they urinate in public 
without any regard for passers-
by, including women." 

The residents of  Bavdhan are 
appealing to the authorities for 
immediate action to address this 
escalating issue. They urge the 
police to enhance patrolling ef-
forts and ensure the safety of  the 
neighbourhood. The Pune Mu-
nicipal Corporation is also 
called upon to prioritize the 
cleanup of  the affected areas. 
Residents said that they hope 
that these measures will restore 
peace and security to Bavdhan, 
making it a safe place for all res-
idents, particularly women and 
children. 

FPJ contacted Pimpri Chinch-
wad police commissioner Vinay 
Kumar Choubey for the issue, 
but he did not respond at the 
time of  publication. 

BAVDHAN RESIDENTS DISTRESSED BY 
DRUNKARDS AND LITTERING IN AREA

WEB DESK  

The Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Ma-
hamandal Limited (PMPML) has intro-
duced the 'Pravasi Divas' initiative to 
gather complaints and feedback from 
commuters, with the goal of  enhancing 
public transportation services in the city. 

During the inaugural 'Pravasi Divas' 
held at all depots on Friday, PMPML re-

ceived 37 complaints and 14 feedback 
notes from citizens. To facilitate this 
process, a designated officer has been as-
signed to each depot to collect and 
address the concerns raised by com-
muters. 'Pravasi Divas' is scheduled to oc-
cur on the second and fourth Fridays of  
every month, from 3 pm to 5 pm, enabling 
individuals to provide their complaints 
or feedback directly at the depots.

Dipotsav celebration at Akhil Mhasoba Utsav Mandai Mandal, accompanied by an energetic dhol tasha perform-
ance by Swaraj Pathak in Pune. – ANAND CHAINI

Prohibitory orders for 
supp board exams

STAFF REPORTER  

In light of  the upcoming Higher Second-
ary Certificate (Class 12th) and 
Secondary School Certificate (Class 10th), 
Supplementary Examinations conducted 
by the Maharashtra State Board of  Sec-
ondary and Higher Secondary Education, 
Pune Collector Dr Rajesh Deshmukh has 
issued prohibitory orders from 6 am on 
July 18 to 8 pm on August 8. These orders 
apply within a 100-meter radius of  all sec-
ondary and higher secondary examina-
tion centres in rural areas of  the district. 

The imposition of  these orders aims to 
maintain law and order, prevent malprac-
tice at the examination centres, and en-
sure the smooth conduct of  the exams. 
The orders prohibit the entry of  any pri-
vate individuals, except teachers, officers, 
and staff  associated with the examina-
tion, within the examination centre 
premises and within 100 meters of  its 
vicinity. Gathering of  two or more per-
sons within the premises of  the examina-
tion centre is also prohibited, except for 
candidates appearing for the exams, au-
thorized examination personnel, police 
officers, and security staff. 

Furthermore, within a 100-meter ra-
dius of  the examination centres, the use 
of  public telephones, STDs, ISDs, booths, 
faxes, xerox centres, emails, internet fa-
cilities, laptops, mobile phones, media, or 
any similar means of  communication is 
strictly prohibited. Additionally, mobiles, 
wireless sets, transistors, radios, calcula-
tors, laptops, and similar devices are not 
allowed to be kept or used inside the ex-
amination centre or within 100 meters of  
its premises. The order emphasizes that 
individuals who violate these prohibitory 
orders will be subject to legal action 
under Section 188 of  the Indian Penal 
Code, 1860. The authorities are taking 
these measures to ensure a fair and 
secure examination environment for all 
candidates and to maintain the integrity 
of  the examination process.

STAFF REPORTER 

A condemned coach experi-
enced caught fire at the Daund 
railway yard of  Central Rail-
way on Monday. However, swift 
action from railway authori-
ties, aided by nearby water fa-
cilities, allowed them to 
promptly control the situation 
using fire extinguishers. 

Railway officials quickly 
mobilized their resources and 
effectively deployed fire extin-
guishers to combat the flames. 
Their prompt response result-
ed in the fire being contained 
rapidly, preventing any further 
escalation. "The incident took 
place today at approximately 
4:30 PM. Thankfully, due to the 
proximity of  the condemned 
coach to a nearby water pipe, 
which is commonly used for 
train washing, immediate ac-
cess to water was available, 
greatly aiding firefighting ef-
forts" said a CR senior officer.

STAFF REPORTER 

Students from civic-run Chha-
trapati Shahu Maharaj English 
Medium School, Kasarwadi, 
will be attending a two-day 
youth conference on Sustain-
able Development Goals in Heil-
bronn, Germany, from July 19. 
This marks the first time that 
students from the Pimpri 
Chinchwad will participate in 
an international workshop. 

The selected group of  10 stu-
dents from classes 8 and 9 will 
have the opportunity to present 
their work on water conserva-
tion and sanitation in front of  
foreign teachers and students 
during the ten-day study tour. 
Over the past two years, the 
Akanksha Foundation has col-
laborated with the Municipal 
School under the Sustainable 
Development Project 
designated by the United Na-
tions. The students have been 
actively involved in various ac-
tivities focused on water conser-
vation, including creating pub-
lic awareness, organizing exhi-
bitions, implementing water-
saving schemes, and planning 
cleanliness programs. Their ef-
forts align with the Sustainable 
Development Goals set by the 
United Nations.  

Parijat Prakash, the Head-
master of  Chhatrapati Shahu 
Maharaj English Medium 
School, expressed pride in the 
students' achievements and 
highlighted the school's com-
mitment to the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. The participa-
tion of  the students at the inter-
national level is seen as a begin-
ning, with the hope that other 
schools will also participate in 
similar initiatives in the future. 

The mother of  one of  the se-
lected students shared her joy 
and gratitude for the support 
provided by the Municipal Cor-
poration and Akanksha Foun-
dation, as her son becomes the 
first in their family to have an 
international opportunity. 

Commissioner Shekhar 
Singh praised the students' se-
lection and highlighted the 
significance of  this opportu-
nity for the municipal school 
students to showcase their tal-
ent at the international level. 
He emphasized the impor-
tance of  Sustainable Develop-
ment and expressed the mu-
nicipal administration's com-
mitment to providing quality 
facilities and adopting the best 
educational methods for the 
children and teachers of  mu-
nicipal schools.

From Kasarwadi to Heilbronn

PCMC school students 
head to Germany

37 complaints, 14 feedback 
notes from commuters

Condemned 
coach catches 

fire

PMPML’s ‘Pravasi Divas’



SENSEX 66,589.93     ▲      529.03 
NIFTY 19,711.45     ▲       146.95 
USD/INR 82.03     ▲           0.14 
GOLD 59,950.00     ▼        50.00 
SILVER 76,400.00      ▲          0.00

BIZ BULLETIN

The Reserve Bank has put up a stall at the venue of 
third meeting of G20 finance ministers and central bank 
governors (FMCBG) here, showcasing its recent 
innovation initiatives relating to pilot on 'Frictionless 

Credit' and 'Central Bank Digital Currency'. Set up at 
Mahatma Mandir Convention Centre, the 'Innovation 
Pavilion' also features an informative video explaining 
the various facets of these two initiatives. 

RBI puts up Innovation Pavilion at G20 FMCBG meeting venue MONEY 
 

MARKET WATCH

India, US mutually resolve 
all trade disputes at WTO     
India and the US have mutually resolved 
all six trade disputes pending at the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), in line 
with the commitment made by the two 
countries during the US visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi last month, an 
official said. The official said that both 
countries have informed the WTO's 
dispute settlement body (DSB) about the 
resolution of all the pending disputes. 
 
Domestic tractor sales  
at 8-month high in June 
Tractor sales in India rose to an eight-
month high of 98,422 units in June, up 
4.2% on year, data from the Tractor and 
Mechanization Association showed. 
Domestic tractor sales were 82,907 units 
in May. On a month-on-month basis 
domestic tractor sales were up 18.7%. 
Tractor exports continued the downward 
trend, falling 36.2% on year in June. 
During the month, 8,198 units of tractors 
were exported compared to exports of 
8,356 units in May. 
 
FDI inflows at $5.31 bn in 
May vs $8.11 bn year ago 
Gross foreign direct investments into 
India were at $5.31 bln in May, down 
from $8.11 bln a year ago, data released 
by the Reserve Bank of India today 
showed. Manufacturing, business 
services and financial services attracted 
majority of the FDI inflows in May, while 
Singapore, the Netherlands and the US 
were major source countries for FDI 
during the month, the report said.  In 
April, FDI inflows were at $6.93 bln.  
 
Bank of India seeks EoI 
for `720.7 mn NPAs 
Bank of India has invited expressions-of-
interest from asset reconstruction 
companies, banks, non-banking financial 
or financial institutions for the sale of 
stressed assets of Visa Steel and Sardar 
Cottons, the bank said in a newspaper 
notice on Monday. The stressed assets 
are worth 720.7 mln rupees, of which, 
Visa Steel has bad assets worth 656.4 
mln rupees and Sardar Cottons has bad 
assets worth 64.3 mln rupees.  
 
IOC signs LNG deals with 
Adhoc, TotalEnergies      
India's top oil firm IOC has signed deals 
to import liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
from UAE's Abu Dhabi Gas Liquefaction 
Co Ltd and TotalEnergies of France on a 
long-term basis. Indian Oil Corporation 
(IOC) signed the deals during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's visit to France 
and the UAE last week.  
 
Dr Reddy's to acquire 
26% stake in SPV O2  
Dr Reddy's Laboratories Ltd has entered 
agreement with TEQ Green Power XI Pvt 
Ltd and O2 Power SG Pte Ltd for 
consumption and supply of renewable 
energy, according to an exchange filing. 
Dr Reddy's will acquire 26% stake in the 
special purpose vehicle O2 Renewable 
Energy IX Pvt Ltd and 74% will be held 
by TEQ Green Power XI. 
 
Vistara to respond to CCI 
queries by month end  
Vistara CEO Vinod Kannan on Monday 
said the airline will submit its response to 
the Competition Commission's queries on 
the proposed merger with Air India by 
the end of this month and expressed 
confidence of receiving all regulatory 
approvals by early next year. The 
Competition Commission of India (CCI) 
has sought more details on the merger of 
Vistara with Air India, a deal that was 
announced in November last year. 
 
Matrix Gas files papers 
for initial public offering  
Gas aggregator Matrix Gas and 
Renewables Ltd has filed draft papers to 
raise funds through an initial public 
offering (IPO). Post the successful 
completion of the IPO, the company will 
be listed on NSE Emerge, a platform for 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs). 
The IPO comprises fresh issue of 56 lakh 
equity shares with no offer-for sale (OFS) 
component, according to the DRHP filed 
on Saturday with NSE Emerge. 
 
Platinum files papers for 
fresh issue of 15.9 mn shrs 
Platinum Industries Ltd has filed a draft 
red herring prospectus with the Sebi for 
an initial public offering comprising a 
fresh issue of 15.9 mln shares. Platinum 
Industries is a Mumbai-based company 
engaged in manufacturing stabilisers.  
 
L&T gets new orders in 
water treatment segment  
Larsen and Toubro (L&T) on Monday said 
it has bagged "large orders" in the water 
& effluent treatment segment in the 
domestic market. The work order has 
been received from the State Water & 
Sanitation Mission, Uttar Pradesh, to 
construct a water supply scheme for the 
Hanumanganj multi-group of villages in 
the districts of Ballia and Firozabad, L&T 
said in a statement. 
 
Jewellery World expo at 
St Regis Hotel in Mumbai 
Jewellery enthusiasts, fashion connoisseurs, 
and discerning buyers will be enthralled 
as the prestigious Jewellery World 
Exhibition at the renowned St Regis Hotel 
in Mumbai on July 21-23. This highly 
anticipated event showcases an 
extraordinary collection of exquisite jewels 
from around the world.        —Agencies

Luxury car market in India poised for record sales in 2023
IN TOP GEAR

Apr-Jun BoP surplus 
improved to $24.4 bn 
India's balance of payments 
surplus improved significantly 
in the June quarter to $24.4 
bln from $5.6 bln in Jan-Mar, 
according to a Reserve Bank 
of India staff paper released 
on Monday. "The overall 
balance of payments surplus 
improved strongly in 
Q1:2023-24, indicating that 
financial flows comfortably 
exceeded the current account 
deficit," said the paper. The 
paper attributed its views to 
a host of central bank 
officials, including Deputy 
Governor Michael Patra, and 
said they do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the RBI.

BSE-listed firms' mkt valuation hits 
all-time high of `303.59L crore 
The market capitalisation of BSE-listed firms reached an all-
time high of Rs 303.59 lakh crore as investors continued to 
be bullish and benchmark Sensex hit a record 66,656.21 
points on Monday. The 30-share BSE Sensex climbed 529.03 
pointsto settle at its new lifetime closing high of 66,589.93 
points. Thanks to the rally, the market capitalisation (mcap) 
of BSE-listed firms climbed to a record high of Rs 
3,03,59,528.96 crore. 
    "Markets were in sublime form as benchmark indices 
scaled fresh peaks on the back of a rally in banking stocks 
after HDFC Bank announced better-than-expected Q1 
results. Most corporate results announced so far have more 
or less met expectations, which shows the improving health 
of our economy," Shrikant Chouhan, head of research (retail) 
at Kotak Securities Ltd, said. The rally came despite 
weakness in European markets and a mixed ending in key 
Asian gauges, he added. 
   Among the indices, bankex jumped 1.45 per cent, 
financial services climbed 1.11 per cent, healthcare (0.81 
per cent), commodities (0.72 per cent), energy (0.62 per 
cent) and oil & gas (0.38 per cent).
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PTI / New Delhi 

Indian luxury car segment is driving to-
wards an all-time high sales this year 
with the big three, Mercedes-Benz, BMW 
and Audi, posting record numbers in the 
first half  of  2023. 

In the January-June period this year, 
German luxury carmaker Mercedes-Benz 
posted its best-ever half-yearly sales in In-
dia at 8,528 units, a growth of  13 per cent 
over 7,573 units in the year-ago period. 

Similarly, compatriot BMW Group also 
posted record sales of  5,867 units of  luxu-
ry cars across its BMW and MINI brands 
during the period, its best half-yearly 
sales in India. 

Another German luxury carmaker, 
Audi, posted a 97 per cent jump in retail 
sales in India at 3,474 units in the first half  
of  2023 as compared to 1,765 units in the 
January to June period in 2022. 

"Our estimate is that in the first six 
months (of  the year) about 21,000 cars 
have been sold in the luxury space and 
normally H2 (second half) is better than 
H1. So, our estimate is that the whole lux-
ury cars segment should be close to about 
46,000-47,000 cars this year, which definite-
ly is all-time high," Audi India Head 
Balbir Singh Dhillon told PTI. 

The previous record was about 40,000 
units in 2018, he said, adding after that the 
luxury segment had suffered in 2019 be-
cause of  the "economic situation" and 
from 2020 onwards the pandemic had 
hampered growth. 

"So this is a resurgent year, everybody's 
growing. Somebody is growing stronger 

than the other. That's what reality is and 
will always be," he added. 

Similarly, BMW Group India President 
Vikram Pawah said, "In the second half  
also we will break records... It will be even 
better (than H1) with supplies becoming 
normal. We'll be having a record year if  
all things remain constant in the 
economy. The demand seems strong, the 
product line-up is strong, further en-
hanced by the launch of  the new X5 and 
response is strong."   

On the reasons behind the robust 
growth in the luxury segment, he said 
apart from new launches and models fuel-
ing growth, the strong economy of  India 
is playing a key role.

INFORMIST / New Delhi 

Prices of  government bonds end-
ed higher on Monday after a weak 
start, spurred by an intraday fall 
in US Treasury yields and domes-
tic traders receiving fixed rates in 
the overnight indexed swap mar-
ket, dealers said. 

The 10-year benchmark 7.26%, 
2033 bond closed at 101.26 rupees, 
or 7.08% yield, against 101.15 ru-
pees, or 7.09% yield, on Friday.  

The yield on the 10-year US 
Treasury note fell 4 basis points 
to 3.79% by the end of  Indian mar-
ket hours today, as investors in 
European trade piled up on the 
fixed income asset following 
weaker-than-expected GDP data 
in China.  Data from the National 
Bureau of  Statistics showed Chi-
na's economy grew 6.3% on year 
in Apr-Jun compared to 7.3% pro-
jected by a Reuters poll.  

Even before the move in US 
Treasury yields, traders speculat-
ed an Indian corporate house was 
receiving fixed rates in the five-
year OIS, spurring buys in gilts as 
well, dealers said. Gilt prices had 
recovered most of  the early losses 
by 1200 IST on the back of  the 
move in swap rates.

PTI / Mumbai 

Benchmark Sensex and Nifty rallied for a third day in a 
row to close at fresh lifetime high levels on Monday fol-
lowing buying in banking and oil stocks and FII inflows. 

Analysts said the first quarter results by Indian com-
panies have been mostly in line with expectations, trig-
gering a rally in local equities despite mixed global cues. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped 529.03 points or 0.80 
per cent to settle at its new all-time closing high of  
66,589.93. During the day, it climbed 595.31 points or 0.90 
per cent to hit its lifetime intra-day peak of  66,656.20. As 
many as 18 Sensex shares closed in the green while 12 de-
clined. The NSE Nifty also soared by 146.95 points or 0.75 
per cent to close at a new record high of  19,711.45. During 
the day, it rallied 167.35 points or 0.85 per cent to its record 
intra-day high of  19,731.85. 

From the Sensex pack, State Bank of  India rose the 
most by 2.82 per cent. Gains in Wipro, Reliance 
Industries, HDFC Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank and In-
dusInd Bank helped the index closed at record levels. 

"Despite the mixed performance observed in the Asian 
market due to China's underwhelming GDP data, the In-
dian market exhibited resilience, in anticipation of  a 
bumper Q1 result," Vinod Nair, Head of  Research at Geo-

jit Financial Services said. 
"The sharp surge in the banking index after a pause in 

the IT pack reaffirms our bullish view and we are eyeing 
Nifty to gradually inch towards a new milestone i.e. 
20,000 mark," Ajit Mishra, SVP - Technical Research, Re-
ligare Broking Ltd. 

In the broader market, the BSE smallcap gauge 
climbed 0.85 per cent and the midcap index advanced 0.29 
per cent. 

INFORMIST / Mumbai 

The Reserve Bank of India net 
bought $7.37 bln in the foreign 
exchange market in May, compared 
with $7.70 bln bought in April, data 
on the central bank's website 
showed. On a gross basis, the 
central bank did not sell dollars in 
May compared to the $700 mln sold 
in April. RBI bought about $7.37 bln 
in May, compared with $8.40 bln in 
April. At the end of May, the RBI had 
net long outstanding forward 
foreign exchange positions of 
$19.23 bln, compared with $19.93 
bln a month ago.  In the currency 
futures segment, net outstanding 
currency futures were zero at the 
end of May as the central bank did 
not buy or sell in this segment.   

PTI / New Delhi 

Tamil Nadu has pipped Maha-
rashtra and Gujarat to emerge as 
the top state in the Niti Aayog's 
Export Preparedness Index 2022. 

The index is aimed at assessing 
the readiness of  the states in 
terms of  their export potential 
and performance. Gujarat had 
topped the chart in the last two 
rankings. Tamil Nadu with an 
overall score of  80.89 topped the 
third edition of  rankings. Maha-
rashtra with a score of  78.20 was 
second while Karnataka (76.36) 
was third. Gujarat with a score of  
73.22 was fourth, followed by 
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, West 
Bengal and Kerala in that order in 
the ranking of  coastal states, ac-

cording to the government think 
tank's report released on Monday. 

Among hilly/Himalayan 
states, Uttarakhand has ranked at 
the top position. It is followed by 
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Tripura, Sikkim, Nagaland, 
Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Mizoram in that order. 

Haryana (63.65) topped the 
chart among the landlocked re-
gions. It was followed by Telan-
gana, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. 

In the category of  union terri-
tories/small states, Goa (51.58) 
was ranked first. Jammu and 
Kashmir, Delhi, Andaman and 
Nicobar and Ladakh were ranked 
second, third, fourth and fifth,  
respectively.

PTI / New Delhi 

India has risen from being the 10th 
largest economy in the world in 2014 
to the fifth largest now on the back 
of  "landmark" reforms like GST and 
an unprecedented infrastructure 
push, Bernstein said in a report on 
the Modi government's tenure. 

The brokerage in a 31-page report 
titled 'The decade under PM Modi - a 
deep-dive', hailed landmark reforms, 
inflation control and financial inclu-
sion and digitisation despite inherit-
ing "a weak economy with several 
institutions in distress". 

"Fortune strikes overnight - for 
some, it is by luck, and for most, it is 
led by years of  effort. The Indian sto-
ry is similar, becoming more believ-
able even as the building blocks took 
over a decade to strengthen," it said. 

Under Modi, India has seen 
tremendous progress in several ar-
eas. 

"The building blocks have been 
put in place, and although economic 
growth has been sluggish for several 
years in the past decade - part of  that 
was unwinding the excesses and 
strengthening the economy through 
new reform initiatives. 

"The building blocks are clearly in 
place for a positive India cycle as 
long as the continuity of  policies re-
mains. We remain positive on the 
broader markets, even as we see 
room for some moderation in 
2HFY24 macro, as we believe that the 
cycle view will continue to limit 
downside risks," the report said.

ANI / Ahmedabad 

Global economic growth is 
below its long-runaverage and 
remains uneven, with the uncer-
tainty around the outlook re-
maining high, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
said on Monday in her opening 
remarks at the inaugural session 
of  the 3rd Finance Ministers and 
Central Bank Governors meet-
ing in Gujarat's Gandhinagar. 

“Since we last met in April, 
the global economic growth is 
below its long-run average and 
remains uneven further the un-
certainty around the outlook re-
mains high and downside risks 
to the outlook still persist,” 

Sitharaman said. 
Against that context, in her 

six-minute remarks, she called 
for coordinated international ef-
forts to navigate this challenging 
period and sought conversation 
on these issues. Quoting one of  
Mahatma Gandhi's famous 
lines, “The future depends on 
what we do in the present,” she 

said the statement conveys the 
responsibility they have as the fi-
nanceministers and central 
bank governors of  the G20 coun-
tries in steering the global econ-
omy towards sustainable, bal-
anced, and inclusive growth. 

Sitharaman and the RBI Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das, are 
jointly chairing the meeting. 

Petrol, diesel sales fall as 
monsoon ebbs demand

PTI / New Delhi 

India's petrol and diesel con-
sumption fell in the first half  of  
July as fury of  monsoon flipped 
travel plans and reduced the de-
mand in the agri sector, prelimi-
nary industry data showed. 

Demand for diesel, the most 
consumed fuel in the country ac-
counting for about two-fifths of  
the demand, fell 15 per cent to 2.96 
million tonnes in July 1-15, com-
pared to the year-ago period. 

Consumption of  diesel, which 
had soared 6.7 per cent and 9.3 per 
cent in April and May, respective-
ly, as agriculture demand picked 
up and cars yanked up air-condi-
tioning to beat the summer heat, 
has tapered since the second half  
of  June after the monsoon set in. 

Month-on-month sales fell al-
most 20 per cent, when compared 
with 3.68 million tonnes of  diesel 
consumed in June 1-15. 

Petrol sales dropped 10.5 per 
cent to 1.25 million tonnes during 
the first half  of  July 2023, when 
compared with the same period 
last year. Sales were down 10.8 per 
cent month-on-month, the data 
showed. 

Both the manufacturing and 
services sectors in India have 
been in expansion territory to 
support oil demand for over one 
year.

INFORMIST / Mumbai 

India's real gross domestic product 
needs to grow at 7.6% annually 
over the next 25 years to achieve 
the per capita income level to be-
come a developed economy, accord-
ing to a Reserve Bank of  India 
staff  paper released on Monday. 

The RBI staff  paper titled "India 
@100" provides an indicative 
roadmap for India to become a de-
veloped country by 2047-48.  

The paper does not necessarily 
reflect the views of  the RBI. As per 
The World Bank's classification of  
a developed (high-income) country, 
a country's per capita nominal 
GDP must be more than $21,664 to 
become a high-income country by 
2047.  

"To achieve this target, the re-
quired real GDP CAGR 

(compound annual growth rate) 
for India works out to be 7.6% dur-
ing 2023-24 to 2047-48," the staff  pa-
per said.  

Meanwhile, the  elevated 
interest rates are set to buoy the re-
turns from the RBI's foreign invest-
ments to the tune of  USD 6-8 
billion this fiscal, which will help 
the monetary authority pay higher 
dividend to the government and 
also buffer up the forex reserves a 
la the FY21 fashion, says an over-
seas brokerage report. 

PTI / New Delhi 

Employees' State Insurance Cor-
poration (ESIC) has added 20.23 
lakh new subscribers in May 
2023, according to the latest pay-
roll data.  

The provisional payroll data of  
ESIC reveals that 20.23 lakh new 
employees have been added in 
May 2023, a labour ministry state-
ment said. 

Around 24,886 new establish-
ments have been registered and 
brought under the social security 
umbrella of  the Employees' State 
Insurance Corporation in May 
2023, thus ensuring more cover-
age, it stated. 

According to the data, more 
jobs have been generated for the 
youth of  the nation as out of  the 

total 20.23 lakh employees added 
during May 2023, 9.40 lakh em-
ployees up to the age group of  25 
years constitute the majority of  
new registrations, which is 47 per 
cent of  the total employees. 

Gender-wise analysis of  pay-
roll data indicates that the net en-
rolment of  female members has 
been 3.96 lakh in May 2023.  

The data also revealed that a to-
tal of  71 transgender employees 
have got registered under ESI 
Scheme in May 2023. 

PTI / New Delhi 

The government has clarified that 
import restrictions on certain gold 
jewellery and articles are not appli-
cable for units in the special econom-
ic zones (SEZs).  

On July 12, the government, 
through a notification, imposed 
these restrictions on certain gold 
jewellery and articles.  In a policy 
circular, the Directorate General of  
Foreign Trade (DGFT) said it has re-
ceived representations from SEZs 
units highlighting issues being faced 
by them due to these restrictions. 

Accordingly, it is "clarified" that 
imports of  these products by SEZ 
units "are outside the purview" of  
the July 12 notification, the DGFT 
said. 

The indices rallied for 3rd day in a row to close at fresh lifetime high levels following buying in banking and oil stocks

SENSEX, NIFTY SCALE NEW LIFETIME 
HIGHS ON FII BUYING, BETTER Q1 SHOW

PTI / New Delhi 

India's gems 
and jewellery 
exports fell 
39.6% year-on-
year to $1.53 bln 
in June, and im-
ports declined 26.1% to $1.9 bln, 
according to data from the Gem & 
Jewellery Export Promotion 
Council. 

In Apr-Jun, the exports were 
down 27.5% on year at $5.54 bln, 
and imports down 22.8% at $5.20 
bln.  

In June, India exported 1.51 
mln carats of  cut and polished di-
amonds, compared to 2.12 mln 
carats exported in the year-ago 
period. In Apr-Jun, the country 
exported 4.71 mln carats of  the 
precious stone, down from 6.76 

mln carats a 
year ago.  

Import of  
rough diamonds 
fell to 12.04 mln 
carats in June 
from 13.32 mln 
carats in the 

same month last year. In Apr-Jun, 
the imports were at 31.69 mln 
carats, against 29.7 mln carats in 
the same period a year ago. 

Exports of  silver jewellery fell 
sharply to $60.43 mln in June 
from $324.16 mln a year ago. In 
Apr-Jun, shipments fell 74.8% on 
year to $204.76 mln. 

India imported gold bars worth 
$93.77 mln in June against $111.44 
mln in the same period last year, 
the data showed. Gold jewellery 
imports rose 403.9% on year to 
$99.72 mln in June.

India on a roll 
owing to landmark 
reforms like GST 
under PM Modi

Need 7.6% growth for 25 years for 
developed economy tag: RBI paper

ESIC adds 20.23 lakh 
new members in May

Import restrictions 
on gold jewellery 
not applicable for 

SEZ units

Gilts reverse 
early losses as 
US yields and  
swap rates fall

Global growth uneven with  
uncertain outlook: Sitharaman

Gems, jewellery exports down 
39.6% YoY at $1.53 bn in June

RBI net buys 
$7.37 bn in forex 
market in May

Tamil Nadu tops list, 
Gujarat skids to 4th slot

G20 FMCBG MEET

BERNSTEIN REPORT 

NITI'S EXPORT PREPAREDNESS INDEX 2022

Bernstein studied some 
parameters to assess how 
India has fared since 2014.

Around 24,886 new 
establishments have been 
registered and brought 

under ESIC in May

Demand for diesel  fell 
15% to 2.96 mn tonnes in 

July 1-15 period



 

BIZ BULLETIN
15% global minimum tax 
to come into effect next yr     
Global minimum tax of 15 per cent will 
come into effect from next year and by 
2025 almost 90 per cent of MNCs 
having revenues of more 750 million 
euros will be subject to the levy in every 
country of operation, said OECD in its 
report to G20. "The implementation of 
the global minimum tax is now well 
underway and will come into effect from 
the beginning of next year," the OECD 
said. 
 
Ashok Leyland bags  
`800 cr order from Army     
Commercial vehicle maker Ashok 
Leyland on Monday said it has bagged 
orders worth Rs 800 crore from the 
Indian Army. The contracts awarded also 
include the procurement of the Field 
Artillery Tractor (FAT 4x4) and the Gun 
Towing Vehicle (GTV 6x6), Ashok Leyland 
said in a statement. 
 
Styched acquires sneaker 
startup Flatheads     
E-commerce fashion brand Styched has 
acquired D2C casual sneaker startup 
Flatheads in an all-equity transaction, 
the company announced on Monday. 
While Flatheads will continue offering its 
existing range of products, Styched will 
take charge of its operations and hire 
"aggressively" for strengthening the 
footwear department within Styched, the 
statement said. 
 
SAT upholds SEBI order 
in NSE co-location case 
The Securities Appellate Tribunal on 
Wednesday affirmed Securities and 
Exchange Board of India&rsquo;s core 
charges against broker OPG Securities in 
its Feb 11, 2021, order in the National 
Stock Exchange co-location case wherein 
it had imposed a penalty of 1 mln 
rupees on the broker and a joint and 
several penalty 50 mln rupees on the 
broker and three directors of the 
brokerage firm. But SAT directed SEBI to 
reconsider the quantum of penalty in the 
wake of its earlier ruling in a related 
case against the broker. 
 
Tata Elxsi Apr-Jun net 
profit falls 6.3% on qtr 
Tata Elxsi Ltd's net profit for the June 
quarter fell 6.3% sequentially to 1.89 
bln rupees. Revenue from operations for 
the quarter rose 1.5% to 8.5 bln rupees. 
On a year-on-year basis, the net profit 
rose 2.2% and revenue was up 17.1%. 
The company's other income fell to 
222.09 mln rupees from 256.87 mln 
rupees a quarter ago. 

MONEY

Although often overlooked, the 
logistics and warehousing 
segment plays a crucial role in 

the economy. In India, this sector is 
experiencing rapid growth and 
development due to the rise in 
commercial activities, the expansion 
of e-commerce, and the 
advancement of supply chains. The 
primary function of the logistics and 
warehousing segment is to facilitate 
the transportation of products from 
their origin to the end consumers. 
In this article, we will delve into the 
flourishing warehousing sector in 
India and explore the key factors 
fueling the growth of the Indian 
warehousing market. Let's begin. 

What's Happening? 
According to a report by IBEF (India 
Brand Equity Foundation), the 
Indian warehousing market is 
projected to grow at a Compound 
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 
15.64% from 2022 to 2027, 
reaching a market size of US $34.99 
billion (approximately Rs 2,872.10 
billion). The warehousing sector in 
India has undergone a significant 
transformation in recent years, 
thanks to the introduction of 
modern warehouse facilities and 
technology-based solutions.  
Increasing demand and supply have 
contributed to the growing 
momentum of the Indian 
warehousing industry. Notably, 
third-party logistics providers and e-
commerce ventures are major 
players in this industry, expanding 
their presence in tier 2 and 3 cities 
and playing an increasingly 
significant role in the secondary 
marketplace. 
Factors Boosting the 
Warehousing Market 
Several factors are driving the 
growth of the warehousing market 
in India. Let's explore some of these 
key factors: 

1. E-commerce: The surge in e-
commerce has significantly 
contributed to the expansion of the 
warehousing segment.  
2. Infrastructure Development: 
The government's emphasis on 
infrastructure development in India 
has created a favourable 
environment for the warehousing 
industry.  
3. Manufacturing Shift: The shift 
of international companies' 
manufacturing focus to India has 
increased demand for warehouse 
options and logistics services.  
4. Emergence of Startups: The 
market has witnessed the 
emergence of technology-driven 
logistics and warehousing startups.  

Investment in the  
Warehouse Segment 
The warehousing segment in India 
has witnessed significant 
investment activity in recent years. 
According to IBEF, the sector has 
received a total institutional 
investment of US $5.4 billion 
between 2019 and 2022, with a 
notable 35% share in 2022 alone. 
Furthermore, a report from CNBC 
TV18 suggests that India will need 
to create sufficient supply to meet 
the demand for 223 million square 
feet of Grade-A warehousing space 
over the next three years. 
To support such a scale of 
development, an equity investment 
of $3.8 billion will be required. This 
indicates a substantial investment 
opportunity of $2.8 billion in the 
near future, as estimated by CREDAI  
and Anarock.

India's Warehousing Sector: 
Onward and Upward

Teji Mandi (TM Investment Technologies Pvt Ltd) is a SEBI registered Research 
Analyst (RA). Information in this article should not be construed as 
investment advice. Please visit www.tejimandi.com to know more.
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Investment management com-
pany GQG Partners LLC on 
Monday announced that it, 
along with 15 other funds, has 
acquired 5.96% stake or 21.56 
mln shares in Patanjali Foods 
Ltd through a recent offer for 
sale. 

Earlier ,Patanjali Foods Ltd's 
promoter Patanjali Ayurved Ltd 
sold 25.34 mln shares, or 7% 
stake, of  the company on Jul 13 
and Jul 14 via offer for sale, ac-
cording to an exchange filing. 

With this, the shareholding of  
the promoter group in Patanjali 
Foods has come down to 73.82% 

from 80.82% earlier, and the 
company has become compliant 
with the minimum public share-
holding requirements. 

The floor price was kept at Rs 
1,000 per share but allotment to 
non-retail investors was done at 
a share price of  Rs 1,103.80. 

GQG's investment would, there-
fore, be worth around Rs 2,400 
crore. 

The non-retail quota was sub-
scribed over 2 times, while the 
retail portion saw 3 times bids 
on Friday. 

In the March quarter of  FY23, 
Patanjali Foods reported a 13% 
YoY growth in standalone net 
profit at Rs 264 crore while its 
revenue rose 18% YoY to Rs 7,873 
crore. The company has a return 
on equity (ROE) of  11% and a re-
turn on capital employed 
(ROCE) of  13.4%. The company 
has a return on assets (ROA) of  
7.2% and a manageable debt-to-
equity ratio of  0.2. 

GQG Partners, others buy 5.96% stake in 
Patanjali Foods; invests over `2,400 crore

PTI / New Delhi 

Core income growth and trading gains helped 
HDFC Bank post a 29 per cent jump in consol-
idated net profit for the June quarter at Rs 
12,370 crore. 

On a standalone basis, the largest private 
sector lender reported a 30 per cent jump in 
net profit for April-June period at Rs 11,952 
crore. 

This is one of  the fastest profit growths re-
ported by the city-headquartered lender, 
which recently completed merger of  its mort-
gage financier parent HDFC into itself  with 
effect from July 1 onwards. 

A few years ago, it had a multi-quarter run 
of  having a 30 per cent jump in net profits till 
the slowing economy tempered it to around 20 
per cent levels. 

HDFC Bank, however, showed a decline in 
profits when compared to the preceding 
March quarter. 

In the reporting quarter, core Net Interest 
Income (NII) grew 21 per cent to Rs 23,599 

crore, helped by 15.8 per cent advances 
growth, while the Net Interest Margin ex-
panded to 4.1 per cent on the overall assets. 

The other income came at Rs 9,230 crore, 
but it was the trading gains of  Rs 552 crore as 
against a loss of  Rs 1,077 crore in the year-ago 
period, which helped the bottom line. 

It's operating expenses grew 33.9 per cent to 
Rs 14,057 crore. 

The provisions and contingencies for the 
reporting quarter were at Rs 2,860 crore, as 
against Rs 3,122 crore in the year-ago period, 
and also helped the profit growth. 

The gross non-performing assets ratio im-
proved to 1.17 per cent when compared to 1.28 
per cent in the year-ago period, but was mar-
ginally higher when compared with the 1.12 
per cent in the preceding March quarter-end. 

The share of  the low-cost current and sav-
ing account deposits stood at 42 per cent as on 
June 30. Its overall branch strength was 7,860, 
with 52 per cent of  them being in semi-urban 
and rural areas, and the rest in urban pockets. 

From a loan book composition perspective, 
retail assets accounted for 38 per cent of  the 
Rs 16.29 lakh crore loan book, commercial 
and rural banking were at 38 per cent and cor-
porate advances were 24 per cent. 

HDFC Bank's overall capital adequacy 
stood at 18.9 per cent as of  June 30, 2023 and 
was well above regulatory requirements. 

The overall number of  employees grew to 
1,81,725 at the end of  June.

PTI / New Delhi 

LTIMindtree on Monday posted a 
4.1 per cent year-on-year rise in 
its consolidated net profit to Rs 
1,152.3 crore in the quarter ended 
June 30, although the numbers 
were a tad below market expecta-
tions. 

The company posted a net 
profit of  Rs 1,106.5 crore in the 
same period a year ago. 

The IT services company re-
ported that its order inflow con-
tinued to increase while key ver-
ticals like BFSI "performed well". 

Born out of  the merger of  L&T 
Group companies LTI (Larsen 
and Toubro Infotech) and 
Mindtree, the sixth-largest IT 
services firm also registered a 
13.83 per cent rise in revenue 
from operations to Rs 8,702.1 
crore during the reported 
quarter compared to Rs 7,644.2 
crore in the year-ago period.  

The company had 723 active 
clients as of  June 30, 2023. During 
the quarter, its USD 50 million-
plus clients increased by 3 to 13.   

"During the first quarter of  

FY24, LTIMindtree delivered 8.2 
per cent YoY revenue growth in 
constant currency. Our key verti-
cals BFSI, manufacturing and re-
sources and Hi-Tech, media and 
entertainment, which make up 
75 per cent of  our revenues per-
formed well," said Debashis 
Chatterjee, Chief  Executive Offi-
cer and Managing Director of  
LTIMindtree, said in a state-
ment. 

He observed that the compa-
ny's strategic programmes are 
bearing fruit, which is evident in 
the upward movement across 
client buckets.  

"The order inflow continued to 
increase and reached USD 1.41 
billion in this quarter. Our opera-
tional rigour helped us achieve 
an EBIT (earnings before 
interest and tax) of  16.7 per cent 
and PAT (profit after tax) of  13.2 
per cent," Chatterjee added.

PTI / Gandhinagar 

World Bank president Ajay Banga 
on Monday said amid global chal-
lenges, he is more optimistic about 
India and its economy now than he 
has been "in a long time". 

Talking to the media on the side-
lines of  the third G20 Finance Min-
isters and Central Bank Governors 
meeting here, the first-ever Indian-
American to head the top global fi-
nancial institution said the  world 
economy is in a difficult place. 

Banga (63) showered praises on 

India for its digital infrastructure, 
saying he is a "big fan" of  such ini-
tiatives taken by the world's fifth 

largest economy. 
"I am more optimistic about In-

dia, as a whole, economically, than 
I have been for a long time. The fact 
is that the world economy is in a 
difficult place. It has outperformed 
what everybody thought. But it 
does not mean that it won't be more 
challenging. The IMF forecast, the 
World Bank forecast are that the 
world will get a little challenging 
over the next year or so," he said at 
the Mahatma Mandir Convention 
Centre, where the G20 meeting is 
being held. 

PTI / New Delhi 

Leading media firm Zee Enter-
tainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) 
has formed an "interim commit-
tee" to run day-to-day operations 
as its managing director and 
chief  executive Punit Goenka 
failed to get relief  from the Secu-
rities Appellate Tribunal (SAT). 

Last week, SAT refused to give 
any interim relief  to Essel Group 
chairman Subash Chandra and 
his son Punit Goenka against a 
Sebi order that barred them from 
holding the position of  director 

or key managerial post in any 
listed company. Following this or-
der, an interim committee has 
been formed on July 14, which 
will function under the supervi-
sion of  the board of  ZEEL. 

Confirming the development, 
a ZEEL spokesperson said: "The 

Board of  ZEEL in a meeting con-
ducted on July 14, 2023, evaluated 
and discussed all the necessary 
steps, in light of  the interim 
order passed by the SEBI and the 
subsequent judgement by SAT. 

Meanwhile, The merger of  
ZEE Entertainment and Sony 
has reached an advanced stage of  
completion, and the issues faced 
by promoters with Sebi should 
not become a problem for the 
company, debarred ZEEL MD 
Punit Goenka has said in a letter 
to employees, according to 
sources.

More optimistic about India now than 'in 
a long time', says WB chief Ajay Banga

Zee forms interim committee to run ops as 
Punit Goenka fails to get relief from SAT

PTI / New Delhi 

Belgium-based Promixus Group, 
through its subsidiary, will acquire 
up to 84 per cent stake in enterprise 
messaging firm Route Mobile.  

Proximus Opal, a subsidiary of  
the Proximus Group, will initially 
acquire a 57.56 per cent stake in 
Route Mobile for Rs 5,922.4 crore in 
an all-cash deal, the enterprise mes-
saging firm said in a regulatory fil-
ing. "Proximus Group will acquire 
57.56 per cent of  the shares in Route 
Mobile through Proximus Opal, for 
an initial Rs 59,224 million cash con-
sideration for a price per share of  
Rs 1,626.40," according to the filing.  

The acquisition has triggered an 

open market offer for the sale of  26 
per cent of  Route Mobile in compli-
ance with regulatory guidelines. 

"Proposed shareholding after the 
acquisition of  shares which trig-
gered the Open Offer, assuming en-
tire 26 per cent is tendered in the 
Open Offer" is "5,28,63,919 Equity 
Shares representing 83.56  per cent 
of  the Expanded Voting Share Cap-
ital," the filing said.  

Proximus Group to acquire 84% stake 
in Route Mobile, buys 58% for `5,922 cr

LTIMindtree Q1 net profit 
up 4.1% to `1,152.3 crore

HDFC Bank net profit jumps 29% on 
core income growth, trading gains

Central Bank Q1 
profit surges 78% 

to `418 crore 
PTI / New Delhi 

State-owned Central Bank of  
India on Monday reported a 78 
per cent rise in net profit at Rs 
418 crore for the June quarter 
due to decline in bad loans and 
increase in interest income. 

The Mumbai-based lender 
had posted a net profit of  Rs 235 
crore in the year-ago period. 

Total income during the 
quarter under review increased 
to Rs 8,184 crore from Rs 6,357 
crore in FY23, Central Bank of  
India said in a regulatory filing. 

Interest earned by the bank 
grew to Rs 7,225 crore over Rs 
5,527 crore in the June quarter a 
year ago. 

Net Interest Income of  the 
bank increased by 48 per cent to 
Rs 3,176 crore in Q1 FY24, it 
said. 

The bank's asset quality 
showed improvement as gross 
Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) 
declined to 4.95 per cent of  gross 
advances by the end of  June 
2023, from 14.90 per cent as of  
June 2022.

PTI / Bengaluru 

Foxconn, a major iPhone assem-
bler for Apple, has proposed to 
set up a Rs 8,800 crore supple-
mentary plant to that of  the unit 
at Devanahalli Information 
Technology Investment Region 
(ITIR) in Karnataka, the state's 
Large and Medium Industries 
Minister M B Patil said on Mon-
day. 

The Chief  Minister Siddara-
maiah chaired a high-level meet-
ing with the delegates of  Fox-
conn Industrial Internet (Fii), 
headed by its CEO, Brand Cheng, 
in this regard, he said. 

As per the proposal, Fii, a sub-
sidiary of  Foxconn (formally 
known as Hon Hai Precision In-
dustry Co. Ltd), has a plan to in-
vest Rs 8,800 Crore. "This would 
create 14,000 jobs and the land re-
quired for the project is about 100 
acres," Patil said.  

The delegates of  the Fii would 
be taken to Tumakuru to exam-
ine the available land at Japan 
Industrial Township near the 
district headquarters town.

Foxconn proposes 
to set up `8,800 cr 
mfg plant in K’taka 

Sheela Foam to acquire 94.66% 
stake in Kurlon Ent for `2,035 cr

PTI / New Delhi 

Sheela Foam Ltd, the maker of  
mattress brand Sleepwell, on 
Monday said it will acquire a 
94.66 per cent stake in Kurlon En-
terprises Ltd for Rs 2,035 crore. 

The company also said it will 
acquire a 35 per cent stake in on-
line furniture firm House of  
Kieraya Pvt Ltd for Rs 300 crore. 

The company's board at its 
meeting held on July 17, 2023, has 
approved the acquisition of  Kur-
lon Enterprise Ltd and House of  
Kieraya Pvt Ltd, Sheela Foam 
said in a regulatory filing. 

"The company is acquiring 
94.66 per cent of  KEL's (Kurlon 
Enterprises Ltd ) share capital at 
an equity valuation of  Rs 2,150 
crore, subject to customary ad-
justments for net working 
capital, debt and surplus cash, if  
any," it said. In a statement, the 
company said the cost of  acquir-
ing 94.66 per cent in KEL is 
around Rs 2,035 crore. 

KEL deals mainly in the man-
ufacture and marketing of  foam 
and coir-based home comfort 

products across the 'sit and sleep' 
categories like mattresses, furni-
ture cushions, pillows and cover-
ings. "With the coming together 
of  Kurl On, Sheela Foam will fur-
ther cement its leadership posi-
tion in the modern mattress mar-
ket. The investment of  Furlenco 
would give it a very strong entry 
into the branded furniture mar-
ket, and a much bigger market 
than its existing market," Sheela 
Foam Chairman & Managing Di-
rector Rahul Gautam said in a 
statement. 

He further said, "With these 
two within its fold, Sheela Foam 
is at an inflexion point, where op-
portunities created by inorganic 
activity would greatly strengthen 
the business model and propel a 
higher level of  organic growth".

PTI / New Delhi 

Reliance Brands, part of Reliance Retail 
Ventures Ltd (RRVL), is planning to buy 
Ed-a-Mamma, a kidswear brand 
promoted by Bollywood actress Alia 
Bhatt, according to an industry source. 
   The leading retailer would ultimately 
acquire the company, which specialises 

in providing sustainable clothing 
options for kids at affordable rates. 
Talks between Reliance Brands and the 
kidswear retailer, which mainly sells 
online are in the final stages, the 
industry source said. 
   According to a media report, the 
deal is estimated to be around Rs 300 
crore.

Reliance Brands to acquire Alia Bhatt 
promoted kidswear brand Ed-a-Mamma

CBIC clarifies on 
ITC claims on 

services provided 
by Head Office  

to branches
PTI / New Delhi 

The CBIC on Monday issued a 
clarification with regard to 
availment of input tax credit (ITC) 
on services provided by the head 
office (HO) to its branch office (BO), 
a move which will benefit 
multilocational businesses operating 
in sectors like manufacturing, IT 
services and transportation. 
    In respect of the supply of 
internally generated services by HO 
to BOs, where full input tax credit 
(ITC) is available to a BO, the value 
declared on the invoice by HO to 
the said BO may be declared as 
'Nil', and thereby there would be no 
need for any tax compliance in such 
cases.  
   CBIC said it had received various 
representations seeking clarification 
on the issue. 

HPCL, a Maharatna Oil 
& Gas CPSE, embarked 
on a transformative 
mission as it celebrated 
49 Glorious years on its 
foundation day by 
aiming to plant over 5 
Lakh trees over the 
course of a year. To 
kickstart the mission, 
HPCL planted over 
20,000 trees across the 
nation on Monday. Its 
visionary leaders - C&MD, 
Functional Directors and CVO set 
the tone by personally participating 
in this green campaign, 
symbolizing their unwavering 
dedication to the cause. 
During the celebrations at 
Corporate Headquarters which 
witnessed participation from over 
300 locations of HPCL through 
hybrid mode, this plantation drive 
was launched live through 
participation of various locations.  

HPCL has reached a momentous 
juncture as it completes 49 glorious 
years and marks the beginning of 
Golden Jubilee Year. HPCL, 
throughout its illustrious history, 
has been a beacon of excellence 
and a shining example of what a 
united workforce can achieve. 
Through this initiative, HPCL’s 
workforce and its various 
stakeholders strive to significantly 
contribute in flight against climate 
change and global warming. 

Union Minister of Textiles, 
Commerce & Industry, Consumer 
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, 
Piyush Goyal on Sunday 
congratulated the state of 
Maharashtra for being awarded the 
prestigious Pradhan Mantri Mega 
Integrated Textile Region and 
Apparel (PM MITRA) Park in 
Amravati. The PM MITRA Textile 
Park in Amravati is expected to 
attract an investment of Rs. 10,000 
crore and create employment for 
approximately 300,000 individuals.  
The grand launch event was graced 
by Piyush Goyal, and CM of 

Maharashtra, Eknath Shinde along 
with Dy CM of Maharashtra, 
Devendra Fadnavis,  Minister of 
State, Government of India, 
Darshana Jardosh, Minister 
(Industries), Government of 
Maharashtra, Uday Samant and 
Minister (Textiles), Chandrakant 
Dada Patil. Senior officials from the 
Ministry of textiles, and from 
Government of Maharashtra were 
also be present during this event.  
The government announced the PM 
MITRA Scheme on January 15 2022, 
to make the Indian Textile 
Industry, globally competitive. 

HPCL kickstarts ambitious  
5 lakh tree plantation drive
Aims to achieve net zero, foster sustainability

PM MITRA Park, Amravati expected 
to attract investment of `10,000 cr

The company posted a 
net profit of `1,106.5 cr in 
the same period a yr ago

The acquisition has 
triggered an open market 

offer for the sale of 26% of 
Route Mobile in compliance 
with regulatory guidelines.

MTNL to issue `25 bn 
govt-backed bonds 
this week: Sources 

INFORMIST / Mumbai 

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam 
Ltd plans to raise up to 25 bln ru-
pees this week through govern-
ment-guaranteed bonds matur-
ing in 10 years, several sources 
in the know told Informist. 

Last week, the public sector 
telecom company had secured 
an in-principle approval from 
the BSE for its government-
guaranteed, unsecured, rated, 
listed bonds aggregating up to 
66.61 bln rupees in 2023-24 (Apr-
Mar).



CORPORATE GALLERY
Darshana Jardosh flags off Flying Ranee 
train with newly converted LHB rake 

Minister 
of State 
for 
Railways 
& Textiles, 
Darshana 
Jardosh 
flagged 
off the 
newly 
converted 
Linke 

Hofmann Busch (LHB) rake of Train No. 12921/12922 Mumbai 
Central – Surat Flying Ranee Express from Mumbai Central station 
on 16th July 2023, in a function held at the Station Concourse. 
Jardosh flagged off this iconic train in the august presence of MP 
Gopal Shetty and MLA Manisha Chaudhary. MoSR also travelled 
in this immensely popular train with passengers up to Surat. At 
Surat station, MLAs Kishorbhai Kanani (Kumar), Pravinbhai 
Ghoghari, Kantibhai Balar, Arvind Rana and Manubhai M. Patel 
will be present to welcome the train. 
 
SCOPE organises workshop on Woman  
Leadership Development 

Standing Conference of Public Enterprises (SCOPE) organized a 
Workshop on ‘Leadership Development for Women Executives’. 
The inaugural session was graced by Ms. Arti Ahuja, Secretary, 
Ministry of Labour & Employment; Ms. Soma Mondal, Member, 
PESB; Dr. Vasundhara Upmanyu, Joint Secretary, DPE, Ministry of 
Finance; Mr. Satoshi Sasaki, Officer-In-Charge, ILO, India; Mr. Atul 
Sobti, Director General, SCOPE; Mr. R.K. Tyagi, Director 
(Operations), POWERGRID and Mr. Ashok Bhat, Program Director. 
Deliberating on ways women can propel their careers, by 
transcending with the times and performing multifarious roles, 
the inaugural session was attended by over 250 participants 
including senior women employees of PSEs, from across the 
country.  
 
Blood Donation Camp organized at 
Western Railway’s Jagjivan Ram Hospital 

A mega Blood 
Donation Camp was 
organized at Western 
Railway’s Jagjivan 
Ram Hospital, 
Mumbai Central on 
16th July, 2023 in 
association with 
Nanasaheb 
Dharmadhikari 
Pratisthan. Dr 
Haffizunissa, Principal 

Chief Medical Director (PCMD) of Western Railway inaugurated 
the Blood Donation Camp. According to a press release issued by 
Sumit Thakur, Chief Public Relations Officer of Western Railway, 
many volunteers came forward to donate blood in large numbers. 
Almost 625 units of blood were collected in this camp, which is 
the highest in-house Blood Donation till date in Indian Railways 
hospitals. 

PNB launches “Project PNB PALAASH”  
for environmental sustainability 

Punjab National 
Bank (PNB), nation’s 
leading Public 
Sector Bank, 
launches an 
environmental 
initiative “PNB 
Palaash”, an eight-
month period 
campaign to 
embrace 
sustainability, which 
shall lead to cost 
savings and 

operational efficiencies through measures such as energy and 
resource conservation, paper reduction, waste management and 
streamlined digital processes. Acknowledging the need for 
integrating sustainability into every aspect of our lives, Atul 
Kumar Goel, PNB MD & CEO, said, "As a leading Bank in the 
industry, undertaking environmental friendly initiatives not only 
aligns with our corporate social responsibility but also presents 
significant opportunities for business growth.” 
 
Central Railway’s Infrastructure works 
lead to “Zero” accidents and improvement 
of Safety and Punctuality in train ops 

Central Railway’s 
Infrastructure works on 
elimination of Level Crossing 
Gates by construction of Road 
Over Bridges(ROB) and Road 
Under Bridges(RUB) lead to 
“ZERO” accidents and 
improvement of Safety and 
Punctuality in train 

operations*. Consequential Train Accidents in June-2023 – NIL* 
Indicative Train Accidents in June-2023 – NIL* Train Accident per 
million train kilometers in June-2023- NIL* Indian Railways is 
committed to gradual elimination of Level Crossing Gates to 
improve Safety and Punctuality in train operations. 
 
CRWWO conducts Tree Plantation Drive 
at CSMT Station 

The Central Railway Women's Welfare Organisation (CRWWO) 
took another step towards fostering environmental sustainability 
and beautification by organizing a tree plantation drive near the 
garden of Platform No. 18 at the CSMT station on the 13th of July 
2023 at 3.30 pm. The tree plantation drive was graced by the 
presence of President, CRWWO, Shrimati Shobhna Lalwani; Vice-
President, CRWWO, Shrimati Niti Singh; Secretary, CRWWO, 
Shrimati Neeru Arora; Treasurer, CRWWO, Shrimati Priti Shrivastav 
and several other executive members of CRWWO and were 
actively engaged in the event, lending their support and setting 
an example for the community. 
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: Now no dynasty- Dalit face Kharge 
to be PM candidate of opposition? 
Insiders say in order to counter 
the BJP charge of dynasty rule in 
Congress this time Dalit Congress 
President Mallikarjuna Kharge may be projected as 
next Prime Minister of the united opposition. 

: Indifferent attitude of Jharkhand Government leaves 
IPS officers in limbo 
In Jharkhand, a few officers of two batches were 
promoted but others of the same batch were left 
out. According to the information, Mukesh 
Lunayat, K Vijay Shankar and Manoj Swargiyari of 
the 2018 batch of the Jharkhand cadre were 
promoted to the rank of SP but Harvinder Singh of 
this batch is still working as ASP. Similarly, the 
government promoted Shubhanshu Jain of the 
2019 batch to the rank of SP. But Rishabh Garg, 
Sumit Kumar Aggarwal and Kapil Chaudhary are 
still awaiting the promotion. And now the IPS 
officers are discussing, whether the Government is 
flouting promotion norms? 

: Centre’s order on OPS: Kerala IAS body to submit 
representation, Chhattisgarh Association welcomes 
move 
The centre has given one-time option to IAS, IPS 
and IFoS officers to choose Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS) however when IAS Association of 
Chhattisgarh has welcomed the move, the IAS 
Association of Kerala is planning to represent to 
DoPT for extending the eligibility criteria. All India 
services officers appointed via the civil services 
examination in 2003 and 2004, as well as the 
Indian Forest Service examination in 2003, are 
considered qualified to benefit. This option may be 
exercised by the concerned members of service 
latest by 30th November 2023. Manoj Pingua , the 
President of IAS Association of Chhattisgarh, while 
talking to the Whispers In The Corridors welcomed 
the move. R Prasanna , the General Secretary said 
‘It will boost the morale of the officers’. The 
General Secretary of IAS Association of Kerala M G 
Rajamanickam told Whispers In The Corridors, ‘We 
are planning to represent to DoPT for extending 
OPS up to 2009 batch’.

whispersinthecorridors 
Dr Suresh Mehrotra

By arrangement with whispersintheccorridors.com
—  Correctness of this content is the responsibility of the author.

: Cabinet Secretary Gauba and Home 
Secretary Bhalla to continue? 
Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba and 
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla are 
superannuating in August. Inview 
of the present scenario it is widely 
believed that both are not going to 
get extension for the third time. 
Top sources, however said that both are going to 
continue till the next Lok Sabha polls. One can 
wait and watch. 

: RPF DG to retire this month 
DG Railway Protection Force (RPF) 
Sanjay Chander is superannuating 
by this month end. He is 1987 
batch IPS officer of West Bengal 
cadre. 

: It shows the importance of the post of ED 
The GoI will not be able to appoint new ED of its 
chice. Now the new appointment will be done by 
a committee comprising of PM/CJI & Leader of 
Opposition .One thing is certain history will be 
repeated like to CBI Chief and the CVC. Meanwhile 
the industry honchos have protested to PM about 
Excessive and Intrusive Roving inquiries by the ED. 

: 16 candidates in Panel for post of EDs in various 
PSBs 
The Financial Services Institutions Bureau 
interfaced with 72 candidates from various public 
sector banks (PSBs) between July 1-15 for the 
position of Executive Directors (EDs) in PSBs. The 
Bureau has recommended 16 candidates in the 
Panel for panel year 2023-24. This panel will be 
operated in FY 2023-24, subject to availability of 
vacancies in the panel year 2023-24. The 
candidates recommended in the Panel in order of 
merit are: Sanjay Rudra, Lal Singh, Bibhu Prasad 
Mahapatra, Shiv Bajrang Singh, Ravi Mehra, Rajiv 
Mishra, Bhavendra Kumar, Brajesh Kumar Singh, 
Rohit Rishi, Mahendra Dohare, S K Majumdar, 
Dhanaraj T, Vijaykumar Nivrutti Kamble, Pankaj 
Dwivedi, Mukul N Dandige and Amit Kumar 
Srivastava.  

: Delhi: Now political floods 
In Delhi the Yamuna river water has receded 
substantially, but now political flood has started. 
AAP, BJP, LG, CM and CS blaming each other for 
flood and laxity in relief work. CS called the press 
and gave the details of the relief work and 
claimed all officers are keeping an eye 24 hrs. CM 
and his ministers blaming officers for the mess 
and not responding to their call. CM accused that 
because of BJP led Haryana govt, the Delhi people 
faced severe floods. BJP and Congress are on same 
page in accusing the AAP govt of laxity. The LG 
said that the bureaucracy is working hard and this 
is not the time to blame officers.
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‘Shramdaan & Swachhta Campaign’ by 
IndianOil’s Pipelines Head Office 

IndianOil’s 
Pipelines Head 
Office 
conducted 
cleanliness 
drive and 
Hygiene Kit 
Distribution 
Campaign at 
Sector-15 
Metro Station 
and Police 

Chowki in its vicinity, as part of the ongoing Swachhta Pakhwada 
during July 1-15, 2023. Employees of IndianOil and Delhi Metro 
enthusiastically participated in the ‘Shramdaan’ conducted as part of 
this campaign. The Police officials highly appreciated IndianOil’s 
efforts towards promoting a cleaner and healthier environment for 
all stakeholders. Senior officials from IndianOil’s Pipelines Head 
Office applauded the efforts of ‘Swachhta Warriors’ in keeping the 
city clean and felicitated them with Hygiene Kits. 

IndianOil launches Phase V of 
‘Parivartan- Prison to Pride’ & Phase II of 
‘Nayi Disha - Smile for Juvenile’ 

Shrikant Madhav Vaidya, 
Chairman, IndianOil, launched 
Phase V of ‘Parivartan- Prison to 
Pride’ and Phase-II of ‘Nayi Disha - 
Smile for Juvenile’ on Monday, in 
the presence of top international 
IndianOil sportspersons and prison 
authorities. Inaugurating the next 
phases of the unique social 
stewardship programme, 

Chairman, IndianOil, said, “We are extremely proud of this ‘beyond 
business’ intervention. Going beyond the physical and mental well-
being, it aims for a positive transformation in the lives of prison 
inmates and juveniles, through sports. Sports, has been successful in 
instilling discipline, teamwork and perseverance and giving a 
purpose. In fact, the various global recognitions that we have 
received so far for this endeavour, strengthen our resolve to push the 
envelope further to make a tangible impact.” 

ICSI-WIRC Celebrates Student Month 
July-2023 

17th July – Mock Interview 
As a part of Student Month Celebration: July 2023, on 17th July, 
2023, ICSI-WIRC conducted Session on “Mock Interview” for the 
students who are eligible for training and the session was taken by 
speaker CS Ashita Golwala, Visiting Faculty, Mumbai. Around 35 
students attended the session and few students participated in the 
Mock Interview which was taken by the faculty. 

Tech on ‘Heat generating smart cotton 
textiles’ of ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai launched  

The Indian Council 
of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) 
celebrated its 95th 
Foundation Day on 
16 July 2023 at 
National Agriculture 
Science Complex, 
Pusa, New Delhi. 
Narendra Singh 
Tomar, Union 
Minister of 
Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare was the Chief Guest of the program & attended the 
meeting virtually. Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister for Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Kailash Choudhary, Union Minister of 
State for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Dr. Himanshu Pathak, 
Director General, ICAR graced the occasion. Rupala inaugurated an 
exhibition showcasing innovative technologies developed by 113 
ICAR research institutes.  



ABHISHEK NAIR  / Mumbai 
 

In an exclusive interview 
with The Free Press Jour-
nal, Mumbai, Jamnalal Ba-
jaj Institute of  Management 
Studies (JBIMS) Director, 
Dr Srinivasan Iyengar 
talked about shift towards 
Consulting in placements, 
implementation of  NEP, in-
takes, introduction of  
courses for professionals, 
and more. Excerpts from 
the interview:  

 
How is JBIMS adhering to NEP 
guidelines in its course 
structure?  

Our course structure is 
customising itself  to NEP as 
instructed. Though NEP will 
be initiated for management 
courses by next year, we will 
still equip ourselves by 
aligning with the policy now. 
We have already aligned our 
MSC programme with NEP. 
We are only expecting good 
positive changes through 
NEP as there are multiple 
entry exit points and also the 

introduction of  an academic 
bank of  credits. More ses-
sions and webinars are being 
conducted now on NEP. The 
Mumbai University has also 
become more approachable 
with matters regarding the 
same.  

 
What is JBIMS doing differently 
from other b-schools, IIMs to 
attract students?  

Our institute has always 
been unique. We have never 
seen anyone as competition. 
If  you see IIMs and other b 
schools charge anywhere be-
tween Rs 15-20 lakhs, while 
JBIMS is charging only Rs 6 
lakhs as fees. Even among 
the students coming to our 
institute through CET, 99.9% 
of  the applicants come to 
JBIMS. We don’t have man-
agement quotas or donations 

and placements are much 
better. We have also been 
able to maintain our position 
as one of  the best institu-
tions in Mumbai and Maha-
rashtra.  

 
What are some of the 
placement trends you 
witnessed at JBIMS this year?  

Our highest package this 
year was between Rs 43-44 
lakhs. YMany more consult-
ing companies were recruit-
ing more candidates this 
time around, which includes 
PwC, KPMG, and more. 
There has been a consider-
able shift from Finance to 
Consulting, and more com-
panies are seeking profes-
sionals in data, and analyt-
ics. Placement trends are 
also changing as fintech, on-
line retailers are showing in-

terest since everything has 
become tech-driven. Many 
banks are also showing up, 
and are still major recruiters 
at the institute.  

 
Is JBIMS still pushing for a 
separate entrance exam? 

As of  now, we will still 
take to CET instead of  insti-
tuting our own entrance 
exam. We consider the CAT 
score for MSC Finance, 
while our flagship course in 
management studies still 
has CET. We are going to con-
tinue with the same. 

 
Do you think non-IIMs are 
represented well in national, 
international rankings? 
NIRF is more accurate than 
many other rankings. IIMs 
generally perform well due 
to better rank, faculty, and 

infrastructure as the govern-
ment is also able to provide 
more help with initiatives 
and they can also charge 
more to students. Infrastruc-
ture is a key parameter for 
rankings, with global tieups 
also being important now.  

If  you do well in NIRF, 
then you can go to interna-
tional rankings. In Interna-
tional Business we teach 
that before going global, be 
good domestically so consis-
tent performance in NIRF 
can help us to get a global 
ranking among business 
schools. NEP-enabled collab-
orations with international 
universities can help in 
rankings as well.  

 
How is JBIMS helping with 
teacher training across 
institutions?  
We have done many training 
programmes since the past 
year or so. We have trained 
some 100 bmc school head-
masters on leadership and 
communication skills on the 
campus. We are teaching 
them values of  leadership, 
financial acumen, infra-
structure, and different as-

pects of  business and man-
agement. We brought acade-
micians and experts to the 
campus and signed an exclu-
sive MOU with BMC. We 
trained more than a thou-
sand plus bankers last 12 
months on leadership skills, 

and we have started cus-
tomized training pro-
grammes for corporates 
which got a wonderful re-
sponse. A Management De-
velopment Programme 
(MDP) programme has been 
introduced which saw the 

participation of  LIC, BARC, 
Department of  Atomic Ener-
gy, and the Naval Dockyard. 
The duration for the pro-
gramme is 5-10 days depend-
ing on the requirement, con-
tent, and objectives of  the 
same.  

 
How would you reflect on your 
journey at JBIMS over the past 
two years?  
It has been a wonderful expe-
rience at JBIMS. We also in-
creased our intake in a cou-
ple of  programmes. We have 
seen Infrastructure upgrada-
tion when it comes to ac 
classrooms, new lifts, and 
more. Section 8 alumni asso-
ciation was formed by us 
which activated national and 
international alumni chap-
ters. JBIMS has also seen an 
improved ranking from last 
year.  

Our Phd is also seeing a 
good response. Institute’s 
brand name also helps with 
attracting students.  

 
Have you seen changes in 
intake this year?  
Compared to last year, this 
year Master of  Human Re-
source Development 
(MHRD) has seen an in-
crease from 20 to 30 seats, 
and in MSc in Finance from 
30 to 40. Now we will gradual-
ly increase seats in our flag-
ship mms course. 

PUSHPITA CHATTERJEE / 
Mumbai 

 
Performance Grading Index 
2021-22, an index for evidence-
based comprehensive study 
of  the Indian school educa-
tion system, was announced 
by the education ministry 
earlier this month. Maha-
rashtra ranked 7th at 
Prachesta - 3 while no states 
were in the top 5 grades. 

Dr Sharad Javadekar, Ex-
ecutive President Akhil Bhar-
tiya Samajwadi Shikshan 
Haq Sabha said, “The state 
government has neglected is-
sues pertaining to infrastruc-
ture and inadequate teaching 
staff  for years. The fact that 
they are ready to hire 50,000 
teachers is an indication that 
this requirement was unat-

tended for a very long time. 
Available teachers are sent on 
other government duties in-
stead of  teaching. These fun-
damental issues need to be ad-
dressed for the state to get 
ahead.” 

Former state director of  
education Vasant Kalpande 
said, “Covid has affected the 
education momentum ad-
versely and it is only gradual-
ly picking up. Also with NEP 
in action it is quite a lot to 
cope with along with previ-
ously unaddressed issues.” 

PGI 2.0 intends to enhance 
educational results and pin-
point intervention areas in 
line with the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020. It em-
phasises quality metrics, in-
corporates digital projects 
and teacher education, and 

uses UDISE+ data for consis-
tency and comparability. 

PGI 2.0 comprises 73 indi-
cators in two categories, 
which are further divided 
into six domains. 

The highest achievable 
grade is Daksh, awarded to 

those scoring over 940 points 
out of  a total of  1000 with no 
states ranked in it or in the 
next 4 ranks (Utkarsh, Ati Ut-
tam, Uttam and Prachesta - 1). 

Punjab and Chandigarh 
have been ranked Prachesta - 
2 and Gujarat, Kerala, Maha-

rashtra, Delhi, Puducherry, 
Tamil Nadu (TN) have ranked 
Prachesta - 3. 

Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Lakshadweep, 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli and Daman & Diu, Ra-
jasthan, Goa, Sikkim, 
Haryana, West Bengal, Hi-
machal Pradesh have been 
ranked Akanshi - 1. 

Assam, Nagaland, Bihar, 
Odisha, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Telangana, Jharkhand, 
Tripura, Ladakh, Uttarak-
hand, Manipur, Uttar 
Pradesh have ranked Akan-
shi - 2. 

The lowest grade is Akan-
shi - 3, in which Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram and 
Meghalaya have been ranked.
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Online applications 
begin for JNU 

admissions

Jawaharlal Nehru University has 
started inviting online applications 

for admission into its undergraduate 
and Certificate of Proficiency 
programmes for the upcoming 
academic year. 

For the new session, the university is 

accepting Common University Entrance 
Test (CUET) scores for undergraduate 
admissions, JNU said in a statement. 

The online admission window for the 
UG courses will close on August 2, the 
university said. 

According to JNU, CUET-UG scores 

will be applicable for admission into all 
its programmes -- BA (Hons.) in Foreign 
Languages, BSc-MSc Integrated 
Programme in Ayurveda Biology, and 
all its Certificate of Proficiency 
programmes. 

– Staff Reporter

Infra neglect led to Maha’s rank 7 
in PGI 2.0: Educationists weigh in

JBIMS Director Dr Srinivasan Iyengar

Particulars
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4,930.21 
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3.54 

*0.91 

*0.91 

68.85 
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NA 

NA 

Sr. 
No.

June 30, 
2023

Year endedQuarter ended

153.95 

(19.99)

(19.99)

(16.48)

(19.21)

490.18 

797.89 

133.83 

1,287.32 

7,361.13 

288.28 

5.72 

*(0.34) 

*(0.34) 

33.10 

-   

NA 

NA 

June 30, 
2022

685.47 

55.67 

(181.33)

(147.02)

(148.94)

571.63 

770.86 

272.29 

1,342.19 

5,347.02 

-   

3.98 

(2.89)

(2.89)

68.85 

-   

NA 

NA 

March 31, 
2023

(Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited)

1 Total income from operations

2 Net profit/(loss) for the period/year (before tax, exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

3 Net profit/(loss) for the period/year before tax (after exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

4 Net profit/(loss) for the period/year after tax (after exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

5 Total comprehensive income for the period/year [comprising profit for the period/year (after 

tax) and other comprehensive income (after tax)]

6 Paid up equity share capital

7 Reserves (excluding revaluation reserve and capital redemption reserve)

8 Securities Premium Account

9 Net worth

10 Paid up debt capital/outstanding debt

11 Outstanding redeemable preference shares

12 Debt equity ratio

13 Earnings per equity share ( of ̀  10/- each) (for continuing and discontinued operations)

(i) Basic EPS (`) (*not annualised)

(ii) Diluted EPS (`) (*not annualised)

14 Capital redemption reserve

15 Debenture redemption reserve

16 Debt service coverage ratio

17 Interest service coverage ratio

STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2023
(` in crore)

Notes:

1 These financial results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on July 17, 2023. 

The Statutory Auditor of the Company have carried out a Limited Review of the aforesaid results.

2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial results filed with the National Stock Exchange of India Limited and BSE Limited 

(“Stock Exchanges”) under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the 

quarterly financial results are available on the website of the Stock Exchanges i.e. www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com and on the website 

of the Company i.e. https://www.ltfs.com/infra-credit.

3 For the other items referred in regulation 52 (4) of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the pertinent 

disclosures have been made to the Stock Exchanges and can be accessed on the website of the Stock Exchanges i.e. www.nseindia.com and 

www.bseindia.com and on the website of the Company i.e. https://www.ltfs.com/infra-credit.

4 These financial results have been prepared in accordance with the requirement of Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure 

Requirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended.

5 Previous period/year figures have been regrouped/reclassified to make them comparable with those of current period.

L&T Infra Credit Limited 
(formerly known as L&T Infra Debt Fund Limited)
(A Subsidiary of L&T Finance Holdings Limited)
Registered Office: Plot No. 177, CTS No. 6970-6971, Vidhyanagari Marg 
CST Road, Kalina, Santacruz (East), Mumbai 400 098
CIN: L67100MH2013PLC241104, T +91 22 6212 5500, F +91 22 6212 5553 
E-mail ID: investorgrievances@ltfs.com Website: www.ltfs.com

Place: Mumbai
Date: July 17, 2023

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors of
L&T Infra Credit Limited

(formerly known as L&T Infra Debt Fund Limited)

Rupa Rege Nitsure
Whole-time Director

(DIN: 07503719)

Sd/-

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given under 
instructions of my client RAJARAM 
CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING 
SOCIETY LTD., bearing 
Registration No. : BOM/W-P/HSG 
(TC)-2115/85-86 dated 25-04-1986, 
having address gt Shree Purga 
Bhavan, Plot No 19, Lokmanya 
Tilak Nagar, Road No 2, Goregaon  
(W), Mumbai-400 062, as under :- 
That my client is a registered 
Housing Society and the original 
Conveyance Deed of this Society is 
not traceable. 
Any person having the original 
Conveyance Deed of the Society or 
any other relevant documents of the 
society, is hereby advised to submit 
the same to the society within 15 
days of the publication of this public 
notice. 
Notice is also issued that any 
person/persons/institution/financial 
institution or bank, having any 
concern or relation regarding the 
affairs of the society is advised to 
submit the 'CLAIM', 'OBJECTION', 
'SAY', to me within 15 days of 
publication of this public notice 
failing which the 'CLAIM', 
'OBJECTION' regarding any matter 
of the society shall not be 
considered. 

Sd/- 
Mr. Ashok Kumar Mathur 

Advocate 
At D/2, Plot No. 28,  

Panhalgarh CHS Ltd.,  
MHADA, Ganesh Nagar, 

(Nilkanth Nagar), Kandivali (W), 
Mumbai-400 067

Expecting more intake in flagship MMS course soon: 
JBIMS Director Dr Srinivasan Iyengar 

MUSAB QAZI / Mumbai 
 

The Bombay High Court 
(HC) has granted the state 
government more than a 
month's time to respond to a 
petition seeking action in an 
alleged Rs 2,100 crore scam in 
distributing various scholar-
ships to SC/ST students. 

While the state was expect-
ed to file its response when 
the matter came up for hear-
ing on July 12, it asked for 
more time to do so. Even in 
the previous hearing on 
March 3, the state had asked 
for time to respond. The divi-
sion bench of  Acting Chief  
Justice Nitin Jamdar and 
Justice Arif  Doctor has now 
deferred the matter till Au-
gust 23, as it directed the gov-
ernment to submit its reply 
through an affidavit. 

In 2017, a special investiga-
tion team (SIT) had found 
that as much as Rs 2,100 crore 

amount allocated under the 
central government's post-
matric scholarship and the 
state's tuition and exam fee 
waiver fee schemes was re-
coverable from educational 
institutes across Maharash-
tra between 2010 and 2016. 
The irregularity came to 
light, after the three-member 
probe panel led by former 
Nagpur Commissioner of  Po-

lice K Venkatesh, audited 
around 13.43% institutes re-
ceiving scholarships funds 
from the government's social 
welfare department and 
15.11% of  departments get-
ting money from the tribal 
development department. 

The committee had recom-
mended that the government 
file criminal complaints 
against 70 instututes, and 
even suggested a Criminal In-
vestigation Department 
(CID) or Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) probe. 

"We explained the issue in 
its entirety to the court. We 
have asked for the implemen-
tation of  the SIT's recom-
mendations," said Bhushan 
Raut, counsel for the petition-
er Kuldeep Ambekar, a Pune-
based activist. 

“The officials seem afraid 
of  taking action against these 
institutes. We demand time-
bound action,” said Ambekar.
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State seeks time to respond 
in SC/ST scholarship ‘scam’
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The Bengaluru meeting assumes 
greater importance than the Patna 
meeting on June 23 as eight more 
parties – MDMK, KMDMK, Kerala 
Cong (M), Kerala Cong (J), RSP, 
Forward Bloc, Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) 
and Indian Union Muslim League 
(IUML) – are attending this time. 

Besides, the Apna Dal 
(Kamerawadi) of Krishna Patel and 
Tamil Nadu's Manithaneya Makkal 
Katchi (MMK) led by M H 
Jawahirullah are likely to join the 
front. 

The AAP, after a lot of deliberation, 
announced on Sunday that they 
would be participating in the 
opposition meet. The change of 
mind came after the Congress 
assured that it will oppose the 
ordinance on Delhi administrative 
services in Parliament. 

TMC’s supremo Mamata Banerjee 
will give the dinner a miss as she 
underwent microsurgery on her left 
knee at the SSKM hospital in 
Kolkata. She will, however, attend 
Tuesday’s meeting. 

From the NCP, Sharad Pawar will 
also skip the dinner but attend the 
main meeting. The 82-year-old 
leader will go to Bengaluru 
tomorrow with his daughter Supriya 
Sule. 

Other top leaders who set to attend 
the meeting include Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge, 
former party chief Rahul Gandhi, 
Bihar CM and JDU leader Nitish 
Kumar, DMK leader and Tamil Nadu 
CM MK Stalin, JMM leader and 
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren, 
besides former CMs Uddhav 
Thackeray and Lalu Prasad.

Amartya Sen welcomes 
Opposition unity moves 

Stating that democracy “often demands 
the sharing of power”, Nobel laureate 

Amartya Sen welcomed the ongoing 
discussions between non-BJP parties to 
form a federal front for next year's 
general elections. Speaking to PTI in an 
interview at his ancestral residence here 
during his recent visit to India, the 89-

year-old economist also said the central government needed to 
intervene with greater force to bring peace in Manipur. 
“I think the fact of the matter is often democracy demands the 
sharing of power. (But) often, the majority vote did not allow 
the minority parties to have that force and rather left the 
minority (in) too precarious (a situation),” Sen said. 

 What PM had said 
“Ek Akela Kitno Ko Bhaari”: PM had hit 
back at Oppn in Rajya Sabha on 

February 10, 2023 

Launching a scathing attack on 
Congress and the Opposition, 
Modi had said, “One person is 
proving too much for so many,” 
and that more muck is raised 
by the parties opposed to the 
BJP, the more the party's 

symbol Lotus will bloom. 

PM Modi took potshots at the Nehru-Gandhi family, 
saying he had read that over 600 schemes were named 
after its members and asked why people from their 
generation don't keep Nehru as their surname and 
what was the "fear and shame". 

With Opposition accusing the Centre of politics against 
non-BJP govts, Modi said that it was the Congress that 
had rampantly misused Article 356 and former PM Indira 
Gandhi had used it 50 times to oust non-Congress govts.
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JABALPUR: The Madhya Pradesh High Court 
on Monday issued a two-week returnable notice 
to the state on a petition seeking that the 
stringent National Security Act (NSA) invoked 
against a person who allegedly urinated on a 

tribal man in Sidhi district be revoked. A division 
bench of Chief Justice Ravi Malimath and justice 
Vishal Mishra served notices to the state and the 
Sidhi collector seeking their reply. The case has 
been listed for hearing on August 1.  

MP urination incident: Accused’s wife moves HC

LESS 

RIPPLES
No PAN-Aadhar 
linking for J&K 
residents 
l NEW DELHI: The residents 
of Jammu and Kashmir, Assam 
and Meghalaya are exempted 
from linking their PAN card 
with the Aadhaar card. Others 
who have been issued a PAN 
card by July 1, 2017 have to 
link it with Aadhaar card, 
paying a fine of Rs 1,000 if 
not already linked by June 30, 
2023. Moreover, as per the 
Income Tax Act, 1961, even a 
non-resident is not bound to 
get an Aadhaar-PAN card 
linked.  
 
Infiltration bid 
foiled at LoC  
l JAMMU: Two terrorists 
were killed after an infiltration 
bid was foiled by the Army 
and police in a joint operation 
at the Line of Control (LoC) in 
the Poonch sector of Jammu 
and Kashmir, officials said on 
Monday. Officials said that 
alert troops of the Army foiled 
the major infiltration bid on 
Monday  morning after which 
searches were mounted by 
Army and police in Bahadur 
sector of the LoC. 

 
 
Teen gang-raped 
by 3 minors boys 
l RANCHI: Three boys 
entered the house of a 14-
year-old girl and allegedly 
gang-raped her while she was 
alone in Jharkhand's Bokaro. 
The accused trio are students 
of classes 5, 7 and 8. The 
women cops of Bokaro police 
station area have arrested the 
three accused and sent them 
to a juvenile home. An FIR has 
been registered in this regard 
on the complaint of the 
victim's elder sister. 

 
 

KGBV schools: 100% 
attendance must  
l LUCKNOW: The Uttar 
Pradesh government has 
decided to implement the 
100% attendance rule for both 
teachers and students at 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika 
Vidyalaya (KGBV) schools. So 
far, to improve student 
attendance, the parents and 
children have been counselled 
by the teaching staff at KGBV 
residential schools, but no 
penal action is taken against 
the students in that regard. 

 
 
‘Moosewala: Pak 
man provided arms’ 
l NEW DELHI: Sources in the 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) have claimed that a 
Pakistani arms supplier was 
involved in the supply of 
weapons which were used in 
the murder of Punjabi singer 
and politician Sidhu 
Moosewala last year. The 
Pakistani supplier has been 
identified as Hamid who 
currently lives in Dubai.  

 
 
Tigress dies of 
injuries in MP 
l BHOPAL: An adult tigress 
was reported dead at the 
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in 
Madhya Pradesh, officials said 
on Monday. A four to five-year-
old tigress was found 
unconscious in the Manpur 
buffer zone, following which a 
forest team brought wildlife 
veterinarians for her treatment. 
However, she could not 
survive. The tigress was injured 
during mating with male tiger 
a couple of weeks ago. 

 
 

3 govt staff sacked 
for ‘terror links’ 
l NEW DELHI: The 
government of Jammu and 
Kashmir has terminated the 
services of three state 
employees for allegedly 
working with Pakistan-backed 
terror outfits. Sources have 
told ANI that these officers 
have been found to be 
allegedly helping these outfits 
by providing logistics to 
terrorists and raising terror 
finances and furthering the 
secessionist agenda.

Badminton player Saina  
Nehwal poses at a garden 
during her visit to Kashmir.               

–PTI 

13.5 cr people moved out of poverty in 5 yrs: Niti report

OF POLL POURRI AND PREPAREDNESS 

SPECIAL CHHABBIS… HUM ‘AAP’ KE HAIN CONG!
FPJ NEWS SERVICE / New Delhi 
  

Karnataka Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah, who is host-
ing the two-day conclave of  
Opposition parties, in a 
tweet, said, "May the seeds 
sown in this peaceful garden 
of  harmony (Karnataka) 
bear the fruit to restore secu-
lar, socialist, and democratic 
values as enshrined in our 
Constitution."  

Notably, the meeting on 
Tuesday coincides with the 
NDA meeting convened on 
July 18 in Delhi, where some 
new allies are likely to join 
the ruling BJP-led coalition. 

A ‘Game Changer’ 
Addressing a press briefing, 
the Congress took a swipe at 
the ruling BJP saying that 
Opposition unity would be “a 
game changer” for the Indian 
political scenario. Congress 
general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh said those who used 
to talk of  defeating the oppo-
sition parties alone are now 
making attempts to breathe 
new life into the NDA which 
had become a "ghost". 

Meanwhile, Congress gen-
eral secretary organisation KC 
Venugopal said people will 
teach a lesson to those who 
have heated them with false 
promises. “That is why we 
have come here... We are sure 
that this is going to be a game 
changer for Indian political 
scenario and we are happy to 
see that after the Patna meet-
ing those who were saying that 
'we are very comfortable in de-
feating the entire Opposition 
alone', have now started meet-
ings, that is the real success of  
opposition unity,” he said. 

FPJ takes a ringside view of the importance, agenda and the essence 
of the crucial Opposition meeting and what lies in store… 

HUM SAATH, SAATH HAIN? 

WHO’S IN, WHO’S NOT?

Dara Chauhan in NDA fold
RASHMI SHARMA/ Lucknow 
  

A day after bringing in Om 
Prakash Rajbhar to its fold, 
the ruling BJP on Monday in-
ducted another prominent 
backward leader from Sama-
jwadi Party. 

Dara Singh Chauhan, a 
prominent leader of  back-
ward Lonia community 
(brick makers) was a sitting 
legislator of  SP and had been 
with Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) and BJP earlier. He 
was a Cabinet minister in 
previous regime of  Yogi 
Adityanath but had quit just 
before 2022 UP assembly 
polls to join SP.   

On Monday, Dara Singh 
Chauhan joined BJP in the 
presence of  both Deputy 
Chief  Ministers of  UP, Ke-
shav Prasad Mau-
rya and Brajesh 
Pathak at the state 
party headquar-
ters. Before joining BJP, 
Chauhan met the Assembly 
speaker Satish Mahana and 
submitted his resignation as 
SP legislator. He was accom-

panied by state BJP presi-
dent Bhupendra Choudhury 
during meeting with Ma-
hana. 

After joining BJP, 
Chauhan said that 
none can stop Modi 
from becoming PM 
again in 2024. He said 

that BJP will make a clean 
sweep on all the 80 LS seats in 
the coming general elections. 

The induction of  Dara 
Singh Chauhan and SBSP 

chief  Om Prakash Rajbhar to 
the NDA fold will be a boost 
for the BJP in eastern UP. In 
the 2019 LS polls, BJP had lost 
half  a dozen seats including 
Mau, Ghosi, Ambedkarna-
gar, Azamgarh, Gazipur and 
Jaunpur. All these seats were 
near Varanasi which is the 
constituency of  PM Modi. 
With Chauhan and Rajbhar 
in its fold, BJP is confident 
about making major gain in 
east UP.

Induction of Rajbhar & Dara will boost BJP prospects in east UP

Dara Singh Chauhan joins the BJP in presence of  Deputy CMs  
KP Maurya and Brajesh Pathak and UP BJP chief BS Chaudhary

NEW DELHI /KOLKATA: The BJP 
on Monday called the opposition 
parties' meet in Bengaluru a "meet-
ing of  opportunists and power-
hungry" leaders and said such an 
alliance will not do any good for the 
country at present or in the future. 

Addressing a press conference, 
senior BJP leader and former 
Union minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad ridiculed Delhi Chief  Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal and said he 
has gone to attend the opposition 

parties' meeting in Bengaluru in-
stead of  being in the national cap-
ital to provide relief  to the people 
affected by flood. 

He also hit out at the Congress 
alleging that it has not said a word 
on the Kejriwal government's 
"mismanagement" during the 
flood situation in Delhi or on the 
violence during panchayat polls 
in West Bengal, where the 
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC is in 
power. –Aritra Singha 

TALKS WITH BJP 
PREMATURE: JD(S) 
BENGALURU: Janata Dal (Secular) leader HD Ku-
maraswamy on Monday termed as "premature" talks 
of  an electoral tie-up between his party and the BJP 
for the Lok Sabha elections next year. 

He also attacked the Congress over the meeting of  
Opposition leaders here, saying it's trying to project it 
as a great achievement while the party-ruled Govern-
ment in Karnataka is not bothered about suicide of  
farmers. On reports that the JD(S) may join hands 
with the BJP for the Parliamentary elections, he 
termed it as "premature". "(Lok Sabha) Elections are 
still 8-9 months away. Let's see", Kumaraswamy told 
reporters here.

NITISH WILL NOT BE LEADER 
OF OPPOSITION: KUSHWAHA 

PATNA: As the opposition 
parties meet in Bengaluru, 
Upendra Kushwaha, the pres-
ident of  Rashtriya Lok 
Janata Dal (RLJD), said 
Bihar Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar will not be the leader 
of  the opposition parties in 
the Lok Sabha poll 2024. 

“Nitish Kumar was think-
ing that Lalu Prasad Yadav 
would push him in the Patna 
meeting but he has declared 
Rahul Gandhi as the groom 

(leader) for the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha poll. Hence, there is noth-
ing more left to say. 

“Nitish Kumar has no 
scope to become the prime 
ministerial candidate in the 
2024 Lok Sabha poll. Earlier 
Samrat Chaudhary and 
Sushil Kumar Modi have 
also pointed out the same 
perspective and said that 
Nitish Kumar has  
nothing to gain from oppo-
sition unity.

OUR BUREAU / New Delhi 
 

Prime Minister Modi had said in 
Parliament that he "one alone" is 
enough for all, then why did he 
need 29-30 parties, asked Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Monday. 

He was responding to the BJP as-
sembling 30 parties in Delhi Tues-
day evening to counter the gather-
ing of  the opposition parties in 
Bengaluru for giving Modi a fight 
in the Lok Sabha elections. 

Kharge said the opposition al-
liance work together in Parliament. 
"Their only aid is to threaten the 
Opposition with misuse of  
agencies to destroy democracy." 

He declared: "We are fearless. We 
will face their conspiracies firmly 
and will raise the voice of  the peo-
ple." 

Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi tweet-
ed that the cooking gas cylinder 
price is now R 1100. Why PM Modi 
does not speak now about the gas 
cylinder, he asked.

Taunting PM’s Ek Akela… slogan, Kharge 
asks why Modi needs 20-30 more allies

Robbers from Kashmir to Kanyakumari 
coming together: Karnataka BJP MLA 

BENGALURU: BJP MLA 
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal, 
known for issuing controver-
sial statements, said on Mon-
day that 'robbers from Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari' were 
coming together and holding 
an event in Bengaluru. 

Speaking to reporters here, 
Yatnal said the opposition 
parties have joined together 
against Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. 
"The robbers from Kashmir 

to Kanyakumari are coming 
together. They are uniting to 
defeat PM Modi in the Lok 
Sabha elections. The families 
which are out on bail are also 
coming together in the state. 

"They know very well that 
if  PM Modi comes to power 
again, they will surely land 
up in jail. That is why all rob-
bers are coming together," he 
said.

Meeting of opportunists and 
power-hungry leaders: BJP

N CHITHRA / Chennai 
 

The Directorate of  Enforce-
ment (ED) on Monday night 
began questioning Tamil 
Nadu Higher Education Min-
ister K Ponmudy in a case after 
conducting marathon 
searches at his houses and oth-
er premises for 13 hours since 
7 am. The Minister headed to 
the ED’s office in Shastri Bha-
van in Chennai from his house 
past 8 pm after being directed 
by the agency to appear before 
it for questioning. ED officials 
and paramilitary personnel 
were also seen with him.  

TROUBLE FOR DMK 
Ponmudy, a veteran leader of  
the DMK from northern 
Tamil Nadu, is the second 
minister in the State who has 

come under the scanner of  the 
ED. Last month, the agency 
had arrested Minister 
Senthilbalaji in an alleged 
money laundering case. Inci-
dentally, on Monday evening, 
Senthilbalaji, who was conva-
lescing in a private hospital af-
ter a bypass surgery, was shift-

ed to the Puzhal Central 
Prison.  Earlier in the day, an 
ED team landed at Ponmudy’s 
doorsteps in Saidapet, Chen-
nai, to conduct searches. Si-
multaneously, teams conduct-
ed searches at his home in his 
native Villupuram district. 
His son and MP Gowthama 

Sigamani was also under the 
agency’s scanner. The team 
also searched an engineering 
college managed by family 
members of  the Minister.  

STALIN SPEAK 
Tamil Nadu Chief  Minister M 
K Stalin, before heading to 
Bengaluru for the two-day op-
position meet, told journalists 
that the searches by ED was 
merely an expression of  the 
BJP Government’s irritation 
over the meeting of  the oppo-
sition parties. He charged that 
the searches were timed in an 
attempt to divert attention 
from the Bengaluru meeting 
where opposition parties were 
coming together with the sole 
objective of  dislodging the 
BJP Government at the 
Centre in 2024. 

ANALYSIS
THE FPJ 

Guj: Three get life imprisonment 
for spying for Pakistan’s ISI 

 RK MISRA / Ahmedabad 
 

A sessions court here on 
Monday sentenced three men 
to life imprisonment on 
charges of  spying and 
leaking confidential informa-
tion about India's military 
bases to Pakistan's spy 
agency, the Inter-Services In-
telligence (ISI). 

The court of  the additional 
sessions judge, Ambalal Pa-
tel, rejected the prosecution's 
appeal for the death sentence, 
saying the crime committed 
by the trio doesn't fall under 
the "rarest of  rare" category. 
The court observed the trio 
got employment in India but 
their love and patriotism was 

for Pakistan. 
It also said that a "person 

sitting in India and spying for 
Pakistan as a citizen of  India 
should voluntarily leave the 
country or the government 
should search for them and 
send them to Pakistan". 

The court convicted Sira-
juddin Ali Fakir (24), Moham-
mad Ayub (23) and Naushad 
Ali (23) on charges of  crimi-
nal conspiracy and waging 
war against the country un-
der the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), Official Secrets Act, 
and the Information Technol-
ogy Act in the 2012 case. 

The trio was handed life 
imprisonment under 
sections 121, 121 (A) and 120 

(B) of  IPC and section 66 (F) 
of  the IT Act, along with 14 
years of  rigorous imprison-
ment under section 3 of  the 
Official Secrets Act, and ten 
years jail under section 123 
(Concealing with intent to fa-
cilitate design to wage war) 
of  IPC. 

All the sentences will run 
concurrently. 

The Ahmedabad city 
crime branch arrested Fakir 
and Ayub, both residents of  
Jamalpur locality, on October 
14, 2012, for allegedly passing 
on confidential information 
related to Army bases in 
Ahmedabad and the Gandhi-
nagar Army Cantonment to 
the ISI.

After marathon searches, ED begins questioning TN min

ED officials take Tamil Nadu minister K Ponmudy for inquiry 

PTI / NEW DELHI 
 

As many as 13.5 crore people 
in five years ended March 2021 
moved out of  multidimen-
sional poverty, measured by 
improvement in health, edu-
cation and standard of  living, 
with Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh registering 
the fastest reduction, said a 
Niti Aayog report on Monday. 

India has registered a sig-
nificant decline of  9.89 per-

centage points in the number 
of  India's multidimensionally 
poor from 24.85% in 2015-16 to 
14.96% in 2019-2021, according 
to the second edition of  the 
National Multidimensional 
Poverty Index (MPI). 

While rural areas 
witnessed the fastest decline 
in poverty from 32.59% to 
19.28%, urban areas saw a re-
duction in poverty from 8.65% 
to 5.27%. "A record 13.5 crore 
people moved out of  multidi-

mensional poverty between 
2015-16 and 2019-21," said the 
report 'National Multidimen-
sional Poverty Index: A 
Progress Review 2023' released 
by Suman Bery, Vice-Chair-
man, Niti Aayog. 

The National MPI measures 
simultaneous deprivations 
across three equally weighted 
dimensions of  health, educa-
tion, and standard of  living 
that are represented by 12 
SDG-aligned indicators.

 
 

From 32.59% 
to 19.28% 
Rural areas 

From 8.65% 
to 5.27% 
Urban areas

FASTEST 
DECLINE

A dinner hosted by 
Karnataka CM 
Siddaramaiah on 
Monday would be a 
precursor to the 
crucial meeting on 
Tuesday, the second 
of such meetings 
after last month’s 
introductory meeting 
at Bihar CM Nitish 
Kumar’s residence. 

Top leaders of 26 
Opposition parties 
are attending the 

two-day 
brainstorming 

session in 
Bengaluru from 

Monday 

THE DINNER 
DIPLOMACY

LES MISÉRABLES
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The result of  Delhi HC Bar 
Association's call to abstain 
from work to protest against 
Justice Gaurang Kanth's 
transfer to Calcutta High 
Court was visible on Mon-
day as most of  the court-
rooms were nearly empty 
and the High Court had to 
adjourn most of  the cases. 

The transfer was recom-
mended by the Supreme 

Court Collegium on July 12 
and was notified by the Cen-
tral government on July 15. 

The DHCBA said that the 
transfer will affect the dis-
pensation of  justice in the 
Delhi High Court and, there-
fore, requested its members 
to abstain from work. 

The result of  DHCBA's 
call was visible on Monday, 
as most of  the courtrooms, 
which are otherwise packed 
on a Monday, were nearly 

empty.  
Proxy counsel appeared 

before the benches and 
sought adjournments in 
most cases. 

The repeated requests for 
adjournment without any 
reason prompted the Divi-
sion Bench of  Chief  Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma 
and Justice Sanjeev Narula 
to question the proxy coun-
sel on why adjournments 
were being sought.

IN THE COURTYARD

Delhi HC adjourns most cases as lawyers 
abstain on transfer of Justice Kanth
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RAIPUR: The newly appointed state president 
of Congress, Deepak Baij, said the Grand Old 
Party will fight the elections under the able 
leadership of CM Bhupesh Baghel. He also 
challenged the BJP to contest the polls on PM 

Modi’s face alone. He alleged that the BJP has 
become faceless as well as issueless. He also 
made a statement that CM Bhupesh was 
invincible and the BJP would  lose more seats in 
the Assembly elections. –Avdhesh Mallick

Cong to ride Baghel crest in C’garh  

Ek Akela 26 par bhari 
Nadda asserted that just as the NDA is 
completing three decades, PM Modi is 
completing 10 years at the Centre. Therefore, 
Tuesday's meeting will focus on the 
government’s developmental agenda, and 
PM's schemes and policies. 
Asked to name the parties who have 
consented to join the NDA meeting, Nadda 
wriggled out, saying you will know who all 
turn up when the meeting takes place. 
On Tuesday, there will clearly be a show of 
strength by the ruling alliance and a get-
together of the opposition parties. Nadda, 
however, said there will be representatives 
from all regions in the alliance and showcase 
the expanded strength of the NDA, amid 
strident criticism that the BJP has been unable 
to take its allies along. 
After losing a number of its traditional allies 
such as the Janata Dal (U), Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena and Akali Dal, the 
BJP has succeeded in striking a rapport with 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena, the Ajit Pawar-led faction of 
NCP, O P Rajbhar-led SBSP in Uttar Pradesh 
and Jitan Ram Manjhi-led Hindustani Awam 
Morcha (Secular) and Upendra Kushwala-led 
RLSP. 
Nadda has sent invitations to various parties 
to attend the meeting to be addressed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other 
senior BJP leaders. 
At the NDA conclave, AIADMK of Tamil Nadu 
and Pawan Kalyan's Jan Sena of Andhra 
Pradesh are sure to be present, besides half a 
dozen from northeast states. 
It will be the first such NDA meeting on this 
scale during the second term of the Modi 
government, underscoring the imperative 
need within the ruling party to project its 
credentials as a lead coalition partner in the 
run-up to the Lok Sabha polls, expected to be 
held in April-May. 
In reply to a question, Nadda said his party is 
still not clear about whom it will be fighting 
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, since there 
is no clarity about who will be the Opposition 
leader and what will be its agenda; also 
there is no guarantee that many of them will 
be fielding candidates against each other. 
Retaliating, Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge ridiculed the BJP for combining the 
"splintered parties" to show off its strength 
and numbers. Almost half of them have no 
seat in Parliament, nor will they be able to 
win any, Kharge said. 

BJP NEEDS CRUTCHES 
Recalling PM Modi’s rather profound 
statement in Parliament that he "alone" is 
enough for all, party chief Mallikarjun Kharge 
wanted to know then why did he need the 
support of 30-odd parties. 
Talk of unity notwithstanding, reconciling 
differences among traditional rivals like the 
CPM and the TMC, or for that matter between 
the Congress and the TMC, will be a 
challenging task and determined by the 
willingness to cede political space to each 
other. 
Arriving for the Opposition meet, CPM leader 
Sitaram Yechury ruled out an alliance with the 
TMC in West Bengal; but he added in the 
same breath that the endeavour is to 
minimise the division of votes. 
While most opposition leaders concede in 
private that they are stepping into a political 
minefield, the overweening concern about 
political vendetta and "a dictatorial 
government's actions" seems to have put 
other reservations on the back burner, 
momentarily, at least. Sources said the 
Opposition leaders will firm up a strategy to 
defeat the BJP in the next general elections 
during the two-day session, which will start 
with a dinner meeting that will be attended 
by Sonia Gandhi and other top leaders. 

Chacha Bhatija reverse... 
Pawar is a keen cricket enthusiast and has 
mastered the art of the reverse swing. Only 
July 4, 2023, this paper had said that Sharad 
Pawar was in the loop vis-a-vis all the 
developments relating to the revolt by his 
nephew and his ‘band’. This is only being 
further proved by the ‘Operation Mollycoddle’ 
launched by Ajit Pawar & Co. It would not be 
in the least surprising if uncle and nephew 
come together in support of the state 
government (of course, this would be strictly 
in the interests of Maharashtra and its 
development.) Now, Sharad Pawar’s problem 
is how he will explain these stage-managed 
twists and turns to opposition leaders trying 
to form a pan-India anti-Modi front. 
Interestingly, he skipped the first day of their 
meeting in Bengaluru on Monday. However, 
his spokesperson Mahesh Tapase said that 
their leader would be attending Tuesday’s 
session accompanied by his daughter and MP, 
Supriya Sule. 
Flip-flops come naturally to Sharad Pawar. The 
latest one was on May 2, 2023, when all of a 
sudden, he announced his decision to resign 
from the NCP’s presidency. But, in three days, 
he rescinded his decision under pressure from 
Ajit Pawar, Praful Patel and ‘the people of 

Maharashtra’.  Interestingly, he was the only 
opposition leader who had opposed a joint 
parliamentary committee probe in the affairs 
of controversial industrialist Gautam Adani. 
Indeed, it was at his recent three-hour 
meeting with Adani at the former’s Silver Oak 
residence, where much of what is currently 
playing out in the state was discussed. That 
Adani is close to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
only betrayed the purpose of the ‘courtesy 
call’. Supriya Sule told the FPJ that her father 
and Adani have known each other for 30 
years. Just like Dionne Warwick sang – That’s 
what friends are for… 

Absconding customs... 
“We have written to the airport customs for 
permission to question the accused customs 
superintendents Neelkamal Singh and Lalit 
Bilsare. Customs is not cooperating and both 
the accused have failed to appear for 
recording their statements,” alleged an officer 
with the Agripada Police station.  
Mumbai Police has repeatedly sought 
permission to proceed against the accused 
customs officers as required by the 
Maharashtra state 2016 amendments for the 
investigation of extortion cases.  
Senior airport customs officers failed to 
explain the irregularity in Neelkamal Singh 
being back on duty despite criminal offences 
of extortion and cheating being registered 
against him.  According to airport customs 
officers, the accused customs superintendent 
is being protected by a senior CBIC member 
and has managed to get back in action in the 
sensitive narcotics cell of airport customs.  
Mumbai Airport Customs has been plagued 
with cases of the men in white being arrested 
for digital extortion rackets run by customs 
officers threatening to arrest flyers in fake 
cases of gold smuggling. The digital extortion 
racket involved customs officers posted at the 
international terminal of Mumbai Airport, 
accosting unsuspecting passengers and 
threatening to book them in smuggling cases 
for bringing gold and electronic items allowed 
with prescribed limits and demanding a bribe 
to settle the case by accepting payments on 
mobile banking wallets of airport baggage 
loaders.  

HC protects Russian... 
by the local deputy commissioner of police on 
instructions from the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
During the last hearing, the HC had asked the 
woman to make a fresh application before the 
MHA. Her lawyer, senior advocate VK 
Rambhadran, informed the court on Monday 

that they received a communication on July 
15, at about 8pm, stating that her application 
has been rejected. 
Rui Rodrigues, appearing for the Union 
government, said that the order (exit permit) 
was as per statutory requirements and that 
the government should be granted time to file 
an additional affidavit to clear its position on 
the issue. He also said that there are no 
special circumstances for granting her an OCI 
status. 
Irked, Justice Patel said: “You are wrong. 
There are indeed special circumstances. Are 
you saying to people who are previously 
married, you will remain in OCI? She is not 
asking for the continuation of OCI. She has 
remarried. Now you say this OCI was for 
another marriage. So now there is no OCI.” 
Rodrigues contended that there had to be a 
subsistence of a marriage to continue OCI 
status. 
When Rodrigues sought to file an additional 
affidavit to spell out its stand, Justice Patel 
said, “Do not spin this. Find a solution. There 
are indeed special circumstances. She is not 
asking for the continuation of OCI after the 
divorce. She has married another Indian 
citizen.”  
When the judge emphasised that a nursing 
mother cannot be separated from her infant, 
Rodrigues said it was just a “temporary 
separation”. 
“We won’t allow separation even for a 
minute,” said Justice Patel.  
The Russian woman was married to an Indian 
citizen and had obtained an X1 visa and an 
OCI card. Later, they got divorced. She had a 
son before she came to India. After her 
divorce, she married the petitioner man and 
they have a minor daughter. 
In January, she was asked to leave India by 
March 23. Meanwhile, she applied for OCI 
status based on her second marriage on 
March 5. The HC, since March, has granted 
extension to the woman to stay in India. It 
has noted earlier that the petition raised 
questions about spouses of foreign origin of 
citizens of India, the right to apply for X 
category visa and OCI cards.  
The court extended her relief and meanwhile 
allowed the Union government to file an 
additional affidavit by August 6 and petitioner 
to file a rejoinder affidavit by August 11. 

Delhi row may go to... 
At the very outset, the Bench indicated that 
since the Ordinance was issued by taking 
recourse to Article 239AA, it will be in the 
fitness of things if the matter is decided by a 
constitution bench. 

“What they (Centre) have done is that by 
using power under 239AA (7) they have 
amended the Constitution to take services out 
of the Delhi government’s control. Is that 
permissible? I don’t think either of the 
Constitution Bench judgements has covered 
that,” the CJI said, in remarks seen as 
indicative of the court’s intention of referring 
the matter to a Constitution Bench. 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for 
the Centre, opposed the observation and said 
as per Article 239AA(7) (b), a law made by 
Parliament is not deemed as an amendment 
to the Constitution. 
Article 239AA deals with special provisions 
with respect to Delhi in the Constitution and 
sub-article 7 says, “Parliament may, by law, 
make provisions for giving effect to, or 
supplementing the provisions contained in the 
foregoing clauses and for all matters 
incidental or consequential thereto.” 
It also says any such law made under the 
Article “shall not be deemed to be an 
amendment of this Constitution for the 
purposes of Article 368, notwithstanding that 
it contains any provision which amends or has 
the effect of amending, this Constitution.” 
The Centre had on May 19 promulgated the 
Government of National Capital Territory of 
Delhi (Amendment) Ordinance, 2023 to create 
an authority for transfer and posting of Group-
A officers in Delhi. The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government had termed it a 
“deception” with the Supreme Court verdict 
on control of services 
The ordinance, which came a week after the 
Supreme Court handed over the control of 
services in Delhi excluding police, public order 
and land to the elected government, seeks to 
set up a National Capital Civil Service 
Authority for transfer of and disciplinary 
proceedings against Group-A officers from the 
Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep, 
Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
(Civil) Services (DANICS) cadre. 
The chief minister is one of the three members 
of the Authority, while two others are 
bureaucrats. The decisions by the Authority 
are to be taken by a majority and, in the 
event of a dispute, the matter will be referred 
to the LG whose decision will be final. 

CR prioritises journey of... 
"This selfless act of providing affordable and 
timely transportation for the deceased has 
resulted in a substantial revenue sacrifice for 
the railway. Despite the loss of approximately 
Rs 4.62 crore in freight revenue due to the 
non-loading of parcels in the SLR 
compartments for these cases, the railway’s 

commitment to its social responsibility 
remains unwavering,” averred a CR official. 
“Central Railway’s compassionate approach in 
handling these sorrowful moments for their 
passengers, by charging a nominal fee and 
sacrificing parcel revenue earnings, 
demonstrates the organisation’s commitment 
to serving the community and undertaking 
acts of humanity,”  he said. 
Transporting the deceased 
Interested individuals should reach out to the 
chief parcel booking supervisor at major 
stations such as CSMT (Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus), Dadar, LTT (Lokmanya 
Tilak Terminus), Thane, Kalyan, or other major 
stations on the Central Railway network, with 
all the necessary details related to the 
transportation of the deceased person’s body, 
at least four hours before departure of the 
train. This includes information such as name 
of the deceased, destination where the body 
needs to be transported, contact information 
of the person arranging transport and other 
relevant details. 
Once the booking is confirmed, the concerned 
party can coordinate with this official to 
ensure that the body is delivered to the 
railway station in a suitable condition for 
transportation. 
The chief parcel booking supervisor will 
inform the concerned party about the 
applicable charges, and the latter will need to 
pay accordingly.  

PUBG ‘lovebirds’ in... 
Seema and Sachin had been arrested earlier, 
but were released. The ATS is closely looking 
into the route Seema took from Nepal to 
India, not ruling out an espionage angle. 
Several SIM cards and a broken mobile were 
recovered from Seema. Investigating 
agencies are also trying to decode the data 
from these. 
Following the vandalisation of a temple in 
Pakistan on Saturday, security was beefed up 
around Seema’s house here on Monday. 
According to sources, Seema’s uncle is a 
subedar in the Pakistan Army and her brother 
also works in the Pakistani Army. 

Chirag Paswan back... 
ahead of the last state election in Bihar over his 
disagreements with Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.  
While his exit had cut down Kumar's numbers 
and gave the BJP the upper hand in the state, it 
left Paswan Junior isolated. Chirag has asked 
NDA for six seats. A group led by uncle 
Pashupati Paras has said they will not oppose 
Chirag’s entry into NDA, but they would not 
welcome him either, media reports said. 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

SC seeks EC response on 
EVMs and VVPATs tallying 
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday 
directed the Election Commission of  India 
(ECI) to file a reply within three weeks on a 
plea by NGO Association of  Democratic Re-
forms seeking to tally the count in the elec-
tronic voting machines with the VVPATs. 
Are we not sometimes oversuspicious, asked 
a bench comprising Justices Sanjay Khanna 
and Bela M Trivedi. Advocate Prashant 
Bhushan representing the NGO contended 
that sometimes the registered and the vote 
counts do not match, pointing out that only 
few VVPATs were being tallied with EVM 
vote counts and not all. –FPJ Bureau 

Don't turn SC into post office 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday 
scolded a 39-year-old Kerala urging it to or-
der a stoppage of  the Vande Bharat train in 
his home town Tirur, saying he has turned 
the top court into a post office. Chief  Justice 
of  India DY Chandrachud, who was sitting 
on a bench with Justices PS Narasimha and 
Manoj Misra, rebuked petitioner PT Shee-
jish: "You want us to decide where the 
Vande Bharat train will stop? Should we 
schedule a Delhi-Mumbai Rajdhani stop 
next? This is a policy matter, go to the au-
thorities." –FPJ Bureau 

 
Bizman Dinesh Arora sent to 
14-day judicial custody  
New Delhi: A Delhi court on Monday sent 
businessman Dinesh Arora to 14 days judi-
cial custody in a case related to excise policy 
case involving former deputy chief  
minister Manish Sisodia. On expiry of  his 
six-day ED custody, Arora was produced be-
fore Special Judge MK Nagpal of  Rouse Av-
enue Court. Arora moved an interim bail 
plea on grounds of  his wife's ill health and 
an application seeking separate jail stating 
he be sent to that lockup where other ac-
cused of  this case aren't there. Judge 
Nagpal listed Arora's bail plea to be heard 
on July 25 and directed the jail authorities 
to keep him in a separate jail. 

 
Centre to notify industrial 
tribunals’ appointments: SC  
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday 
directed the Centre to appoint nine short-
listed candidates as presiding officers of  in-
dustrial tribunals by August 31, after it was 
told the names were cleared by a panel 
headed by an apex court judge recently. A 
bench comprising Chief  Justice DY Chan-
drachud and justices PS Narasimha and 
Manoj Misra took note of  the submissions 
of  Additional Solicitor General Balbir 
Singh, who appeared for the Centre, that 

nine people have been shortlisted for the ap-
pointments.   

 
Bengal MLA files plea in 
Calcutta High Court  
Kolkata: All India Secular Front (AISD) leg-
islator from the Bhangar Assembly con-
stituency in South 24 Parganas district of  
West Bengal, who is also the lone representa-
tive of  his party in the Assembly, on Monday 
filed a petition at the Calcutta High Court ac-
cusing the state police of  preventing him 
from entering his own constituency. Sid-
dique's counsel Firdaus Shamim, while filing 
the petition, has accused the state police of  
being over-active in the case of  his client.  

 
B'luru bomb blast accused 
allowed to stay in Kerala  
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday 
allowed former president of  Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) and prime accused in the 
2008 Bengaluru serial bomb blast case, Ab-
dul Madani, to move and reside in his home-
town in Kerala. A bench of  Justices AS 
Bopanna and MM Sundresh allowed the 
PDP leader’s application on the condition 
that he will appear at a designated police 
station in Kollam, Kerala, every 2 weeks. 

 
SC seeks UP’s response on 
Ansari's bail plea 
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday 
sought Uttar Pradesh Government's re-
sponse on Mukhtar Ansari's son Umar 
Ansari plea seeking anticipatory bail in 
connection with a case relating to property 
dispute case. A bench of  justices AS Bopan-
na and MM Sundresh asked UP police to file 
reply on the plea. Umar Ansari has chal-
lenged Allahabad High Court's Lucknow 
bench order dated April 13, 2023, which de-
nied his anticipatory bail. Ansari has 
sought anticipatory bail in the FIR regis-
tered in 2020 in Hazratganj in Lucknow. 

 
Contempt plea in HC against 
TMC’s Abhishek Banerjee 
Kolkata: Alleging that TMC MP Abhishek 
Banerjee made derogatory remarks about 
the judiciary, a senior advocate on Monday 
moved the Calcutta High Court seeking suo 
motu cognisance of  his comments and ini-
tiation of  contempt proceedings against 
him. Chief  Justice TS Sivagnanam asked 
senior advocate Bikash Ranjan Bhat-
tacharya to mention the issue before a 
three-judge bench hearing a suo motu con-
tempt over the alleged locking of  Justice 
Rajasekhar Mantha's courtroom from out-
side, and pasting of  derogatory posters out-
side his residence in south Kolkata.

RAJESH MOUDGIL / Chandigarh 
 

The Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
(SGPC) on Friday announced 
it would be airing Gurbani 
recitals from Golden Temple, 
Amritsar, the holiest Sikh 
shrine, from its own YouTube 
channel from July 24. 

The SGPC which is known 
as mini-Parliament of  the 
Sikhs, is a representative 
body of  the Sikhs living 
across the world and is em-
powered to appoint clergy. 

The SGPC decision holds 
significance amid the contro-
versy over the broadcast of  
the same by the PTC, a 
private channel, a majority of  
shares of  which have report-
edly been held by the Badal 
family, which is at the helm of  

affairs of  Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD) as well as has a ma-
jority in the general house of  
the SGPC. 

SGPC president Harjinder 
Singh Dhami said the Gur-
bani would be live on the 
YouTube channel, which 
would start from early morn-
ing on July 24 and that this 
arrangement would be in 
place till the satellite channel 
of  the SGPC was launched. 
All rights of  the Gurbani 
broadcast would be with the 
SGPC, he added. 

It may be recalled that the 
SGPC had given the rights to 
broadcast Gurbani to chan-
nels, under which the current 
agreement was with PTC 
channel. This also means that 
SGPC would not be renewing 
its agreement with PTC.

Guj MLA Jignesh 
Mevani appears 
in Assam court 

PTI / Barpeta (Assam) 
 

Gujarat Congress MLA Jig-
nesh Mevani on Monday ap-

peared before 
a local court 
in Assam’s 
Barpeta dis-
trict in a case 
related to al-

leged assault of  a woman po-
lice official while in custody. 

Mevani, who had reached 
Assam on Sunday night, ap-
peared in the court of  the 
chief  judicial magistrate, 
Barpeta. “He came in re-
sponse to an appearance 
summons. He could not ap-
pear at a previous date due to 
some reasons,” Mevani’s ad-
vocate Billal Hussain said. 

“The date for the first hear-
ing has been fixed for August 
5,” he added.

PTI / Jaipur 
 

NSUI activists on Monday 
held protests against the al-
leged gang-rape of  a Dalit girl 
in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur dis-
trict and demanded the death 
penalty for the accused. 

The National Students 
Union of  India (NSUI), the 
Congress’ student wing, ac-
cused the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh-affiliated Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) of  being 
linked with the accused. The 
ABVP, however, rejected the 
allegations. 

NSUI activists held 
protests at the University of  
Rajasthan in Jaipur and out-
side the old campus of  JNV 
University in Jodhpur. 

“The incident is highly 
shameful and condemnable. 

Those involved in the crime 
should be given the death 
penalty,” said NSUI leader 
Ramesh Bhati in Jaipur. 

“ABVP workers have pol-
luted education institutions. 
The BJP talks about beti ba-
cho beti padhao, and a few 
days ago, the ABVP took out a 
rally on women safety. Now 
the involvement of  ABVP 
workers in gang-rape in uni-
versity campus in Jodhpur 
came to light,” another NSUI 
leader said. 

A 17-year-old Dalit girl, 
who had eloped with her 
boyfriend, was allegedly 
gang-raped by three accused 
in front of  the boyfriend on 
the hockey ground of  old 
JNV university campus in 
Jodhpur on Sunday. The ac-
cused were arrested hours af-
ter the incident.

IANS / Guwahati 
 

Rajya Sabha MP Ajit 
Bhuyan has lodged an FIR 
against Assam Chief  Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
for his remarks against 
Bangladeshi-origin Muslim 
settlers ('Miya') in the state.  

Bhuyan filed the police 
complaint against Sarma at 
the Dispur police station, 
claiming that the statements 
made by Sarma amounted to 
hate speech against a partic-
ular community. 

The Rajya Sabha MP 
wrote in the FIR, “Very re-
cently, while talking to the 
press, Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma asked people from the 
Upper Assam area to come 

to Guwahati and in that 
event, he would clear Guwa-
hati from Miyas. The state-
ment is available on social 
media. Such statements on 
the face of  it are intended to 
create a division among dif-
ferent communities in the 
state and are clearly prejudi-
cial to national integration.” 

It is stated that a closer 
look at the statement would 
make it clear that the inten-
tion was to promote enmity 
between different groups on 
the ground of  religion and 
race. 

Bhuyan also mentioned 
Supreme Court orders 
terming hate speech as a se-
rious offence affecting the 
social fabric of  the nation.

'MIYA MUSLIM' REMARK

RS MP Ajit Bhuyan files 
FIR against Assam CM

NSUI holds protest against 
Dalit girl’s gang-rape in Raj

Manipur: 1 killed 
in attack by 

armed assailants 
 

PTI / Imphal 
 

A person was killed when 
armed assailants attacked 
the village defence force of  a 
community at Laimaton 
Thangbuh village in Kang-
pokpi district of  Manipur, of-
ficials said here on Monday. 

The incident took place on 
Sunday morning. 

Women and children from 
the village had been moved 
out to Churachandpur 
earlier following ethnic 
clashes on May 3.  

It was guarded by the vil-
lage defence force only. On 
Sunday, around 30 people 
climbed a small hill and at-
tacked the village defence 
force members. One person 
was killed in the firing, offi-
cials said. 

ROW OVER GURBANI BROADCAST

SGPC to launch its own 
YouTube channel on Jul 24

IANS / Guwahati 
 

The flood situation in Assam 
has worsened in the last few 
days, with nearly one lakh 
people affected by the first 
spell of  monsoon floods.  

According to the Assam 
State Disaster Management 
Authority's (ASDMA) latest 
bulletin, a total of  98,840 peo-
ple are still reeling by flood 
waters in the districts of  
Biswanath, Chirang, Dar-
rang, Dhemaji, Dibrugarh, 
Golaghat, Lakhimpur, 
Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon, 

Sivasagar, Sonitpur, and 
Tamulpur. 

According to the bulletin, 
with no fresh fatality report-
ed, the death toll stood at sev-
en. 

The Dikhou and Brahma-

putra rivers are flowing 
above the danger threshold, 
according to the ASDMA. 

The Dikhou in Sivasagar 
and Brahmaputra in Dhubri, 
Tezpur and Neamatighat are 
flowing above danger level.

Assam flood situation worsens

Villagers travel in a boat through an inundated area after torrential 
rains, at Mayang village, in Morigaon, Assam, on Monday –ANI

Nearly 1 lakh 
people affected 

PTI / Shimla 
 

A cloudburst occurred in Hi-
machal Pradesh's Kullu dis-
trict early Monday morning, 
leaving a man dead and three 
others injured, officials said. 

The incident was reported 
around 3:55 am near Kayas 
village in Kullu, washing 
away vehicles and blocking a 
road, according to the state 
emergency response centre. 

The deceased was identi-
fied as Badal Sharma, a resi-
dent of  village Chansari, they 

said, adding that two of  the 
injured are in a serious condi-
tion. 

Local authorities immedi-
ately responded to the emer-
gency situation and machin-
ery has been deployed to clear 
the blockade on the road 
hampering rescue 
operations, they said.  

Several landslides have 
been reported in the state as 
light to heavy rains 
continued to lash Himachal 
Pradesh. The Mandi-Pandoh 
road was again blocked. 

One killed, 3 injured in 
Himachal cloudburst

FPJ BUREAU / New Delhi 
 

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day heard a batch of  pleas 
challenging the remissions 
granted last year to all the 11 
convicts in the gang-rape 
case of  Bilkis Bano and mur-
der of  seven of  her family 
members during the 2002 
post-Godhra Gujarat riots. 

A bench of  Justices BV 
Nagarathna and Prashant 
Kumar Mishra noted, in ac-
cordance with its May 9 or-
der, notices have been pub-
lished in local Gujarati and 
English newspapers against 
the convicts who could not 
be served the notices. 

The Centre and the Gu-
jarat Government had told 
the court that they are not fil-
ing any plea for review of  the 
Court's march 27 order, ask-

ing for production of  the 
original records with the re-
mission granted to the con-
victs. 

The Gujarat government 
had raised preliminary ob-
jections to the petitions 
other than one by Bilkis 
Bano, saying it will have 
wide ramifications every 
now and then third parties 
will approach court in the 
criminal cases. 

The apex court had on 
March 27 termed Bilkis 
Bano's gang-rape and the 
murder of  her family mem-
bers during the riots a "hor-
rendous" act, and asked the 
Gujarat government 
whether uniform standards, 
as allowed in other murder 
cases, were applied while 
granting remission to the 
convicts.

Bilkis Bano case: SC hears 
pleas against remissions
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A day after the ban on 
entry to forest areas 
caused chaos and left 

crowds of tourists stranded 
at Dudhsagar, Forest Minister 
Vishwajit Rane held a detailed 
review meeting with officials 
to explore safety protocols so 
forests can be made accessi-
ble even as the Forest Depart-
ment mulled outsourcing the 
management of Bondla zoo.

Rane said he has instructed 
officials to identify high and 
medium risk areas in the juris-
diction of the regions coming 
under the forest department’s 
charge so that lifeguards can 
be deployed for safety.

“Additionally we will plan 
more activities and initiatives 
to attract people and allow 
them to enjoy the forest’s 
uniqueness during the mon-
soon season,” Rane said.

Meanwhile, the Forest De-
partment is parallely consider-
ing to outsource the manage-
ment of the Bondla zoo and 

other wildlife sanctuaries and 
protected areas to external 
agencies, Rane said.

“This approach will facilitate 
proper management and 
enable us to deliver high-
quality services,” he said in a 
tweet after he held a detailed 
review meeting with forest 
officials.

IN SHORT >> 

CS seeks report, gives PWD 24 hours; 
IIT-Roorkee appointed to investigate
PANAJI: Chief Secretary Puneet Kumar Goel has called for an 
investigation into the slab collapse and an explanation from the 
contractor over the incident. 

In a written communiqué to the PWD, Goel also directed 
appointing an independent agency to ascertain the cause of the 
incident. 

“The Principal Chief Engineer, PWD I hereby directed to 
investigate and submit a preliminary inquiry report regarding 

TIDES
Low: 	    04.52          17.50
High: 	    12.09         22.42

WEATHER >> 
Max: 	             29 C
Min: 	              24 C
Humidity:      88% 
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Goa currently tops the list 
among the country’s small 
States which has the highest 
number of legislators with se-
rious criminal cases against 
them and has even beaten all 
the militancy-hit north-east 
States in this dubious trait.

In the list of States with 
MLAs having cases reported 
against them, Goa ranks sec-
ond, according to a report re-
leased by the Association of 
Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
after the Karnataka election.

Of Goa’s 40 MLAs, as 
many as 13 (33%) have ‘seri-
ous’ criminal cases pending 
against them and a total of 16 
(40%) who have reported a 
criminal record.

All North Eastern States av-
erage between 3-18% of their 
MLAs tainted with criminal 
cases pending against them.

Murder, attempt to mur-
der, kidnapping and crimes 
against women among others 
are bracketed as serious crim-
inal cases.

At least two ministers in the 
Dr Pramod Sawant Cabinet 
-- Transport Minister Mauvin 
Godinho and Revenue Minis-
ter Atanasio (Babush) Mon-
serrate -- have been charge-
sheeted and face trial in 

serious cases.
While Godinho is undergo-

ing trial in a Margao court for 
the case related to the power 
subsidy scam, Monserrate is 
being tried for the charge of 
rape of a minor.

Monserrate is also the 
prime accused along with his 
wife Jennifer among several 
others in the infamous Pana-
ji police station attack case 
which is also at the trial stage.

The report released by ADR 
recently states that of all the 
4,001 MLAs in India analysed, 
44% of them (1,777 MLAs) 
have declared criminal cas-
es pending against them. Of 
these, 28% have serious crim-
inal cases pending against 
them.

ADR FIGURES
��Of Goa’s 40 MLAs, as 

many as 13 have serious 
criminal cases pending 
against them 

�� 16 of them have also 
reported a criminal record

��Murder, attempt to 
murder, kidnapping and 
crimes against women 
among others are brack-
eted as serious criminal 
cases

Goa tops list of small 
States with highest 
‘criminal’ legislators
33% have ‘serious’ cases: ADR report

Bondla zoo may soon be in better hands
Goa looking to outsource zoo, wildlife sanctuary management

Range forest  
officer missing
PANAJI: The Ponda 
and Panaji police have 
launched a search for a 
Range Forest Officer who 
went missing from Miramar 
on July 11. The missing of-
ficer, identified as Dharajit 
Naik, is posted at Usgao.
Police officials stated that, 
CCTV footage showed 
Naik parked his car near 
Foodland, located within 
the premises of Miramar 
Residency, before walking 
towards the beach. He 
was not accompanied by 
anyone. 

Kala Academy crumbles, slab 
of open auditorium collapses
 GOVT’S TOP COMMAND RUSHES TO SITE  STRUCTURAL STABILITY REPORT DID 
NOT MAKE ANY RECOMMENDATIONS AS CONDITION WAS GOOD, SAYS GAUDE
THE GOAN I NETWORK

PANAJI
Amidst the incomplete reno-
vation of the Charles Correa 
masterpiece -- Kala Academy 
-- an entire slab of the open 
auditorium collapsed in the 
late hours of Sunday. 

While Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant and Public 
Works Minister Nilesh Cabral 
wasted no time in calling for 
a thorough investigation, the 
Opposition picked the oppor-
tunity to criticize the govern-
ment, particularly Minister for 
Art & Culture Govind Gaude, 
for the alleged botched repair 
works.

The incident incidental-
ly occurred on the eve of the 
monsoon session of the Goa 
Legislative Assembly and the 
Opposition echoed demand 
for Gaude’s resignation.

Also the Chairman of Kala 
Academy, Gaude promptly 
rushed to the site around mid-
night and inspected the venue 
early Monday morning well 
before this news went viral 
and followed by VIP visits.

Sawant, who had just su-
pervised the destruction of 
seized drugs at Kundaim In-

ALL FALL DOWN: The entire slab of the open auditorium that collapsed in the late hours of 
Sunday. � Narayan Pissurlenkar 

Govt excluded us  
despite support 
offer: Correa  
Foundation
PANAJI: Architect Arminio 
Ribeiro of the Charles Cor-
rea Foundation (CCF) has 
expressed disappointment 
over the incident but is not 
shocked by it. The expert 
criticized the government 
for excluding the CCF from 
the project despite their re-
peated offers of assistance.

dustrial Estate, reached the 
premises with PWD Minister 
Cabral and Principal Chief En-
gineer Uttam Parsekar in the 
afternoon.

Sawant ordered a detailed 
inquiry into the collapse and 
stated that further details 
would be provided once the 
inspection concludes. Cabral 
added that his department 
will release a white paper af-
ter receiving the report.

While sources claimed that 
IIT Chennai is likely to be 
roped in to inspect the col-

lapsed slab, government re-
cords indicate that in 2019, 
the State had acknowledged 
the fragile state of the open 
auditorium. 

A structural audit conduct-
ed by Goa Engineering College 
and Mumbai-based consul-
tancy firm Gem Engserv Pvt 
Ltd reportedly confirmed that 
the building needed repairs 
but deemed the open-air slab 
to be in good condition. How-
ever, a report from another 
agency appointed by the PWD 
remains unknown.

Goa tops Export  
Preparedness Index 
PANAJI: In another feather in 
its cap, Goa emerged as the 
top small State in the Niti 
Aayog’s Export Prepared-
ness Index 2022. The index 
is aimed at assessing the 
readiness of the States in 
terms of their export poten-
tial and performance. Tamil 
Nadu topped among larger 
States.

Assembly session 
begins today
PANAJI: The Monsoon Ses-
sion of the Goa legislature 
which is slated to begin 
from 11 am on Tuesday is set 
to be a stage for govern-
ment versus Opposition 
confrontations in the face of 
plethora of governance and 
public issues. �

Bike stunt: Father, 
son arrested
MAPUSA: A dare-devil bike 
stunt on the main Mapusa 
road cost a father-son duo 
dearly as police arrested 
both on Monday after a 
video of the stunt went viral 
on social media. �

Sugarcane farmers  
block highway
SANGUEM: Irked over gov-
ernment’s failure to work 
out a concrete solution to 
the Sanjivani Sugar Factory 
and the operation of Eth-
anol Plant at the Sanjivani 
Sugar Factory, hundreds 
of sugarcane farmers went 
to Sanjivani Sugar Factory 
and later marched to the 
highway, causing a road 
blockade. �

SC paves way to  
raze Siolim hotel
MAPUSA: The Supreme 
Court paved the way for 
demolition of a hotel/
resort in Siolim built on 
government land in violation 
of coastal zone regulations 
and without obtaining 
permission from GCZMA. �

Thieves target five 
kiosks in Margao
MARGAO: Miscreants tar-
geted as many as five kiosks 
in the heart of the commer-
cial capital near the Pick-up 
stand last night. While the 
miscreants stole cash from 
gaddas dealing in mobile 
handsets and refreshments, 
they did not steal the goods. 

read more on thegoan.net

THE GOAN I NETWORK

PANAJI
The training before his official 
induction into the Goa Police 
as a constable was nearing 
completion but 25-year-old 
Amey Volvoikar made the 
questionable decision to asso-
ciate himself with friends hav-
ing criminal records.

Volvoikar, currently under-
going training at Police Train-
ing School (PTS) in Valpoi, 
stepped out of the campus 
during the weekend to join his 
“friends” Vishal Golatkar, Sai 
Kundaikar alias Cobra, Omkar 
Chari, Gaurish Gawas, Tushar 
Kundaikar, and a juvenile.

While Golatkar was killed 
in a planned murder by mem-

bers of his gang, Volvoikar has 
been dragged into the case. 
This could jeopardise his gov-
ernment job, sources said, 
adding that he could current-
ly face temporary suspension 
pending investigation.

Reliable sources told The 
Goan that while the PTS may 
face scrutiny for permitting 
trainee/s to leave the campus 
despite a holiday, Volvoikar, 
although not directly in-
volved in the killing of Vishal 
Golatkar, was well aware of 
the crime. He was allegedly a 
party to the destruction of ev-
idence alongside the murder 
accused, yet chose not to in-
form the police.

“He left the campus on 
Saturday and was scheduled 
to return to the PTS on the 
following morning. Howev-
er, around 3:30 pm on Sat-

urday, he was found to have 
accompanied the murderers 
and conspired with them to 
destroy evidence near Apna 
Ghar. Instead of alerting the 
police about the crime, he 
became an accomplice in the 
case,” the source disclosed.

It is learnt that Volvoikar 
was allegedly given 
permission to leave the 
campus for some mess-
related purchases as funds for 
these purchases were earlier 
diverted for other items. The 
investigation will also inquire 
about the whereabouts of the 
money provided to the recruit-
constable.

The police will now initiate 
an inquiry into Volvoikar’s 
locations during his previous 
exits from the campus, as  
well as examine his call re-
cords.

Trainee constable in the dock 
for being part of murder plot
 ACCOMPANIED MURDERERS NEAR APNA GHAR  
 CHOSE NOT TO INFORM COPS ABOUT CRIME

MERCES MURDER
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When a portion of the Kala 
Academy came crashing 
down on Monday, visitors to 
the Margao Ravindra Bha-
van, including students came 
across buckets dotting on the 
first floor of the building out-
side the conference hall.

Realisation later dawned 
on the students and the vis-
itors that the buckets have 
been placed on the floor to 
collect water from the leak-
ing ceiling, indicating that all 
is not well with the premiere 
cultural institution in the 
commercial capital.

Ravindra Bhavan has been 
known in local art and culture 

circles in recent times for all 
the wrong reasons – a canteen 
facility shut down for the last 
three years, air-conditioning 
system breakdowns, a cover a 
concealed lamp falling in the 
conference room, issues relat-
ing to sound et al.

The buckets placed on the 
first floor, sources said, have 
been done so that the water 
seepage from the ceiling does 
not spread on the entire floor.

Goa Forward Party chief 
Vijai Sardesai, who was invited 
as a chief guest for a function 
at the conference hall on 
Monday morning, questioned 
the state of affairs. “Margao is 
crumbling. Ravindra Bhavan 
is part of Fatorda. I don’t want 
the situation of neighbouring 

Margao to take place in 
Fatorda. A portion of the 
Margao urban health centre 
collapsed over a week ago. Is 
anyone held accountable for 
the sorry state of affairs?” he 
asked.

The state of affairs of Ravin-
dra Bhavan is expected to 
come into focus at the two-
day maintenance scheduled 
on July 18-19, wherein new-
ly-appointed chairman Rajen-
dra Talak is expected to insist 
on top priority for the upkeep 
of the institution.

The chairman is expected 
to have interactive sessions 
with various groups using 
the facility, including tiatrists, 
to find out from them what 
needs to be done.

Ravindra Bhavan cries for  
attention as ceiling leaks
Buckets placed on floor to collect water
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Asserting that vendors and 
shoppers can look forward to 
a turnaround in the SGPDA 
retail fish market complex 
soon, SGPDA Chairman MLA 
Krishna Salkar on Monday 
said the Planning Body has  
set in motion the process of 
the cleanliness drive by desil-
ting the drains and replace-
ment of damaged bins with 
new ones.

Saying that the PDA is 
now liability free in the retail 
market, he said the PDA has 
cleared the pending electrici-
ty and water dues amounting 
to lakhs of rupees after taking 
charge of the planning body.

The Chairman said the PDA 

has also laid stress on self-sus-
tenance with the body earning 
revenue to the tune of Rs 18 
lakh each by leasing the PDA 
grounds for the two feast fairs.

He also pointed out the 
market can be maintained 
clean with the support of the 

Margao Municipal Council 
and the cooperation of the 
vendors. Salkar promised to 
start a fresh initiative to re-
place the ageing lift to cater 
to the requirement of visitors 
to the PDA office as well as the 
general public.

Addressing the media af-
ter the completion of the PDA 
market drain cleaning exer-
cise, Salkar said this is per-
haps the first time since the 
inception of the SGPDA mar-
ket that the drains have been 
de-silted. “This is just the 
beginning in the retail mar-
ket. These drains were never 
de-silted in the last 20 years,” 
he said.

He added: “There’s a mis-
conception in the minds of 
the people that the entire area 
belongs to the PDA. The com-
mercial complex plays host to 
around 50 offices and around 
100 shops. The waste thrown 
around the market is not gener-
ated by the PDA or the market. 
Unscrupulous people dump 
the waste, giving a bad look.”

Vendors, shoppers can look forward to a 
turnaround at SGPDA retail market: MLA
Planning body sets in motion process of cleanliness drive
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MARGAO
Trial in the minor girl rape case 
allegedly involving Revenue 
Minister Atanasio ‘Babush’ 
Monserrate got underway at 
the South Goa district and Ses-
sions Court on Monday.

The victim girl, who could 
not make it to the Special 
Court on the previous two oc-
casions, made her presence 
felt before Special Judge Ir-
shad Agha on Monday.

The proceedings were 
conducted on camera by 
the Court. Sources pointed 
out that the victim girl was 
deposed before the Court 
on Monday morning and 
evening. Her examination will 
continue on Tuesday as well.

The State has been repre-
sented by Public Prosecutor V 
G Costa.

Babush rape case: 
Trial commences 
as victim girl  
appears in court

SGPDA Chairman Krishna Salkar with PDA staff at the retail 
market.� Santosh Mirajkar
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Unplanned cities 
face nature’s fury

Impatience is another name for the 
Aam Aadmi Party, or rather for its 
leader Arvind Kejriwal. For him, 

politics is two-minute noodles. If  cook-
ing takes more than two minutes, he 
gets very restless, and does not know 
how to deal with it. He loses sleep and 
starts tweeting in the dead of  night or 
messaging his party colleagues. It is at 
this moment that he is weak, and if  
not advised well or if  he’s exploited by 
power-hungry leaders around him, he 
can make the stupidest move to count-
er his opponent and get trapped in 
some unseen crisis. His belligerence 
on the issue of  the Delhi ordinance is 
one such example. AAP might rejoice 
that it has forced the Congress to sup-
port AAP on this issue but the fact is 
that he has exposed himself  on an is-
sue in which the Congress has no oth-
er option but to support AAP. 

A party which is trying to cobble to-
gether all the parties which are op-
posed to the BJP and the Modi brand 
of  statecraft, in no way, would have 
taken a different position. But then 
AAP being AAP, resorted to 
brinkmanship, issued threats that it 
would boycott the opposition conclave 
if  the Congress did not offer support. 

Kejriwal these days is wrongly ad-
vised most of  the time. It was wrong 
for his party to boycott the Opposition 
leaders’ collective press conference in 
Patna. It was the first Opposition lead-
ers’ meet after several months of  un-
certainties. This was the meeting 
which was to give a message to the en-
tire nation that the Opposition is hon-
estly trying to come together to stitch 

a strong rainbow coalition to counter 
the might of  the BJP and its divisive 
politics. Till that date, talks were on, 
but no concrete shape was emerging. 
There was no certainty that Opposi-
tion parties would come together; 
there were serious apprehensions in 
many quarters. 

It was widely speculated that many 
of  these ‘power hungry’ politicians 
who, in order to save their power, or to 
remain relevant in Indian politics, 
may come on a platform to oppose the 
BJP or may switch sides to the BJP. 
They were branded as ‘corrupt’ and 
‘opportunist’ leaders, bereft of  any vi-
sion or idea for the country, with no 
imagination to make India great, but 
were mostly driven by their own pas-
sion to save their family run parties 
and businesses; corruption was the 
only glue keeping them under one um-
brella. This narrative was cleverly wo-
ven by the BJP and very ably spread 
by its supporters in mainline media. 
If  AAP had any sense of  history, then 
it would not have made any effort that 
sent a wrong signal to the larger audi-
ence. It fed into the image of  the oppo-
sition as a club of  squabbling leaders 
against the cohesive BJP, in the collec-
tive imagination of  the people. 

Of  course, AAP leaving Patna has 
not been received well by its friends in 
the Opposition camp. Many of  them, 
off  the record, have shown 
annoyance. In their opinion, once 
AAP had made an appeal and 
attended the meeting, it should have 
waited for some more time for the 
Congress’s official response. It has 
emerged that behind the curtains, 
leaders of  both the parties have been 
meeting and talking; senior members 
of  the Congress had explained to AAP 
leaders its problem about serious re-
sistance coming from the local units 
in Delhi and Punjab. But the Congress 
leadership had given enough hints 
that sooner or later, it would oppose 

the Delhi ordinance if  brought in the 
Rajya Sabha by the Modi 
Government. Obviously, Kejriwal did 
not believe what was conveyed to him. 

I was not surprised when after the 
Patna meet AAP issued another 
threat that it would not attend the 
Bengaluru conclave if  the Congress 
did not come on board. This again pro-
vided fodder to the BJP and its friends 
to belittle and condemn the Opposi-
tion’s effort to come together. 

For the Congress it was not an easy 
decision to make as it is pitted against 
AAP in three states. In Delhi, the Con-
gress lost its ground to AAP and is 
fighting for its existence. In Punjab 
AAP is its main opposition, Akali Dal 

and the BJP are on the margins. Akali 
and the BJP are talking to each other 
to revive their old friendship. Both 
need each other to survive in the state. 
The Akali Dal has lost two consecutive 
elections and today it is a much-dis-
credited party. The patriarch of  Akali 
Dal and legendary leader Prakash 
Singh Badal is no more and his son 
Sukhbir Singh Badal is not a popular 
leader. If  the Akali Dal has to be rele-
vant in Punjab politics and carry for-
ward its great legacy from the pre-In-
dependence era, then it has to win a 
few seats in the 2024 elections. 

The BJP is also trying to re-invent it-
self  in the state. It has appointed Con-
gress import Sunil Jakhar as the state 
BJP president. He is popular amongst 
both Hindu and Sikh communities, 
but after joining the BJP how much he 
will help the BJP gain, has to be seen. 
Since the BJP is talking to the Akali 
Dal it is apparent that the BJP is not 
confident of  winning seats alone. In 

this context, both Akali Dal and BJP 
would go to any extent to paint the 
Congress as AAP’s B team in the state 
rather than being the main Opposi-
tion. In this game, AAP, and the Con-
gress both have to be very careful and 
if  they cosy up beyond a point then 
both might lose and create a situation 
in which the Akali Dal can bounce 
back, and if  that happens then both 
will lose in the long run. 

Any possible alliance between the 
Congress and AAP can be bad news 
for the BJP in Delhi. AAP has failed to 
win a single seat in the national 
capital in the last two parliamentary 
elections despite its overwhelming 
presence in the state assembly. The 

BJP won all the seats in 2014 and 2019. 
In 2014 AAP was second to BJP on all 
the seats with 33% votes, and the Con-
gress with 15% was a distant third but 
in 2019, AAP lost the second spot to the 
Congress which got 23% votes vis a vis 
AAP’s 18%. In 2019 AAP wanted to 
have an alliance with the Congress. 
Talks failed as AAP was not willing to 
concede more than two seats out of  
seven. The Congress wanted three. Fi-
nally, both lost badly. 

Now AAP can claim to be in a better 
position as it has won the Delhi mu-
nicipal elections too. But the Congress 
can argue that the party is in revival 
mode in the state after Rahul’s suc-
cessful Bharat Jodo Yatra. The Con-
gress can also claim that in national 
politics, the Congress is seen to be the 
main challenger to the BJP and in the 
general elections the Congress will be 
a preferred choice over AAP. It can cite 
the 2019 results as proof. The minority 
votes are definitely inclined towards 

the Congress for two reasons. One due 
to Rahul’s Yatra the Congress is seen 
to be fighting for minority rights and 
secularism. Two, AAP has been cir-
cumspect on the Muslim issue. AAP 
avoided supporting the Shaheen Bagh 
agitation, and during the Northeast 
Delhi riots in which 53 people died, 
mostly Muslims, it was nowhere seen 
to be fighting for them despite being in 
the government in Delhi. 

In Gujarat, AAP is an unknown 
commodity in the parliamentary elec-
tions. In the last assembly elections, 
due to AAP’s presence, the BJP won 
by a record margin. AAP gained at the 
expense of  the Congress. The Con-
gress despite losing consistently to the 
BJP has been maintaining a re-
spectable 37% and more vote share 
but because of  AAP, the Congress vote 
share came down drastically to 27%, a 
huge loss of  14% votes. Even if  both 
the parties were to join hands to fight 
the BJP, I am not sure it will make 
much of  a dent to the BJP. 

There is no denying the fact that 
AAP is facing the wrath of  the central 
government in Delhi. Every effort is 
being made to discredit AAP and 
there is a perception that the Modi 
government is out to destabilise the 
AAP government through central 
agencies and the LG. But Kejriwal is 
also handicapped by his own person-
ality. He is not known to be a team 
player. He is good when he plays solo. 
He does not like to be constrained by 
any restraints. His temperament is 
not suitable for alliance politics. And 
so, one can’t be sure how long he will 
play the Opposition unity game. 
Nonetheless, it is a welcome sign that 
finally he has agreed to be in Bengalu-
ru. Meanwhile, let’s not forget that pa-
tience is not his virtue. 

 
The writer is Editor, SatyaHindi.com, and 

author of Hindu Rashtra. He tweets at 
@ashutosh83B

A few weeks ago, in his column, 
Chetan Bhagat wrote about 
why India is not a land of  in-

novation. Chetan Bhagat suggested 
five reasons for such a state of  
affairs: India’s hierarchical culture, 
harping on the past, lack of  scientific 
thinking, copy-paste culture and lack 
of  a free society. Actually, the first, 
third and fifth reasons reflect differ-
ent aspects of  the first central one: 
the culture of  hierarchy where supe-
riors in power and position at all lev-
els dictate what others below are re-
quired to do.  

We have always been a hierarchical 
society. We always confuse obedience 
with respect. And yet, even as social 
norms continue to privilege hierar-
chy, for a long time, somehow, institu-
tions of  higher education were sup-
posed to liberate us from this hierar-
chical order. Education — specifical-
ly, higher education — was supposed 
to be liberating, giving us space, 
skills and courage to challenge estab-
lished societal and political norms, 
practices and beliefs. It was supposed 

to inculcate scientific temper in us. 
In any case, that was the formal, offi-
cial position. We were expected to 
read widely, randomly and anything. 
There were no proscribed books and 
authors or even films. Even the 
Emergency of  1975-77, terrible as it 
was for political freedoms, did not 
quite disrupt the rhythm of  the nor-
mal academic life for many of  us: of  
reading, writing, debating. In any 
case, Indira Gandhi lost power in 
1977. And after that, whatever the 
changes in government, the academ-
ic life was largely free, governed 
much more by its internal dynamics 
than by political imperatives of  the 
party in power, whether at the centre 
or in states. Besides, as a student, one 
was not, generally, afraid. One was 
not made to feel afraid about asking 
questions, giving opinions, dissent-
ing. At least, by and large, such was 
the case in elite, prestigious colleges 
and universities.  

Of  course, even then, things could 
be difficult. About four decades ago, 
when I joined a degree college in 
Mumbai as a lecturer, I quickly found 
out how the college staff  room was 
deeply imbued with the hierarchy of  
power: for most of  your seniors, you 
were not another, younger colleague; 
you were a junior to be ordered 
around. The seniors in power did not 
seek your opinions, did not worry 
about your preferences and conven-
iences. They did not even worry 

about your time. You were expected 
to simply wait on them if  they were 
late. And yes, they would not even 
say sorry.  

Fortunately, those were easier 
times. I quickly found a job in anoth-
er, much better college where my 
immediate boss was a dream boss. 
But otherwise, in other departments 
and with our colleagues and friends, 
in the college, across colleges, I 
heard again and again about the 
tyranny of  hierarchy: the expecta-
tion of  obedience: often horrifying 
consequences of  disobedience. A 

few lost their jobs often enough be-
cause they could not always please 
the bosses by complying with their 
(unreasonable) orders. And it 
worked this way all along the line: 
you listened to and obeyed your 
boss; who in turn listened to and 
obeyed his/her boss and so on. 

Sadly, alarmingly, over time, the sit-
uation has not improved; it has be-
come frighteningly worse. These 
days, academic institutions, includ-
ing prestigious ones, insist on a level 
of  obedience and compliance with 
the official position that I could not 
even have imagined: either as a stu-
dent and later, as a teacher. Further, 

the scope of  this compliance is ex-
panding constantly, both for students 
and teachers. This is being done 
through twin processes of  centrali-
sation and local autonomy. In cen-
tralisation, detailed prescriptive or-
ders come from above from time to 
time : this particular program/activ-
ity has to be done in precisely this 
manner.  

Increasingly, there is also close su-
pervision of  all kinds of  activities 
and programs; seminars and discus-
sions, speakers and audiences. On 
the other hand, the granting of  au-

tonomy to an institution or a cluster 
of  institutions — with no democratic 
norms and practices in place — has, 
in practice, translated into the tyran-
ny of  the local boss. She defines what 
is to be done, often delivers a mono-
logue about it and, of  course, always 
demands compliance from teachers 
and students. At both levels, the non-
compliance is threatened with conse-
quences, for the institution and/or 
for the individual.  

These processes are further aided 
by two other developments: the 
technology of  surveillance where 
CCTVs are installed to monitor all 
the physical spaces in the institu-

tion, including in many cases, class 
rooms. The autonomy of  a lecture is 
thus severely compromised while 
CCTVs are installed in canteens 
and hostels under the guise of  pro-
tecting students, specifically 
women students. As a result, the so-
cial, private lives of  adult students 
are constantly under watch. Again, 
their autonomy as individuals is se-
verely compromised. Then there is 
the fear of  social media. 
Institutions are now so paranoid 
and watchful about what might get 
leaked on social media and cause a 
public uproar that almost every 
event is now strictly controlled, 
monitored and must be approved in 
advance by the authorities. 

In the midst of  all this, the liberat-
ing potential of  higher education has 
been turned upside down. Institu-
tions of  higher education no longer 
offer spaces to challenge social and 
political norms and practices, to de-
bate and discuss alternative ideas 
and to disrupt the official narratives. 
Instead, increasingly, they have be-
come mirrors of  the larger society, 
reinforcing its prejudices and pre-
scriptions. The culture of  hierarchy 
is the blunt instrument of  this trans-
formation.  

 
Vrijendra taught in a Mumbai college 
for more than 30 years, and has been 

associated with democratic rights 
groups in the city

There is no denying the fact that AAP is facing the wrath 
of the central government in Delhi. But Kejriwal is also 

handicapped by his own personality

There is a beautiful de-
sign behind the mag-
nificence of  God’s 

creation. Our scriptures tell 
us that it was God’s inten-
tion, Bhagavat sankalpa, 
that was the force behind 
the creation of  this uni-
verse. Therefore, 
everything in this universe 
is well-ordered, well-de-
signed and created with a 
specific purpose. There is 
nothing random about cre-
ation.  

This applies to us, as 
human beings too. 
Each of  us is born with 
a purpose. We may 
not be aware of  it. 
This purpose is re-
vealed to us at 
the proper 
time, when we have evolved 
in awareness or conscious-
ness. As children we might 
think that the goal of  our 
life is to become a pilot, a 
teacher, an engineer or doc-
tor; these are only jobs or ca-
reer goals. But these are at 
best short term or even long 
term goals. What I am talk-
ing about is the purpose for 
which we were born, the 
purpose for which we have 
been given this gift of  hu-
man birth. Till we discover 
this purpose, life raises 
many questions, poses 
many problems and throws 
many challenges at us.  

Difficulties and misfor-
tunes too, come with a pur-
pose. For whatever happens, 
there is a reason! There is a 

hidden meaning, a meaning 
of  mercy in all that happens 
to us. All incidents, events 
and accidents happen ac-
cording to a Divinely or-
dained plan. If  we make 
mistakes and are forced to 
pay a heavy price for them, 
this too has a learning pur-
pose. Problems and chal-
lenges are thrown on our 
way by the Divine Power to 
test our inner strength; to 
help us grow in spirit, and 
discover the true meaning 

of  life. 
Perhaps we are not 
aware, that within 
every one of  us there 

is a source of  spiri-
tual strength, which 

when tapped, 
can move 

mountains. Every one of  us, 
poor or rich, frail or strong, 
disabled or fully able, ill or 
healthy, has the ‘atmic shak-
ti’, the inner strength which 
when awakened can help us 
face every obstacle, meet 
every challenge and over-
come every difficulty. 

Connect yourself  to the 
source of  the highest, 
purest and best energy in 
the Universe. Through your 
connection with God, you 
will achieve your highest 
potential. 

 
Dada J P Vaswani is a 

humanitarian, philosopher, 
educator, acclaimed writer, 

powerful orator, messiah of 
ahimsa, and non-sectarian 

spiritual leader

The Highway to 
Happiness 
— Dada J P Vaswani
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Nagpur, July 17. Reports of attacks on innocent Hindus by armed 
Razakars in the border area between C.P. and Berar and 
Hyderabad State territory have been received here.

RAZAKAR ATTACKS ON HINDUS CONTINUE

The recent flooding in the national capital and other 
North Indian cities has revealed the lacunae in ur-
ban planning in India. The rise in water levels in 

the Yamuna and the subsequent displacement of  hun-
dreds who dwell along the banks of  the river is an annual 
phenomenon in Delhi. Yet nothing has been done to alle-
viate the situation. This year the unprecedented rainfall 
that led the Yamuna to rise to a 45-year record was the 
reason for the spotlight turning to Delhi and its water 
woes. TV channels showed the devastation caused by the 
floods in the capital focusing on the lack of  planning on 
issues such as storm water drainage and desilting of  
drains. The capital’s drainage system was built in the 
Seventies when the population was only 35 lakh. Now the 
population is over 2 crore but the drainage system re-
mains the same. Rampant urbanisation has led to 
massive construction along the river banks and destruc-
tion of  wetlands. Tunnels and flyovers are being built in 
low-lying areas. Administrators talk proudly of  an in-
frastructure boom but at what cost.  

The only use of  the gigantic flyovers is that the 
hundreds displaced by the flooding find shelter under 
them. The loss of  life and property is incalculable, with 
the displaced facing health and rehabilitation challenges. 
For many traders, their livelihoods have been destroyed 
and the road to recovery will be long and arduous. Mean-
while, politicians are busy playing the blame game with 
the Aam Aadmi Party and BJP crossing swords over re-
lease of  water from neighbouring Haryana. What is need-
ed is a comprehensive approach to the issue where the 
many agencies involved in urban governance get 
together with planners to devise solutions to combat ex-
treme weather phenomena which are here to stay as a re-
sult of  climate change. The creation of  green areas along 
the river, desilting drains well ahead of  the monsoon sea-
son and making pavements porous can help. Whether it 
is landslides in Himachal or flooding in urban areas, 
faulty planning and excessive construction are the main 
reasons behind failing to weather climate fluctuations. 
The Centre and states have to join hands to formulate a 
national strategy. It is time to restore and reclaim urban 
water bodies to recharge groundwater reserves and pre-
vent flooding. An ecologically sustainable approach to-
wards urban planning which factors in the challenges 
posed by climate change is the need of  the hour.  

 

Questions over cheetah project 

The death of  eight cheetahs in four months at the 
Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh has ex-
posed some shortcomings in the project to translo-

cate the big cats from Namibia and South Africa. Though 
the National Tiger Conservation Authority, the agency 
under the Union Environment Ministry that is imple-
menting the project, has maintained that all the deaths 
were due to natural causes, experts have questioned this 
claim. Veterinary experts have said the deaths were in all 
probability due to septicaemia caused by maggot infesta-
tion in the animals’ necks likely caused by the radio col-
lars they were fitted with. The heat, humidity and flies 
compounded the issue. Altogether 20 cheetahs from 
Namibia and South Africa were brought to the park to es-
tablish a free-ranging population. Subsequently four cubs 
were also born.  

Territorial fights also led to some of  the deaths. Namib-
ian experts have pointed out that the size of  the cheetahs’ 
habitat at Kuno is small. It has already been witnessed 
that some of  the cats released into the park have strayed 
outside its boundaries. This could lead to serious man-an-
imal conflict. Recent research suggests that even in prime 
habitats, cheetah density is around one big cat per 100 sq 
km. It is clear that while planning the cheetah project, 
these factors were not taken into consideration. While it 
is too early to rule on the success or failure of  the project 
what is essential is that complete transparency be main-
tained over this ambitious relocation of  the cheetah 
which was declared extinct in India nearly 70 years ago. 
Any attempt to whitewash the truth will be counterpro-
ductive. This is a project that has captured international 
attention. Therefore it is in the best interests of  the au-
thorities to be totally upfront about it so that conserva-
tionists can learn valuable lessons on relocation and the 
animals’ gradual reintroduction to the wild.

Institutions of higher education no longer offer spaces to 
challenge social and political norms and practices

GUIDING LIGHT

Belligerent Kejriwal needs to exercise patience

The culture of hierarchy in higher education

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: Patience is the companion of wisdom.  
— SAINT AUGUSTINE

State of  the Union 
÷Ashutosh

Learning  Curve 
÷ Vrijendra

Blame human 
folly, not nature 

The rapid pace of 
urbanisation creates dense 

pockets of affluence that 
brings in extraordinary 
demand for housing. This 
itself may not be faulted if 
town planners had factored in 
such growth earlier on a 20-
25 year time frame, to lay 
down the sustaining 
infrastructure like roads, open 
spaces and civic utilities. Thus 
the craze for locations around 
existing facilities not only 
blows up the cost of land but 
also invites an unholy nexus 
between developers and civic 
bodies. And in turn rules and 
sane urban layouts are 
flouted. Weather patterns are 
changing for the worse and 
rainfall is getting more 
intense. Without an egress for 
rain water, flooding must 

follow. The greater concern 
should be the resultant 
plunge in groundwater levels 
and depleting natural water 
bodies invaded by housing. 
More than flooding, reducing 
sources of fresh water around 
cities should worry us. Let us 
see how we go about the 
planned “smart cities”. Should 
they also go the same way as 
today's megacities, there can 
be no redemption then, from 
blatant human folly. 
R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai 

 
In a tomato soup 

Sky-high tomato rates in 
every state is because of 

lack of cold storage units 
which requires booking a 
minimum quantity of 50,000 
quintal, the middlemen or the 
trades who take the bulk of 
what consumer pay for the 
crop, and the low number of 
official government mandis 
which result in high 
transportation cost for a 
farmer. This all together make 
such a huge production cost 

for a marginal farmer that 
they don't even want to 
produce such a crop that 
could lead them to low- or 
no-profit situations where 
they are already facing other 
financial problems. The 
central government should 
pay heed to these problems 
so that we can have tomatoes 
and the farmers won’t be in a 
soup. 

Swati Pandey, Ujjain 
 
Shooting for the 
moon 

In the vast space of our 
universe, where mythology 

and science come together so 
often, Chandrayaan-3 shines 
brightly as a symbol of India’s 
astral hope and exploration. It 
shows India's strong 
determination to uncover the 
moon's mysteries. With 
careful planning and robust 
designs, Chandrayaan-3 gets 
us closer to landing on the 
moon and discovering its 
hidden secrets. Chandrayaan-
3 is the fruit of decades of 
labour by the scientific 
community since the launch 
of India’s space programme in 
1962, followed by the 
creation of ISRO in 1969. 

Jubel D’Cruz, Mumbai 
 
Hypocrisy of  
foreign education 

The Indian government has 
faced criticism for 

promoting pro-Indian 
nationalism while sending 
their children to study abroad. 
This has raised questions 
regarding their confidence in 
India’s education system. 
Additionally, concerns have 
been raised about the 
affordability of foreign 

education on a central 
minister’s salary. Critics argue 
that this apparent 
contradiction undermines the 
government’s emphasis on 
national education and casts 
doubt on the quality of 
education in India. The 
actions of these ministers may 
be perceived as a lack of faith 
in the system they are 
responsible for governing, 
leading to scepticism among 
citizens. It is important for the 
citizens of India to evaluate 
these actions and hold their 
elected representatives 
accountable. 
Md Imdadullah, Hyderabad 

 
Maverick 
mosquitoes 

No matter what weapons 
at our command, 

they will never be defeated as 
such. 
When they attack, and attack 
they will, 
There's no one born to match 
the mosquito's fierce intrepid 
skill 
As you are forced to sit and 
scratch 
To ease the needle pain 
around the ankles 
It's no shame to admit defeat 
that rankles 
As this disease-carrying pest 
will give humans no rest 
For when it comes to the test 
we will always come second 
best. 

Anthony Henriques, 
Mumbai

Dear reader, 
We are eager to know your opinions, 
comments and suggestions. Write to 
letters@fpj.co.in with the title of the letter 
in the subject line. Using snail mail? Send 
your letters to The Free Press Journal, Free 
Press House, Free Press Marg, 215 Nariman 
Point, Mumbai 400021.
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Govt officials banned from using iPhones 
n In Russia, government employees are barred from using all 
Apple devices due to concerns about espionage operations by 
US intelligence agencies  

n Russia’s Federal Security Service claimed in June it had 
uncovered ‘spying operation by US intelligence agencies using 
Apple devices’ 

n Apple has denied working with US intelligence services. The 
tech company said it “has never worked with any government 
to build a backdoor into any Apple product, and never will”

NEW YORK: A 45-year-old Indian-origin man has been 
sentenced to life without the possibility of parole following his 
conviction on murder charges for deliberately ramming his car into 
a vehicle that killed three 16-year-old boys and seriously injured 

three other teens after the youngsters played a “doorbell” prank on 
him in 2020. Anurag Chandra, of California, was in April convicted 
of three counts of murder, three counts of attempted murder, and a 
special circumstance allegation of multiple murders. 

US: PIO sentenced to life for car crash that killed three  
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Oz: Crocodile 
Islands listed as 
protected area 
CANBERRA: The Crocodile 
Islands archipelago was added 
to the Australian government’s 
network of Indigenous Protected 
Areas (IPAs) on Monday.  This 
means that local Indigenous 
groups will receive ongoing 
funding from the government to 
deliver management plans for 
threatened species, marine 
debris, weeds, feral animals and 
wildfires, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Thr islands are home to 
28 threatened species and more 
than 40 migratory species 
including whales, dolphins, 
turtles and thousands of 
shorebirds. 
 
Poland: Bird flu 
kills dozens of cats  
LONDON: The World Health 
Organisation said more than two 
dozen cats have been infected 
with bird flu across Poland, but 
no people appeared to have 
been sickened. In a statement on 
Monday, the UN health agency 
said it was the first time so many 
cats had been reported to have 
bird flu over such a wide 
geographical area in a single 
country, amid an unprecedented 
global outbreak of the latest 
version of the H5N1 version of 
the disease. WHO said that late 
last month, Polish authorities 
informed agency officials of the 
unusual deaths of more than 45 
cats in 13 geographical regions 
of the country. Testing last week 
found that 29 had H5N1. As of 
June, the most recent variant of 
H5N1 has been reported in birds 
and other animal species in Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Americas. 
Since 2020, WHO said a dozen 
human cases have been 
reported. 
 
Building collapse 
in Cairo kills seven  
CAIRO: An apartment building 
collapsed on Monday in the 
Egyptian capital of Cairo, leaving 
at least seven people dead, 
state-run media said, as rescuers 
at the scene searched through 
the rubble. Building collapses are 
common in Egypt, where shoddy 
construction and a lack of 
maintenance are widespread in 
shantytowns, poor city 
neighborhoods and rural areas. 
The state-run MENA news 
agency reported that rescue 
teams recovered at least seven 
bodies from under the rubble of 
a four-story building in Cairo’s 
neighborhood of Hadaeq el-
Qubbah.  
 Four survivors were also 
recovered and taken to hospital 
and authorities evacuated a 
neighboring apartment building, 
MENA said. 

GLOBAL 
BULLETIN

AP / Tallinn 
 

Traffic on the key bridge 
connecting Crimea to Rus-
sia’s mainland was halted 
on Monday after one of  its 
sections was blown up in 
what Russian officials said 
was a Ukrainian attack that 
also killed a married couple 
and injured their daughter. 

Russia’s National Anti-
Terrorist Committee said 
that the attack had been 
staged by the Ukrainian 
special services and in-
volved two sea drones. 
Ukrainian officials didn’t 
claim responsibility for the 
attack, which is the second 
major strike on the bridge 
since October, when a truck 
bomb blew up two of  its sec-
tions. 

Natalia Humeniuk, a 
spokeswoman for the 
Ukrainian military’s South-
ern Command, said the ex-
plosions on the bridge could 
be a Russian provocation, 
but Ukrainian Ukrainska 
Pravda and RBC Ukraine 
news outlets said the attack 
was planned jointly by the 
Security Service of  Ukraine 
(SBU) and the Ukrainian 
Navy and involved sea 
drones. 

Kyiv didn’t initially ac-
knowledge responsibility 
for October’s bombing, but a 

senior Ukrainian official 
did eventually confirm it. 

The bridge is a key artery 
for supplying Crimea, 
which serves as a major hub 
for Russia’s war in Ukraine. 
The attack on the bridge 
comes as Ukrainian forces 
are trying to press a coun-
teroffensive in several sec-
tions of  the front line. 

 Video posted by Crimea 
24 online news channel 
showed a section of  the 
bridge tilted and hanging 
down, but there was no indi-
cation any portion had fall-
en into the water. 

Russia’s Belgorov region 
Gov Vyacheslav Gladkov 
said the attack killed a mar-
ried couple from the region 
and their daughter was hos-
pitalised with serious in-
juries. 

 Russian authorities said 
the attack didn’t affect the 
piers but damaged the deck-
ing in a section of  one of  the 
two road links. The damage 
appeared less serious than 
in October’s attack that took 
months to repair. Rail 
traffic resumed later Mon-
day morning after being 
halted for about six hours, 
and authorities said they 
were considering plans to 
use the undamaged road 
section of  the bridge for 
traffic travelling.

Committee investigators work on the Kerch bridge, which was 
heavily damaged following an attack on Monday                   —AFP

AP / Rome 
 

Italian health officials inten-
sified heat warnings as 
southern Europe began a 
brutally hot week on Mon-
day with temperatures ex-
pected to top 40 C - or 104 F - 
in multiple cities already 
overburdened by tourists. 
The health ministry issued 
10 recommendations to pro-
tect elderly people, the sick 
and pets from the heat, urg-
ing people to stay indoors 
during the hottest hours, 
drink at least 1.5 litres (near-
ly half  a gallon) of  water a 
day and refrain from strenu-
ous exercise at peak 
daylight times. 

 The culprit was a high-
pressure anticyclone dubbed 
Cerberus, the multi-headed 
dog that guards gates to the 
underworld in Greek 
mythology. Local celebrities 
went on state-run RAI televi-
sion to read the recommen-
dations aloud, in hopes of  
spreading the message. 

The third heatwave in a 
month was expected to 
affect much of  the Mediter-
ranean and last until 
Wednesday. The mercury in 
Rome hit 35 C (95 F) just be-
fore noon Monday and was 
forecast to near 40 C (104 F) 
in the afternoon.  Italy’s cap-
ital city was expected to be 
even hotter on Tuesday, as 
were several other cities in 
particular in Sardinia and 
Sicily. 

Power outages were hit-
ting parts of  Rome as elec-
tric grids suffered under 
heavier demand from air 
conditioners as people 

sought relief. 
Italian farm lobby 

Coldiretti, meanwhile, is-
sued an alarm about the 
plight of  domestic and farm 
animals, noting that cows 
are producing around 10 per 
cent less milk as a result of  
the heat. Elsewhere in 
Spain, a wildfire that started 
Saturday on the Canary is-
land of  La Palma continued 
to burn out-of-control Mon-
day, although authorities 
says weaker winds and cool-

er temperatures in the area 
are helping firefighters com-
bat it. 

The blaze has burned 

some 4,600 hectares (11,300 
acres) of  mostly woody hill 
land and some 20 houses and 
buildings. More than 4,000 
residents were evacuated 
from their homes on Satur-
day but were allowed to re-
turn as of  late Sunday. 

Spain’s Aemet weather 
agency said the heat wave 
this week “will affect a large 
part of  the countries border-
ing the Mediterranean” 
with temperatures in some 
southern areas of  Spain ex-
ceeding 42 C (107 F). The 
agency says it expects tem-
peratures to drop sometime 
Wednesday. Spokesman 
Rubén del Campo said an 
anticyclone is pushing a hot 
mass of  air from Africa to-
wards Spain and other 
Mediterranean countries.   

The agency predicts that 
with the heat and very dry 
air, the risk of  wildfires will 
skyrocket. 

Heat wave bakes Europe

 Smoke billowing as a wild fire rages on the Canary Island of La 
Palma on Sunday                                                                   — AFP

Moscow pulls out of  
Black Sea grain deal

 
AP / London 

 
Russia said Monday it has 
halted an unprecedented 
wartime deal that allows 
grain to flow from Ukraine to 
countries in Africa, the Mid-
dle East and Asia where 
hunger is a growing threat 
and high food prices have 
pushed more people into 
poverty.  Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov announced 
halting the deal in a confer-
ence call with reporters, 
adding that Russia will re-
turn to the deal after its de-
mands are met. 

“When the part of  the 
Black Sea deal related to Rus-
sia is implemented, Russia 
will immediately return to 
the implementation of  the 
deal,” Peskov said. 

It’s the end of  a break-
through accord that the Unit-
ed Nations and Turkiye bro-
kered last summer to allow 
food to leave the Black Sea re-
gion after Russia invaded its 
neighbour nearly a year and 
a half  ago.  

A separate agreement fa-
cilitated the movement of  
Russian food and fertiliser 
amid Western sanctions. The 
warring nations are both ma-
jor global suppliers of  wheat, 

barley, sunflower oil and oth-
er affordable food products 
that developing nations rely 
on. Russia has complained 
that restrictions on shipping 
and insurance have ham-
pered its exports of  food and 
fertiliser - also critical to the 
global food chain. 

But analysts and export 
data say Russia has been 
shipping record amounts of  
wheat and its fertilisers also 
have been flowing. 

The agreement was re-
newed for 60 days in May 
amid Moscow’s pushback. In 
recent months, the amount 
of  food shipped and number 
of  vessels departing Ukraine 
have plunged, with Russia 
accused of  limiting addition-
al ships able to participate. 

The war in Ukraine sent 
food commodity prices surg-
ing to record highs last year 
and contributed to a global 
food crisis also tied to con-
flict, the lingering effects of  
the Covid pandemic, 
droughts and other climate 
factors.  High costs for grain 
needed for food staples in 
places like Egypt and Nige-
ria exacerbated economic 
challenges and helped push 
millions more people into 
poverty or food insecurity. 

Crimea bridge hit by blast

BREAKTHROUGH ACCORD ENDS 

ARIES: Today is a day to 
concentrate on studies 
and career. Expect 
expenditure on property 

or a vehicle today. People in fields like 
education and property will benefit. A 
good day to join career-oriented 
courses. Some of you may have cough 
and cold. 

TAURUS: Business deals 
and meetings will be 
successful. You may 
invest in 

advertisements. People in fields like 
communication and publication will do 
well. You may enjoy time with your 
siblings. Your health will be fine, but 
watch for knee pain. 

GEMINI: Control your 
words, as they may 
spoil your image. You 
may pay insurance 

premiums or pay for tooth treatment. 
People in fields like insurance will get 
success. Family members may help you 
in your work. Some may suffer from 
throat problem. 

CANCER: You may face 
problems in career and 
family life. Expect 
expenditure for health or 

spouse. People in fields like insurance 
and repairing will be benefited.  
Trouble in higher education is 
indicated. You may suffer from 
headache. 

LEO: You will get 
returns on your 
investments. Delayed 
payments will be 

recovered. Expect expenditure on 
business or career. People in fields like 
finance and human resources will 
benefit. Family life may get disturbed 
due to workload.  

VIRGO: Economic 
growth or some job 
change is indicated . 
Expect expenditure on 

entertainment. People in fields like law 
and entertainment will do well. 
Dispute with spouse or children is 
indicated. Some of you may suffer from 
back pain or constipation. 

LIBRA: Today you may 
take a rest from your 
daily routine work and 
enjoy with your family. 

Expect expenditure on children. People 
in fields like art and entertainment will 
benefit. A good day for meditation. 
Some people may suffer from back 
pain. 

SCORPIO: Today is a 
day to study, take rest or 
work at home. Expect 
expenditure on house or 

education. People in fields like tourism 
and consultancy will be benefited. You 
may do some work in the house. Some 
may suffer from bronchitis or shoulder 
pain. 

SAGITTARIUS: Today is 
the day to struggle and 
earn. You can get your 
stuck money back. You 

may get your insurance maturity. 
People in fields like communication will 
get success. Take care of your mother’s 
health. Some people may suffer from 
shoulder pain. 

CAPRICORN: Today is 
the day for business or 
marriage settlements. 
Expect expenditure on 

health. People in fields like finance 
will benefit. Married people  
will enjoy time with family.  
Some people may suffer from 
toothache. 

AQUARIUS: Today is a 
day for travel and 
investment. Expect 
expenditure on medical 

treatment. People in fields like 
medicine and tourism will be 
benefited. Family life may be disturbed 
because of illness. Some people may 
suffer from throat or eye problem. 

PISCES: Today is the day 
for celebrations and 
travel. Expect 
expenditure on a party. 

People in fields like sports and travel 
will have success. Long duration 
travels may be planned. Some people 
may suffer from low mood, asthma or 
bronchitis.

YOUR DAY By Vinayak Vishwas Karandikar

FPJ - SUDOKU - 41 Level: Very Easy

WHAT TO DO: Fill in the grid so 
that every row, every column and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 
1 to 9. Every puzzle has only one 
correct solution.

Crossword # 839

Across: 4 Tubate, 7 Quinella, 8 Bhutan, 10 Avers, 13 Loom, 14 Dido, 15 Turn, 16 CMU, 
17 BOAC, 19 Otra, 21 Sobriquet, 23 Watt, 24 Furl, 26 Bio, 27 Area, 29 Caws, 32 Dior, 
33 Fount, 34 Casino, 35 Misspend, 36 Oddity.  
Down: 1 Squad, 2 Tired, 3 Reps, 4 Tabor, 5 Baum, 6 Trauma, 9 Honour, 11 Vie, 12 Robot, 
13 Lucifer, 15 Tar, 16 CRT, 18 Obtain, 20 Telco, 21 Sao, 22 Qua, 23 Wizard, 25 Awn, 

28 Roomy, 30 Auger, 31 Study, 32 Didi, 33 Fish. Solution

Across 
4 Tubular (6) 
7 Type of bet (8) 
8 Kingdom in the 

Himalayas (6) 
10 States (5) 
13 Weaving-frame (4) 
14 Carthaginian queen (4) 
15 Rotate (4) 
16 Communications Mgmnt. 

Unit (3) 
17 Onetime UK airline (4) 
19 Other in  Spanish (4) 
21 Nickname (9) 
23 Power unit (4) 
24 Roll up neatly (4) 
26 School subject, in short 

(3) 
27 General location (4) 
29 Crow calls (4) 
32 Christian ___, couturier 

(4) 
33 Spring or source, 

poetically speaking (5) 
34 Gambling house (6) 
35 Squander (8) 
36 Peculiarity (6) 
 
Down 
1 Military unit (5) 

2 Weary (5) 
3 Agents (4) 
4 A small drum (5) 
5 Oz creator (4) 
6 Severe shock (6) 
9 High respect (6) 
11 Contend with (3) 
12 Automaton (5) 
13 Satan (7) 
15 Pitch (3) 
16 Pre LCD TV technology 

(3) 

18 Get or procure (6) 
20 Tata Motors formerly (5) 
21 S. American city __ Paolo 

(3) 
22 As being (Latin) (3) 
23 Magician (6) 
25 Barley beard (3) 
28 Spacious (5) 
30 A carpenter’s tool (5) 
31 Look at closely (5) 
32 Elder sister, in India (4) 
33 Angler’s catch ? (4)

3 Indian-origin Singaporeans to be 
appointed as nominated MPs in Parl

PTI / Singapore 
 

Three distinguished Indian-
origin Singaporeans have 
been named among the nine 
people who will be appointed 
as Nominated Members of  
Parliament (NMPs) and 
sworn in next month. 

Chairman of  the Singa-
pore Indian Chamber of  
Commerce and Industry and 
a council member of  the Sin-

gapore Business Federation, 
Neil Parekh Nimil 
Rajnikant, Chandradas Usha 
Ranee, co-founder of  Plural 
Art Magazine and course co-
ordinator at the Nanyang 
Business School, and lawyer 
Raj Joshua Thomas are 
among the nine appointees 
announced on Monday. 

The nine nominated MPs 
were selected by a Special Se-
lect Committee of  Parlia-
ment, chaired by then-Speak-
er Tan Chuan-Jin, out of  a to-
tal of  30 names put up for 
consideration for NMP posi-
tions, The Straits Times 

newspaper reported. They 
will be appointed for a two-
and-a-half-year term by Pres-
ident Halimah Yacob on July 
24 and sworn in when Parlia-
ment sits in August. The 60-
year-old Parekh is also the 
partner and head of  Asia, 
Australia and New Zealand 
at Tikehau Capital and the 
chief  executive of  Pegasus 
Asia, a special-purpose ac-
quisition company listed on 

the Singapore Exchange. He 
has initiated programmes 
that focus on helping to in-
crease financial literacy in 
Singapore. 

Parekh currently serves as 
a board director of  Elevandi, 
a set up by the Monetary Au-
thority of  Singapore to foster 
an open dialogue between the 
public and private sectors to 
advance FinTech in the digi-
tal economy. As a member of  
the Advisory Council of  
James Cook University (Sin-
gapore), he has initiated pro-
grammes that focus on help-
ing to increase financial liter-

acy in Singapore. Parekh has 
been a Singaporean citizen 
for 10 years and living here 
for 17 years. 

Meanwhile, Chandradas, 
42, who is the first time serv-
ing MP and worked as a tax 
lawyer for 12 years, said she 
hoped to address issues relat-
ing to the promotion and sus-
tainability of  the arts sector 
as a whole. 

“This is a multilayered 

concern which should be ad-
dressed from different per-
spectives - in terms of  legal 
awareness, financial sustain-
ability, freedom of  expres-
sion, education and good 
working conditions for 
artists and other creatives,” 
The Singapore Daily quoted 
her as saying. Thomas, 43, is 
the only one serving his sec-
ond term as an NMP.  He is 
currently the President of  
the Security Association Sin-
gapore (SAS) and has been in-
volved as a volunteer lawyer 
under the Law Society’s 
Criminal Legal Aid Scheme. 

Israel presses ahead with plan to overhaul courts
AP / Tel Aviv 

 
Israel’s governing coalition 
pushed ahead on Monday 
with its contentious plan to 
overhaul the country’s judici-
ary, despite growing opposi-
tion from within the coun-
try’s military and a wave of  
mass protests expected this 
week. 

  A parliamentary commit-
tee was preparing a bill that 

would limit judicial oversight 
on some government deci-
sions, legislation that has 
sparked intensifying criti-
cism from military reservists 
in elite units, including the 
air force and cyberwarfare. 

Many have warned they 
will not show up for duty if  
the overhaul moves ahead. 
Reservists, who make up the 
backbone of  the country’s 
mostly compulsory military, 

played a key role in prompt-
ing Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to pause the over-
haul plan earlier this year. 

In response to the legisla-
tion, which is expected to go 
before a final parliamentary 
vote early next week, a large 
protest movement is expected 
to stage a “day of  disruption” 
on Tuesday. These days of  
mass protest in the past have 
snarled traffic, choked the 

terminal at Israel’s main in-
ternational airport and de-
scended into clashes between 
police and demonstrators. 

The judicial overhaul, ad-
vanced by Netanyahu’s na-
tionalist and religious gov-
ernment, has deeply divided 
Israel, plunging it into one of  
its worst domestic crises and 
even sparking concern from 
its most important ally, the 
US.

Over 50 
whales die  
on beach

AP / London 
 
Over 50 pilot whales have 

died after they were found 
washed ashore on a beach in 
Scotland in the worst mass 
whale stranding in the area, 
marine experts said on Mon-
day.  

Marine rescuers, the coast 
guard and police were called 
to Traigh Mhor beach on the 
Isle of  Lewis in northwest 
Scotland after receiving re-
ports that dozens of  the 
mammals were in difficulty 
there early Sunday.  

The British Divers Marine 
Life Rescue found that only 
15 of  the whales - a mixture 
of  adults and calves - were 
still alive, and attempted to 
refloat two of  the more active 
animals that were low down 
in the water. 

But by Sunday afternoon 
rescue teams decided that 
the remaining whales 
should be euthanised on wel-
fare grounds, after consider-
ing the shallow beach, rough 
wave conditions and how 
long the whales had been out 
of  the water. The charity 
said the whole pod may have 
followed a female whale onto 
the beach when she had 
problems giving birth. 

“Pilot whales are notori-
ous for their strong social 
bonds, so often when one 
whale gets into difficulty and 
strands, the rest follow,” it 
said in a statement.  

“A sad outcome for this 
pod and obviously not the 
outcome we were all hoping 
for.”  

Experts will begin carry-
ing out post-mortem work 
Monday to determine what 
caused the whales’ death. 
Andrew Brownlow, from the 
Scottish Marine Animal 
Stranding Scheme, said that 
would be a “monumental 
task.” 

The third heatwave in 
a month was expected 
to affect much of the 
Mediterranean and 

last until Wednesday

S Korea: Flooding damages 39 
cultural heritage properties

IANS / Seoul 
 

A total of  39 cultural heritage 
sites in South Korea have suf-
fered damages as heavy 
downpours pounded the 
country over the weekend, 
authorities said on Monday. 
The Cultural Heritage Ad-
ministration (CHA) said of  
the 39 sites, 19 are designated 
as historic sites and natural 
monuments, while scenic 
spots and folklore cultural 
heritage each had five cases, 
reports Yonhap News 
Agency.  

Two treasures and regis-
tered cultural heritage each 
had two cases, and one na-
tional treasure was affected 

by heavy rainfall. By region, 
12 of  them were located in 
North Gyeongsang province 
and seven were located in 
South Chungcheong and 
South Jeolla, respectively. 

For instance, heavy rain 
washed out land and road to 
Buseoksa Temple from the 
Silla Kingdom (57 B.C.-A.D. 
935) in Yeongju, 229 km 
southeast of  Seoul, when the 
city had over 350 mm of  rain 
between July 13-16. 
Gongsanseong Fortress, a 
Unesco World Heritage site 
in Gongju, 162 km south of  
Seoul, was flooded on July 15 
when the nearby Geumgang 
river overflowed due to a 
heavy downpour.

South Korea’s President Yoon Suk Yeol (C) walks past piles of  
fallen trees at a village in Yecheon on Monday                       —AFP

US climate 
envoy John 

Kerry arrives 
in Beijing 

AP / Beijing 
 

US climate envoy John Kerry 
was holding talks on Monday 
with his Chinese counterpart 
in Beijing as the US seeks to 
restore contacts amid 
disputes over trade, Taiwan, 
human rights and territorial 
claims.  
 China’s official Xinhua News 
Agency said Kerry was meet-
ing Monday with Xie Zhen-
hua for the first extensive 
face-to-face climate discus-
sions between representatives 
of  the world’s two worst cli-
mate polluters after a nearly 
yearlong hiatus. 

China is the world’s largest 
producer and consumer of  
coal and has proceeded with 
building new plants, while at 
the same time forging ahead 
with renewables such as solar 
and wind power. Yet, Congres-
sional Republicans question-
ing of  Kerry ahead of  his trip 
at times broke down into chal-
lenging the existence of  the 
scientifically established fact 
of  climate change.  The US 
and the European Union have 
urged China to adopt more 
ambitious reduction targets. 

Russian officials claim it was a Ukrainian attack 



SPORTS CAFE
Stimac urges PM for Asian Games 
New Delhi:  Indian senior football team head coach Igor Stimac 
on Monday urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union 
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur to allow the national football 
team to play in the Asian Games in China this year. This comes 
amid reports that India will not be sending its football teams to 
the Asian Games, which will be held in China from September 
23 to October 8 this year. India has won two Asian Games gold 
medals (1951 and 1962) and a bronze medal (1970) in football.  

‘Told my players that it is our trophy’ 
New Delhi: Indian men's assistant football coach Mahesh Gawli 
said that he was not feeling the pressure after Kuwait took the 
lead in SAFF Championship final, and told his team during the 
half-time talk that the "Trophy is ours." India lifted the SAFF 
Championship by getting better of Kuwait in the penalty 
shootout at the Sri Kanteerava Stadium in Bengaluru earlier in 
July. Goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh Sandhu made the difference for 
the Blue Colts once again as he saved a crucial penalty kick in 
the summit clash to help India beat Kuwait 5-4 in the shootout.  

Real Betis sign Marc Roca on loan 
Madrid: Spanish club Real Betis has signed Marc Roca on loan 
from Leeds United. Roca is the second signing of the season for 
the Green and Whites, confirmed by the club on their website. 
Marc Roca Junque began his professional career in the youth 
teams at RCD Espanyol. He made his debut with the first team in 
the 2016/2017 season. After playing more than 100 games in 
the top division, he signed for Bayern Munich, where he spent 
two seasons and won the Bundesliga, one Club World Cup and 
made his debut in the Champions League. In 2022, the new 
Green and White midfielder signed for Leeds United, where he 
played 32 games in the past edition of the Premier League.  

Maguire says he is not United captain 
Manchester: Harry Maguire is no longer captain of Manchester 
United following talks with manager Erik ten Hag. It was 
reported earlier this month that Ten Hag was ready to remove 
Maguire from the role after the England defender's limited 
appearances under the Dutchman last season. Maguire wrote 
Sunday on Twitter: "After discussions with the manager today he 
has informed me he is changing captain. He outlined his reasons 
to me and whilst I'm personally extremely disappointed, I will 
continue to give my all every time I wear the shirt. So I wanted 
to say a massive thank you to the Manchester United fans for all 
their brilliant support whilst I've been wearing the armband."  

Blasters retain goalkeeper Suresh 
Kochi: Former Indian Super League runners-up Kerala Blasters on 
Monday extended their contract with goalkeeper Sachin Suresh 
for three more years until 2026. The 22-year-old goalkeeper, 
who marked his first team debut earlier this year in the Super 
Cup 2023, came through the youth system of the club. Having 
represented the Reserves, on several instances even as captain, 
in the Reliance Foundation Development League, the NextGen 
Cup in the UK, and the Kerala Premier League over the last few 
years, Sachin has impressed with his consistency, hunger, 
attitude, and ability.  

Abhinav-Gautami pair bags gold  
New Delhi: The pair of Abhinav Shaw and Gautami Bhanot won 
the 10m air rifle mixed team gold on day two of the ISSF World 
Championship Juniors in Changwon, Korea. The Indian pair 
defeated the French combination of Oceanne Muller and Romain 
Aufrere 17-13 in the gold-medal match. This was India's third 
gold of the competition, which took the country to second 
position in the medals tally, with a silver and two bronze medals 
to boot. China leads the tally with the same number of gold and 
bronze as India, but with an additional silver medal.

GAMES
 

Jamshedpur: Indian Super League side Jamshedpur FC on Monday 
announced the signing of Serbian International Alen Stevanovic on a 
two-year deal ahead of the 2023-24 season. The 32-year-old 

playmaker has enjoyed a glittering career so far, starting out with 
Inter Milan youth team in Italy before being handed his debut in the 
senior team by current AS Roma head coach, Jose Mourinho. 

Jamshedpur FC sign Serbian International Alen Stevanovic for two years

Ex-coach gets award 
Dr P 
Pramanick, a 
former long-
serving 
badminton 
coach was 
the proud 
recipient of 
the Dr Ajmer 
Singh Award 
for Lifetime 
Achievement 
in Coaching, 
during the 
recent 6th 
PEFI National 
Awards 

Function at the NDMC 
Convention Centre, Sansad 
Marg, Jantar Mantar Road, 
New Delhi. Some of the 
prominent players who 
benefited from Pramanick’s 
coaching, include National 
champions Hufrish Nariman, 
Vandana Chiplunkar, Radka 
Bose, Sudha Bafa, Manik 
Paranjpe and Ameeta Kulkarni 
among the women players. 
The men’s players who gained 

from Pramanick’s guidance 
were Rajeev Bagga, Pradeep 
Gandhe, Uday Pawar, Bhushan 
Akut, Rajeev Kunte, Vikram 
Singh, Madhur Bexbora, KK 
Cheema, Sanat Mishra, Ashok 
Raman (USA) and Sunil Weling 
(World Airtimes). 
 
India Rush win 
India Rush were on cloud nine 
as they convincingly defeated 
Ravens FC by a 9-0 margin in a 
Women’s Super Div match of 
the Mumbai Football 
Association (MFA) Yuva 
President’s League –  2022-
2023 and played at the Neville 
D’Souza Ground, Bandra on 
Monday. The victorious India 
Rush outfit dominated the 
proceedings from the outset 
and scored five goals in the 
first session and added four in 
the second period to complete 
an authoritative win by a huge 
score line. The highlight of 
India Rush win was the 
brilliance of their effective 
striker Komal Kamble who 
scored four goals including a 
hat-trick to lead the charge to 
victory. Komal’s teammates 

Ruhani played a good 
supporting role contributing 
two goals while Tanvi 
Karamble, Christina Michael 
and Priyanka Valles made their 
presence felt by scoring one 
goal each to round-off the 
winning tally. Earlier in another 
Women’s encounter, Rising Sun 
FA got the better of Rising Star 
Urban Angels by a comfortable 
4-0 margin. Rising Sun’s 
prolific goal-scorer Nitya Nharti 
who showed good finishing 
touch by scoring two goals. 
Consistent goal-scorer Niti 
Ladha and Saniya Shaikh 
scored the other two goals to 
secure the easy victory for 
Rising Sun and to collect all 
the three points. 
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Made for each other to this day
Bombay Gymkhana is the only club in the city which promotes budding sports personnel

JOE WILLIAMS / Mumbai 

Bombay Gymkhana and 
Mumbai sports are synony-
mous with each other as an-
other year of  sporting extrav-
aganza will kick off  from late 
next month. 

This is the only club in the 
city which came into exis-
tence to promote sports in the 
city and the legacy is carried 
forward, according to Aga 
Raza Hussain, the president 
of  the gymkhana. 

“Our prime aim of  the 
gymkhana was to promote 
sports when it began on June 
19, 1875, and the legacy is on 
and growing year after year,” 
said Hussain, who has been 
the skipper of  the Indian rug-
by team. 

Many events, both sports 
and cultural are lined up for 
the coming months and the 
prime event will be the 90th 
year of  the first Test match 

which was played in the coun-
try at this very venue. 

The Test match was played 
between India and England in 

1933, and the home side was 
led by CK Nayudu and Jar-
dine led the England of  the in-
famous bodyline tactics. 

“This year being the 90th 
year we are planning to get a 
representative team from 
England (MCC) and our own, 

the five day bonanza of  crick-
et which will be held between 
December 15-19,” stated the 
president.

JOE WILLIAMS / Mumbai 

The showdown of  the beauty 
and the beast is all said to un-
fold, as the 19-day Pune meet-
ing will open the gates at the 
Poona Race Course from July 
21. 

While announcing this, the 
committee of  the Royal West-
ern India Turf  Club (RWITC), 
Ltd said they are pleased to 
announce the start of  Pune 
Meeting 2023 on Friday, 21st 
July. 

It is monsoon time and 
Pune season, which is run 
over the monsoon track, is 
ready to take the beating of  
the over 800 horses which will 
be racing during the Pune 
season. 

Two Group one, Group two 
and Eight Group three races 
along with multiple spon-
sored races will be gunning 
for the whopping Rs 11 crore 
prize money that will ex-
change hands. 

Over 50 outstation horses 
will be marshaled by 31 A li-

cense and six B license train-
ers and would be ridden by 55 
A license jockeys besides 
nine B license jockeys. 

Highlights of  the season 
will be the Indian St. Leger 
(Gr 1), on September 24 while 
the Pune Derby weekend will 
be held on October 14 & 15. 

Three consecutive race days 
on 13, 14 & 15 of  August, keep-
ing in mind the interest of  
racing patrons will be there. 

"Looking forward with a 
positive frame of  mind, and 
hopefully everything will pan 
out good," said trainer 
Mallesh Narredu.

India ‘A’ beat 
Nepal by 

nine wickets
PTI / Colombo 

Sai Sudharsan and Ab-
hishek Sharma slammed 
scintillating fifties to comple-
ment the efforts of  the 
bowlers as India A qualified 
for the semifinals with a dom-
inating nine-wicket win over 
Nepal in their second match 
of  the ACC Men's Emerging 
Cup here on Monday.  

Electing to bat, Nepal were 
all out for 167 in 39.2 overs 
with Nishant Sindhu (4/14), 
Rajvardhan Hangargekar 
(3/25), Harshit Rana (2/16) 
and Manav Suthar (1/31) pro-
ducing breakthroughs at reg-
ular intervals. 

For Nepal, skipper Rohit 
Paudel was the top-scorer as 
he made 65 off  85 balls, while 
Gulsan Jha made a 30-ball 38 
to give some momentum to 
the innings at the R Pre-
madasa Stadium here on 
Monday. India got a flying 
start from its openers. 

This year being the 90th year 
we are planning to get a 
representative team from 
England (MCC) and our own, 
the five day bonanza of 
cricket which will be held 
between December 15-19,”  

Aga Raza Hussain, 
President, Bombay Gymkhana

Pune racing from July 21 Mumbai Radar

19 
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HARIDEV PUSHPARAJ 
Mumbai 

Sunday's Wimbledon men's 
singles final between Novak 
Djokovic and Carlos Al-

caraz was hugely 
significant for 
two reasons. 

Firstly, what 
the moment 
meant when a 

20-year-old Al-
caraz played the 

greatest game of  his 
still very nascent career 

to beat arguably the 
Greatest of  All Time in 

men's tennis on the iconic 
stage of  modern tennis. 

It is an epochal moment 

of  power shift. Power shift that one 
has not seen in men's tennis for a 
while since Djokovic was not beaten 
in 34 matches at the Centre Court on 
a trot coming into the Wimbledon fi-
nal against Alcaraz. 

And this power shift is unlike any-
thing world tennis has seen. 

The people who saw Boris Becker 
in Alcaraz don't realise that the for-
mer was a 17-year-old rookie coming 
into his own while winning the 1985 
Wimbledon Championships. 

Reminiscing about other chang-
ing of  guard games in history, tennis 
aficionados would jog their memory 
back to the epic 2001 Wimbledon 
fourth round match between Roger 
Federer and Pete Sampras. 

Federer had defeated Sampras but 
anyone who remembers that game 

would know the latter was well past 
his prime while playing that match. 
The Swiss had it fairly easy in that 
game. 

Compare that to yesterday's 
marathon battle and it is World No 1 
and defending US Open champion 
Alcaraz locking horns with the best 
player ever and someone who is at 
the peak of  his prowess at the mo-
ment. This is Djokovic at his prime 
and in red hot form and this makes 
Alcaraz's feat even more accom-
plished and storied. 

“I haven't played a player like him 
ever, to be honest. Roger and Rafa 
have their own obvious strengths 
and weaknesses. Carlos is a very 
complete player. Amazing adapting 
capabilities that I think are a key for 
longevity and for a successful career 

on all surfaces,” said  Djokovic, 23-
time Grand Slam champion 

And for those who feel this is like 
the end of  an era with the defeat of  
Djokovic, that assessment is way off  
the mark. 

This, in all probability, marks the 
beginning of  a rivalry that will mes-
merise tennis lovers in the next few 
years and is one for the ages. 

There are some glorious tussles 
that are waiting to happen at several 
Grand Slams and not just the Wim-
bledon with Alcaraz and Djokovic 
having a go at each other. 

Looking at Alcaraz, all of  20 and 
World No 1, there is all the trappings 
of  his age but there is composure 
and maturity never seen before. 

"I have to congratulate Novak, it 
was amazing to play against him. 
You inspire me a lot. I started 
playing tennis watching you. Since I 
was born you were already winning 
tournaments. You said 36 is the new 
26 and you make that happen. It is 
amazing,"  said Alcaraz. 

And talking about how he is on 
the court, that's something else.

Galle: Pakistan's middle-order staged a 
fighting comeback from a shaky start to finish 
Day 2 of the first test against Sri Lanka on 
221-5, trailing by 91 runs on Monday. 

After a century by Dhananjaya de Silva 
helped Sri Lanka post 312 in its first innings, 
Pakistan slipped to 101-5 in the afternoon 
session with left-arm spinner Prabath 

Jayasuriya claiming three scalps on his happy 
hunting ground. When it looked the tourists 
concede a big first-innings lead but Saud 
Shakeel and Agha Salman pulled them out.

Pakistan fights back after top-order collapse in 1st Test against Sri Lanka GAMES
 

QUICK SINGLES
England recall Anderson for fourth Test 
Manchester: James Anderson is back in England's team for the 
fourth Ashes test against Australia starting Wednesday in 
Manchester. The 40-year-old seam bowler, who was rested for 
the third test in Leeds, returns to the team in place of Ollie 
Robinson, the England and Wales Cricket Board said Monday. It 
is the only change to the side that defeated Australia by three 
wickets at Headingley, a result that cut England's deficit to 2-1 in 
the five-match series. Anderson's recall comes at Old Trafford, 
the home ground of the veteran's county side, Lancashire.  
 
"It's really frustrating as a player"   
Manchester: Usman Khawaja has played a key role in ensuring 
players are not hit as hard in the pocket and potentially saved 
teams from World Test Championship (WTC) points deductions 
after he revealed he raised the issue of slow over-rate 
punishments with the ICC. In a recent interview, Usman Khawaja 
said, 'It's really frustrating as a player.' The ICC announced 
amendments to their sanctions for slow over-rates: players will 
now be fined 5% of their match fee for each over a team is 
down (previously it was 20%) with the level capped at 50%, 
reduced from the previous upper limit of their entire match fee. 
 
'Best series ever in women's game’ 
Southampton: Despite losing the chance of winning the 
Women's Ashes after a three-run defeat to Australia in the 
second ODI at the Ageas Bowl, England captain Heather Knight 
said the ongoing series has been "the best series there has ever 
been in the history of the women's game".  Vice-captain Nat 
Sciver-Brunt hit an unbeaten 111, but it was not enough for 
England to chase down 283 as they finished at 279-7 in their 50 
overs. England needed 15 runs from the final over, but Jess 
Jonassen held her nerve by conceding 11 runs for Australia to 
retain Women's Ashes.  
 
'Sciver-Brunt didn't get the support’   
London: Former England cricketer Lydia Greenway was full of 
praise for Nat Sciver-Brunt following her unbeaten 111 in the 
second Women's Ashes ODI against Australia but believed the 
vice-captain needed more support from her teammates to take 
the hosts over the line. Nat smashed an unbeaten 111, her sixth 
ODI century, laced with 10 fours at the Ageas Bowl. But it wasn't 
enough to deny Australia a three-run victory and retain the 
Women's Ashes. She came to the crease when England were 86-
2 and saw the hosts being reduced to 144/5. 
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AP / Wimbledon 

Regrets? Novak Djokovic has 
two.  

There was that tiebreaker 
pretty early in the Wimbledon 
final on Sunday, when the 36-
year-old Serb was one point 
from taking a two-sets-to-
none lead over his 20-year-old 
opponent, Carlos Alcaraz.  

And then there was that 
missed volley on break point 
early in the fifth set with all 
the momentum at that stage 
going the seven-time Wimble-
don champion's way.   

"Some regrets," Djokovic 
said after losing 1-6, 7-6 (6), 6-1, 
3-6, 6-4 in a high-energy and 
highly entertaining champi-
onship match on Centre 
Court.  

"I had my chances. I think I 
could have closed out that sec-

ond-set tiebreaker better. But 
credit to him for fighting and 
showing some incredible de-
fensive skills, passing shots 
that got him the break in the 
fifth. 

"He was a deserved winner 
today, no doubt." Djokovic has 
been a deserved winner on so 

many occasions in the past. 
Seven times right here at the 
All England Club, where he 
was one victory from match-
ing Roger Federer with a 
men's record eight titles at the 
grass-court Grand Slam. And 
23 times overall at major 
championships, tied with Ser-

ena Williams for the most in 
the Open era, which began in 
1968.   

Back in 2019, for instance, 
Federer was going for his 
ninth Wimbledon title while 
Djokovic was the defending 
champion. Federer had two 
match points in the fifth set, 
but Djokovic saved them 
both, forced a tiebreaker at 12-
12 and then ran away to claim 
his fifth championship.

AP / Kyiv  

In a modest gym in the heart 
of  Kyiv, boxer Anna Lysenko 
dedicates long hours prepar-
ing for next year's Paris 
Olympics despite the unset-
tling sounds of  explosions 
booming outside.  

Lysenko already has 
Olympic experience, nearly 
winning a medal at the Tokyo 
Games in 2021, but her train-
ing routine this time has been 
disrupted by the war in 
Ukraine - that started nearly 
17 months ago when Russia 
invaded her country.  

In a well-lit, spacious gym 
with high windows, she often 

hears bombs exploding out-
side as the capital remains a 
target for the Russian army.  

"It's stifling. It probably 
doesn't allow me to feel at 
peace, to train and prepare in 
a measured way," Lysenko 
said, wearing an orange 
sports jacket with "Tokyo 
2020" on the back, 
reminiscent of  a calmer 
training routine.  

"Constant shelling, or other 
stresses associated with the 
situation in the country, al-
ways seem to be present." De-
spite these challenges, the 31-
year-old Lysenko refuses to 
give up on her training. She 
has already sacrificed almost 

10 years of  her life for the 
sport, reaching the quarterfi-
nals in Tokyo but missing out 
on an Olympic medal after 
losing to the eventual gold 
medalist. Knowing the Paris 
Games may be her last, she 
perseveres, training six days 
a week hoping to get better, to 
get faster, to win.   

Her chances of  competing 
in Paris, however, remain un-
certain. 

Ukrainian athletes have in 
recent weeks missed world or 
European championship 
events in judo, fencing and 
taekwondo, where Russians 
and Belarusians were 
allowed to compete after 

being approved as neutral 
athletes. 

Last week, International 
Olympic Committee presi-
dent Thomas Bach criticized 
the Ukrainian government 
for blocking some athletes 
from qualifying events for the 
2024 Games that also included 
Russians and Belarusians. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
said any neutral flag is 
stained with blood and 
invited Bach in January to 
join him in visiting the 
wrecked city of  Bakhmut. 

The IOC and Bach shaped 
the definition of  neutrality in 
March - not publicly support-

ing the war, nor being con-
tracted to the military since 
February last year, competing 
without a flag, anthem or na-

tional colors - that sports gov-
erning bodies must decide 
how or if  to apply. 

"This is very bad," Lysenko 

said about the neutral flag for 
Russians and Belarusians. 

As a Ukrainian athlete, she 
finds it "very unpleasant" that 
citizens of  Russia will have 
the opportunity to participate 
in the Olympics. Despite the 
neutral flag, she said, the ath-
letes "are citizens of  their 
own country, they represent 
it." The IOC took a tough posi-
tion on Russia within days of  
the war starting, urging 
sports bodies to exclude ath-
letes and officials from inter-
national events and strip the 
country of  hosting rights. 

However, as the Paris 
Olympics approached, the 

IOC moved toward letting 
some Russians into competi-
tion and Bach said excluding 
athletes based just on their 
passport would be discrimi-
nation and a breach of  their 
human rights. 

For Lysenko, such a deci-
sion by the IOC means that 
Ukrainian athletes have to 
compete in an "unequal bat-
tle" with citizens of  a country 
that started a war in her 
homeland. 

"Because there, athletes 
can train in peace, nobody is 
shelling them, they don't lose 
their loved nes, acquaintanc-
es, friends”. 

PTI / ROSEAU (DOMINICA) 

Ajinkya Rahane's assured ap-
proach in the middle has 
been the hallmark of  his 
comeback and the Indian 
team will need him to main-
tain form when it tours South 
Africa later this year, said bat-
ting coach Vikram Rathour.    

Rahane's 89 and 46 was 
probably the only positive for 
India in their loss to Australia 
in the World Test Champi-
onship final in London last 
month. 

It was Rahane's first Test in 
18 months and following that, 
he was named vice-captain 
for the ongoing tour of  the 
West Indies.  

However, the 35-year-old 
got out cheaply in the first 
Test here and would like to 
make amends in the second 
game starting in Port of  
Spain on July 20. 

"He played really well in 
the WTC final. He has always 
been a good player. He was 
dropped because of  bad 
form. When it comes to tech-
nique, you constantly work 
on that but what stood out for 
for me that he was much 
more calm in his approach. 
"He was playing late and 
close to the body. That has 
been the standout thing 
since his comeback. He is 
still batting the same way in 
the nets. We hope he will do 
well. Conditions in South 
Africa, you will need some-
body like him to come good," 

said Rathour. 
India's next Test series 

will be in South Africa in De-
cember-January. 

Rathour was hugely im-
pressed with young Yashasvi 
Jaiswal's performance in his 
debut Test. His 171 set up a 
massive win for India. 

"I've been a selector before, 
so whenever you pick a play-
er you should pick him with 
the intent that he will play 
for India for the next 10 
years. He definitely has the 
potential. 

AP / Wimbledon  

Carlos Alcaraz held onto No 1 
in the ATP rankings on Mon-
day by virtue of  his victory 
over No 2 Novak Djokovic in 
the Wimbledon final, and 
Marketa Vondrousova's first 
Grand Slam title pushed her 
all the way up to a career-high 
No. 10 on the WTA list.   

Vondrousova jumped 32 
places from No 42 thanks to 
her 6-4, 6-4 win against Ons 
Jabeur in Saturday's final at 
the All England Club.  

Vondrousova, a 24-year-old 
from the Czech Republic, was 

the lowest-ranked and first 
unseeded women's champion 
at the grass-court major.  

Alcaraz's 1-6, 7-6 (6), 6-4, 3-6, 
6-4 defeat of  Djokovic on Sun-
day marked the third time in 
the past four major 
tournaments that 
the men's title 
match determined 
who would be at No 
1.  

At last Septem-
ber's US Open, Al-
caraz became the 
first teenager to 
lead the ATP by 
beating Casper 

Ruud in the final.  
At January's Australian 

Open, it was Djokovic - who 
has spent more weeks atop 
the rankings than anyone in 
tennis history - who assured 

himself  of  being at 
No 1 by defeating 
Stefanos Tsitsipas.   

Alcaraz, a 
Spaniard who 
turned 20 in May, 
and Djokovic, a 36-
year-old from Ser-
bia, have been trad-
ing the highest spot 
this season. Alcaraz 
now enters his 29th 

week there.    
"He's proven that he's the 

best player in the world, no 
doubt," said Djokovic, who 
had won four consecutive ti-
tles at Wimbledon and was 
seeking a 24th Grand Slam 
trophy overall.  

Iga Swiatek could have re-
linquished her 15-month hold 
on the WTA's No. 1 ranking to 
No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka at 
Wimbledon but remained 
there Monday.     

Swiatek lost in the quarter-
finals; Sabalenka lost in the 
semifinals.  

The top seven slots in the 

women's rankings stayed the 
same Monday, with 2022 Wim-
bledon winner Elena Rybaki-
na remaining at No. 3, fol-
lowed by Jessica Pegula, Car-
oline Garcia, Jabeur and 
Coco Gauff. 

Elina Svitolina, who made 

it all the way to the semifinals 
just three months after re-
turning to the tour from ma-
ternity leave, rose 49 places 
from No. 76 to No. 27. 

The big mover in the men's 
rankings was Chris Eubanks, 
a 27-year-old from Atlanta.

PTI / New Delhi  

The quarterfinal loss at the 
US Open has "left a 
significant emotional impact" 
on PV Sindhu but the 
premier Indian shuttler has 
vowed to finish the season on 
a high.   

Sindhu has looked off  
colour this season after re-
turning from a five-month 
long injury layoff  following a 
stress fracture on her ankle. 
With more than half  the year 

gone, the former world cham-
pion and two-time Olympic 
medallist is still searching for 
her first title this season. 

The world no 12 made a 
quarterfinal exit after going 
down in straight games to 
China's Gao Fang Jie.  

"This loss has left a signifi-

cant emotional impact on me, 
especially considering the 
challenging and demanding 
year I've had," Sindhu wrote 
on her Twitter.   

"It's disheartening to expe-
rience a disappointing defeat 
after each successful tourna-
ment”.

TWITTER TRENDING

@ImTanujSingh 
Good news for India - KL Rahul has started batting practice  
session.

BIRTH OF A SUPERSTAR
Carlos Alcaraz, Wimbledon champion, heralds moment of power shift

34:  
Djokovic's winning 
streak at Centre 

Court

121.3mph:  
Alcaraz's average 
first serve speed  

in the final

I haven't played a player like him ever, to be honest. 
Roger and Rafa have their own obvious strengths 
and weaknesses. Carlos is a very complete player. 

Amazing adapting capabilities that I think are a key for 
longevity and for a successful career on all surfaces 

— Djokovic, 23-time Grand Slam champion 

Djokovic rues his missed chances 
"I had my chances. I 
think I could have 

closed out that second-set 
tiebreaker better. But credit to 
him for fighting and showing 
some incredible defensive 
skills, passing shots that got 
him the break in the fifth." 

- Novak Djokovic, 23-time 
Grand Slam champion

The Mumbai batter had a good outing at 
the WTC final last month

Rathour backs 
Rahane for SA tour

Spaniard became first teenager to lead the ATP by beating Casper Ruud in 2022 US Open final

Carlos, Marketa move up in ranking

Sindhu feels US Open impacted her
World no.12 made a 

quarterfinal exit 
after going down to 
China's Gao Fang

Anna Lysenko has been training in Kyiv under the cloud of war  

UKRAINIAN BOXER FIGHTS ALL ODDS It's stifling. It probably doesn't allow me to feel at 
peace, to train and prepare in a measured way. 
Constant shelling, or other stresses associated with 
the situation in the country, always seem to be 
present." - Anna Lysenko, Ukrainian boxer
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for boxing 8 The last eight stage she 
reached at the Tokyo 
Olympics 
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jumped 32 
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making a 
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08 
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07 
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The Serb looked back at the marathon final which he lost in five sets

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 

World No. 159 Archana Ka-
math shocked Suthasini 
Sawettabut in an exciting 
contest as Puneri Paltan 
Table Tennis beat Goa Chal-
lengers 8-7 to register their 
first victory in the Ultimate 
Table Tennis, at the Shiv 
Chhatrapati Sports Complex, 
Mahalunge-Balewadi in Pune 
on Monday.  

The Karnataka-based pad-
dler took an early lead as she 
played accurate forehands to 
shock World No. 39 Suthasini. 
Archana did not lose momen-
tum and took the first game 

by 11-6 before bringing her A 
game to the table and 
winning the second game by 
11-8 and the tie for Puneri Pal-
tan Table Tennis. She lost the 
third game 6-11 but secured 
victory for her franchise. 

The franchise-based 
league, promoted by Niraj Ba-
jaj and Vita Dani under the 
auspices of  the Table Tennis 
Federation of  India (TTFI), 
has been a game-changer for 
Indian table tennis since its 
inception in 2017. 

Goa Challengers' Harmeet 
faced Manush in the first 
match (Men's Singles) of  the 
tie and earned three valuable 

team points for his franchise. 
Both Gujarat-based pad-

dlers went toe to toe from the 
beginning of  the tie and 
played with attacking intent 

to gather points. The first 
game went in the favour of  
Harmeet 11-10 through a gold-
en point. 

The World No. 65 kept his 

nerve in the second game de-
spite falling behind Manush 
early on. Harmeet reduced 
the three-point deficit with 
ease before winning the game 
by 11-9. The third game was 
also decided through a golden 
point where the Goa Chal-
lengers' paddler used his swift 
moments to good effect and 
registered a win to put his 
franchise in a comfortable po-
sition. 

In the second match 
(Women's Singles) of  the tie, 
Reeth Tennison defeated 
Hana Matelova by 2-1 to ex-
tend Goa Challengers' lead to 
5-1.

Archana leads Pune to victory over Goa



2  Lip mask:
Similar to face masks, lip masks 

provide intense hydration and 
nourishment to the lips. They help to 
replenish moisture, restore elasticity, 
and improve the overall texture 

of the lips. Look for lip masks with 
ingredients like hyaluronic acid, shea 

butter, and vitamins. Apply the lip mask 
for the recommended duration, allowing the 

ingredients to penetrate and revitalize your lips. 
After removing the mask, seal in the goodness with a 
hydrating lip balm. Here is how you can make a DIY lip 
mask

Ingredients: 1 teaspoon honey, 1 teaspoon shea butter, 
1-2 drops of your favorite essential oil (optional).

Process: In a microwave-safe bowl, combine honey and 
shea butter. Add essential oil if desired. Microwave for 20 
seconds until shea butter melts. Stir well. Cool slightly. 
Apply a generous layer of lip mask to lips using fingertips 
or brush. Leave for 10-15 minutes. Wipe off with damp cloth 
or rinse. Apply lip balm to seal in hydration.

 Sustainability 
and durability
In addition to its 

aesthetic appeal, colored 
concrete also offers 

sustainable and durable 
qualities that make it an 

attractive choice for interior design. 
Concrete is an eco-friendly material, as it can be 
sourced from local suppliers, often 
incorporating recycled content, 
and has a long lifespan, reducing 
the need for frequent replacements. 
The latest trend is to incorporate 
sustainability into the design by 
using eco-friendly concrete dyes and 
stains, creating environmentally 
conscious spaces that align with the 
values of both designers and clients.

Disclaimer: The Free Press Journal bears no responsibility for the content that appears on this page.
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Attain luscious lips: 

Amazing health benefits of 
cooking in mustard oil

Healthy snacks for weight loss

Concrete Couture: Latest trends 
in colored concrete for interiors

SAVITHA B

Interior design is an 
ever-evolving field 
that continuously 

seeks innovative 
ways to transform 
spaces into captivating 
and functional 
environments. One 
such design element 
that has gained 
significant attention in 
recent years is colored 
concrete. Gone are the 
days when concrete 
was considered dull 
and utilitarian; today, 
it is being harnessed 
as a powerful tool to 
enhance the aesthetics 
of interior spaces. 
In this article, we 
will delve into the 
expert insights on 
the use of colored 
concrete in interior 
design, exploring its 
versatility, benefits, 
and applications, while 
also highlighting the 
latest trends in the 
industry.

Neeta Senacha

Our lips are not only 
essential for speech 
and expression but 

also play a significant role 
in enhancing our facial 
features. Just like our skin, 
our lips require proper care to 
maintain their natural beauty 
and keep them luscious. In 
this article, we will delve 
into the world of lip 
care, exploring 
the benefits of 
lip scrub, lip 
masks, DIY 
lip balm, 
and natural 
remedies 
that can 
help us 
achieve 
soft, 
smooth, and 
irresistibly 
kissable lips.

  Cheese and apple slices
Portion controlled 

cheeses are an ideal mid-
morning snack. These 
contain four grams of fibre 
and have about 70 calories. 
You can have it with apples 
to up your fibre intake. This 
is one of the best healthy 
morning snacks.

 Roasted chickpeas
These contain eight 

grams of protein and six 
grams of fibre. A bowl of 
chickpeas can keep your 
tummy full for at least 5 
hours and help healthily ease 
the hunger pangs. You can 
keep these at your desk as 
your go-to snack.

 Strawberries and greek 
yoghurt

This power-packed 
combo is packed with 20 
grams of satiating protein. 
The strawberries can provide 
you with the required 
amount of fibre to your body 
and ease your hunger pangs. 
The combination of yoghurt 
and strawberry can prevent 
you from getting hungry 
until your lunch break.

Acts as a taste 
enhancer

Allyl 
isothiocyanate, a 
chemical compound 
found in mustard oil 
is responsible for the 
strong and pungent 
taste of the oil. This 
is why mustard oil 
is considered a taste 
enhancer as it lifts up 
the taste of every dish 
in which it is added.

Inhibits bladder 
cancer

Mustard 
oil is known to 
contain a chemical 
compound called 
Allyl isothiocyanate 

that inhibits the 
development of 
bladder cancer 
by 34.5%. 
This cancer-
preventing agent 
in mustard oil is 
also responsible 

for its 
pungent 
smell.

1  Raw 
vegetables
Although 

raw veggies are 
healthy, you 
should not eat 
just that after a 
workout session. 
As your body 
would have lost 
a lot of nutrients 
while working 
out, just raw 
vegetables will 
not be able to 
replenish 
your 
body 
well.

Amritha K

Cravings are a man’s enemy. I 
think we can all agree on it. 
But what if I tell you that you 

can curb these cravings by eating 
healthy snacks that are beneficial 
for your health. When you hear 
the word ‘snacks’, naturally our 
mind thinks ‘unhealthy’ - but let’s 
change that, shall we! Most of us 
fail to eat a healthy and complete 
breakfast in the morning, leading 
to a tired morning and pre-lunch 
hours which can make it difficult for 
you to concentrate on your work or 
finish that assignment that is due. 
Consequently, this causes you to 
develop cravings and mostly end up 
with you crunching on some chips or 
gorging down a big burger.

In the same light, most of us 
have the habit of waking up in the 
middle of the night and tiptoeing to 
the kitchen to check the refrigerator 
for some crackers and chocolates. 
There are several reasons as to why 
you feel hungry in the middle of your 
sleep, with the central one being the 
modern lifestyle, along with health 
conditions and medications as well. 
In this article, we will provide a list 
of healthy snacks you can have in the 
morning and in the night, to get rid 
of your hunger pangs as well as to 
promote weight loss in the process.

Never eat these foods 

after exercising!
Chandana Rao

Are you someone who 
exercises regularly? 
Do you wish to start a 

workout routine on a regular 
basis? If yes, then there are 
certain foods that you must 
never eat after exercising. As 
we all know, having a proper 
exercise routine can go a long 
way in keeping up our health. 
It is a proven fact that working 
out or exercising regularly can 
minimise the risk of a number 
of ailments, especially lifestyle 
disorders like diabetes, obesity, 
etc. A healthy diet coupled with 
a regular exercise routine, is 
what every person needs in 
order to remain healthy.

Exercise can also help 
treat a number of disorders 
and their symptoms. In fact, 
there are a few diseases for 
which exercise is the main 
form of treatment! If you want 
to attain the maximum benefit 
from your workout and avoid 
health complications, you need 
to follow certain diet tips along 
with exercise. There are a few 
common foods that we need 
to consume and there are also 
a few foods we must totally 
avoid, after an exercise session. 
Have a look at some of the foods 
you must never consume after a 
workout, here.

 Versatility 
in applications

One of the most significant 
advantages of colored concrete 

is its versatility in applications. It 
can be used for flooring, countertops, 

wall panels, furniture, and even 
decorative elements like sculptures. 
The inherent durability and strength 
of concrete, coupled with its ability to 
take on any shape or form, make it an 
ideal material for both functional and 
aesthetic purposes. From sleek and 

contemporary interiors to rustic 
and industrial spaces, colored 

concrete can adapt to any 
design concept.

 A palette of 
possibilities
Colored 

concrete offers 
a vast array 
of possibilities 
when it comes to 
interior design. 
By adding pigments 
to the concrete mix, 
designers can achieve 
a wide range of hues, 
from soft pastels to 
vibrant shades. The 
ability to customize the 
color of concrete opens 
up a world of creative 
opportunities, allowing 
designers to seamlessly 
integrate it into 
various design styles 
and achieve specific 
atmospheres or moods 
within a space.

 Creating visual interest
Colored concrete serves 

as a powerful tool for creating 
visual interest within interior 
spaces. By incorporating colored 
concrete elements strategically, 
designers can introduce focal 
points, highlight architectural 
features, or define different zones 
within a room. The latest trend 
is to create stunning concrete 
statement walls, using intricate 
patterns and designs to make a 
bold impact. 

 Harmonizing 
with other materials

Colored concrete 
possesses the unique 
ability to harmonize 
with a wide variety 
of other materials 
commonly used in 
interior design. It can 
seamlessly blend with 
natural materials 
like wood or stone, 
creating a visually 
striking contrast or a 
harmonious balance, 
depending on the 
desired effect. The latest 
trend is to combine 
colored concrete with 
minimalist design 
elements, allowing 
the concrete to be 
the focal point while 
other materials serve 
as complementary 
accents.

The importance 
of lip care

The skin on our lips is 
delicate and thinner than the 

skin on the rest  of our body. It 
lacks oil glands, which makes it 
more susceptible to dryness and 
dehydration. Neglecting lip care 
can lead to chapped, cracked, 
and uncomfortable lips. By 

incorporating a few simple steps 
into our daily routine, we can 

maintain the health and 
beauty of our lips.

1  Lip scrub:
Exfoliating the lips with 

a lip scrub is an excellent way 
to remove dead skin cells and 
promote smoother lips. It helps 
to enhance blood circulation, 
allowing for better absorption 
of lip balms and treatments. 
You can purchase a lip scrub 
or make your own at home 
using ingredients like 
sugar, honey, and coconut 
oil. Gently massage the 
scrub onto your lips 
in circular motions, 
then rinse off with 
warm water. Remember 
to follow up with a 
moisturizing lip balm.

Ingredients: 1 tablespoon 
granulated sugar, 1 teaspoon 
honey, 1 teaspoon coconut oil (or 
olive oil).

Process: Mix sugar, honey, 
and coconut oil in a bowl until 
a grainy paste forms. Apply a 
small amount of the lip scrub 
to your lips. Gently massage 
in circular motions for one 
minute. Rinse off with warm 
water or wipe away with a damp 
cloth. Pat lips dry, then apply 
moisturizing lip balm to lock in 
hydration.

3  DIY lip balm:
Creating your own lip 

balm allows you to control 
the ingredients and tailor it to 
your specific needs. A simple 
DIY lip balm can be made 
using natural ingredients 
such as beeswax, coconut oil, 
and essential oils. Melt the 
beeswax and coconut oil together, add a few drops 
of your preferred essential oil for fragrance, and 
pour the mixture into lip balm containers. Let it 
cool and solidify before using. This DIY lip balm 
will keep your lips moisturized.

 Lip stains 
Natural lip 

stains offer a 
chemical-free, long-
lasting color boost. 
Derived from plant-
based ingredients 
like berries or 
beets, they enhance 
lip beauty with a 
fresh, effortless 
look. Packed with 
antioxidants and 
pigments, they 
provide a gentle 
tint while allowing 
the lips to breathe. 
These lightweight 
formulas offer 
vibrant shades 
and nourishing 
properties, making 
them an ideal 
choice for those 
seeking an organic 
and eco-friendly 
beauty routine.

Natural remedies:
Nature offers an 

array of remedies to heal 
and enhance our lips. 
Here are a few natural 
options to consider:

Honey: Known for 
its moisturizing and 
antibacterial properties, 
honey can help soothe 
and repair chapped 
lips. Apply a thin layer 
of honey to your lips 
and leave it on for 10-15 
minutes before rinsing.

Aloe Vera: Aloe 
vera gel is a natural 
moisturizer that can 
alleviate dryness and 
inflammation. Extract 
fresh gel from an aloe 
vera leaf and apply it to 
your lips. Leave it on 
for 15 minutes before 
rinsing or wiping it off 
gently.

Cucumber: The 
high water content of 
cucumbers makes them 
an excellent hydrating 
agent for the lips. Cut 
thin slices of cucumber 
and place them on your 
lips for 10-15 minutes. 
This will refresh and 
hydrate your lips, 
leaving them soft and 
supple.

Shivangi Karn

Mustard oil is 
among the 
commonly used 

oils for culinary and 
therapeutic purposes. 
The rich flavour and 
aroma of the oil are 
known to enhance 
the taste of any dish, 
making them nutritional 
at the same time with 
its amazing benefits. 
Mustard oil is composed 
of fatty acids like 
monosaturated fatty 
acids (59 g), saturated 
fatty acids (11 g) and 
polyunsaturated fatty 
acids (21 g). The oil is 
widely used for cooking 
in the northern part 
of India, Thailand, 
Bangladesh and some 
western countries.

In Ayurveda, the 
amazing benefits 
of mustard oil for 
cooking is mentioned 
tremendously. Due to 
the high smoking point 
of this oil, it is ideal for 
deep frying and heating 
foods. The versatility 
of mustard oil is highly 
praised. Take a look at 
the benefits of mustard 
oil for cooking.
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Master lip care with 
natural remedies

Helps lower the risk of heart diseases
Coronary heart disease (CHD) is among the 

leading causes of deaths worldwide. Edible oils 
play an important role in treating and managing 
CHD. According to a study, mustard oil is packed 
with monosaturated fatty acids that significantly 
help lower cholesterol levels and reduce the risk 
of CHD.

Has cancer-fighting properties
According to a study, dietary 

mustard oil containing 
omega-3 polyunsaturated fatty 
acid is very effective to reduce 
colon cancer in animals 
compared to dietary fish oil or 
corn oil. The study also found 
that the tumour was reduced to 
50%.

 Shelled pistachios
These contain 

six grams of 
protein and three 
grams of fibre. 
Eating shelled 
pistachios can help 
control cravings 
and prevent you 
from gorging on 
unhealthy food 
items. Also, shelled 
pistachios are one 
of the best mid-
morning snacks for 
weight loss.

 Low fat cottage cheese 
and banana

Cottage cheese is 
an incredible source of 
protein. It contains about 
10 grams in a quarter 
cup. A small banana can 
deliver about 10 grams of 
fibre, hence keeping you 
full. This is one of the top 
healthy morning snacks 
for weight loss. Eating a 
whole banana can also 
help ease the hunger 
pangs most healthily.

 Sprout salad
Sprouts are rich in 

nutrients, extremely low in 
calories and fat. You can use 
moong sprouts which help 
reduce the blood pressure 
levels and to help detoxify the 
blood. You can eat the salad 
with a dash of lemon, which 
also helps in burning fat most 
healthily.

 Raw peanuts
Peanuts are beneficial 

for your heart health. They 
are rich in antioxidants and 
monounsaturated fats which 
help satisfy your hunger in 
the healthiest way possible. 
Consume only a handful of 
peanuts in a day and not 
more than that.

 Makhana (Fox Nuts)
Low in cholesterol, fat 

and sodium, makhana is an 
ideal snack to satiate your 
in-between meal hunger 
pangs. Individuals suffering 
from high blood pressure, 
heart diseases and obesity 
can benefit from this healthy 
snack.

 Poha
Made from flattened rice, 

this dish is a good source 
of healthy carbohydrates. 
Poha is light on the stomach 
and can be easily digested, 
making it the perfect snack 
for your cravings.

 Granola bar
You need to go for 

granola bars that are less in 
sugar and calorie content. 
These contain seven 
grams of fibre, six grams 
of protein, five grams of 
sugar and are perfect for a 
morning snack, especially 
when you miss out on your 
breakfast.

 Banana with almond butter
Banana is indeed one 

of the best and healthy 
snack-foods out there. Dip a 
small banana in a spoon of 
unsweetened almond butter 
and eat when the hunger 
pangs are playing with your 
sleep. The healthy calorie 
combination also helps in 
promoting sleep.

 Hot cereal
No, 

cereals are 
not just for 
breakfast. 
Having 
whole-grain 
cereals like 
oatmeal are 
good for late-
night cravings, 
as it not only 
helps fill your 
tummy but 
also promotes 
better sleep. Add 
cinnamon or 
dried fruits.

 Trail mix
Trail mixes 

are healthy and 
tasty. You can 
make a trail mix 
with almonds at 
home. Add dried 
fruits, whole-
grain cereal and 
dark chocolate 
to complete the 
mix and consume 
it to ease your 
sudden hunger 
pangs in the 
middle of the 
night.

 Hard-boiled 
egg whites

The protein from the 
egg whites is extremely good 

for your health, as it helps keep 
your blood sugar stable and hence 
healthily control the hunger pangs. 
You can also make egg muffins, 
which are made by mixing 
vegetables and egg whites (best 

if you make some in the 
evening before-hand and 

keep it refrigerated).

 Pumpkin seeds
One of the best solutions 

for midnight hunger pangs 
is pumpkin seeds. Salty, 
crunchy and healthy, 
pumpkin seeds are rich in 
magnesium which can help 
promote and improve your 
sleep quality as well.

While helping you ease 
your sudden bouts of hunger 
pangs, these healthy snacks 
are also beneficial for weight 
loss. Due to the presence of 
healthy fat and good fibre 
content, the snacks are easy 
to make and tasty to eat.

Helps improve digestion
The antimicrobial 

property of mustard 
oil fights off the 
microorganisms of the 
digestive system along with 
killing the bacteria of the 
teeth. This helps improve 
the digestion and health of 
the liver and spleen that 
helps in producing digestive 
enzymes.

Helps reduce body Weight
A study says that 

diacylglycerol rich mustard 
oil significantly helps reduce 
the weight of the body. 
It helps reduce the total 
cholesterol levels of the body 
with an increase in HDL 
cholesterol levels, the good 
cholesterol of the body.
Helps to reduce inflammation

Mustard oil is 
very efficient to treat 
inflammatory diseases. 
Adding mustard oil daily 
in the diet helps activate 
the sensory nerves of the 
body. Also, the presence of 
allyl isothiocyanate in the 
oil reduces a wide range of 
inflammation.

2   Sweets
Foods to avoid after exercising include 

sweets, pastries, etc., as the high amount 
of sugar in them can stop the fat burning 
process of your body, minimising the good 
effects of the workout.

3  Spicy foods
Eating spicy chaats or the likes, after a 

good exercise session can be bad for health, 
as your body is still in the process of 
recovery after the workout and spicy foods 
can slow that process down.

4  Steak
While lean meat is a good post-workout 

food, heavy meat dishes like steak or meat 
with too much gravy, spices and oil should 
be avoided after exercising, as it can slow 
down metabolism.

5  Fatty foods
Foods to avoid after exercising are foods 

rich in unhealthy fats, like fries, chips, 
samosas, etc. Even just a little amount 
of fatty foods can cancel out the positive 
effects of the workout.

6  Energy bars
Most energy bars contain a lot 

of sugar and fat content, so even 
though they can make you feel 
energised after a workout, they can 
create an imbalance in your blood 
sugar levels.
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he makers of Katrina Kaif 
and Vijay Sethupathi’s Mer-
ry Christmas shared the 
first look poster of the film 

on Monday (July 17). It has also 
been revealed that the film has been 
shot in two languages, with different 
supporting actors. 

The Hindi version co-stars Sanjay 
Kapoor, Vinay Pathak, Pratima Kan-
nan, and Tinnu Anand, while the 
Tamil version features Radhika 
Sarathkumar, Shanmugaraja, Kevin 
Jay Babu, and Rajesh Williams in the 
same roles.  

The film also introduces Pari, a 
child actor. Ashwini Kalsekar and 
Radhika Apte are to be seen in 
cameos. 

Touted to be a genre-defying tale, 
the film is directed by Sriram 
Raghavan and it is produced by 

Tips Films and Matchbox Pictures. 
Merry Christmas is all set to release world-

wide on December 15, 2023. 
The film is reportedly a crime thriller that re-

volves around an uneventful day that 
turns Katrina and Vijay’s worlds 
upside down. The edgy thriller is 
about an event that takes place on 
Christmas Eve.

T
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ollywood superstar Salman 
Khan is not just a successful 
actor but he is also a well es-
tablished producer in the In-

dian film industry with several 
films under his Salman Khan Films 

banner. However, the actor often finds 
himself  in trouble when people use his 

name to garner attention without seeking 
prior permission. 

But looks like he has finally decided to take mat-
ters into his own hands and put an end to the fiasco. 
On Monday, Salman issued a statement threatening to take legal ac-

tion against those who will be found guilty of  using his or his organisa-
tion's name falsely. Salman took to his social media handles on Monday to 

warn people against using his name without his permission. 
He shared an official note which read, “This is to clarify that Mr Salman 

Khan nor Salman Khan Films are casting for any film currently. We have not 
hired any casting agents for any of  our future films. Please do not trust any 
emails or messages received by you for this purpose. 

The note further mentioned, “Legal action will be taken if  any party is 
found falsely using Mr Khan’s or SKF’s name in any unauthorised manner.” 

“Official notice!” Salman wrote, sharing the note. 
Salman is all set to return to his blockbuster Tiger franchise with the up-

coming film Tiger 3. He also has Kick 2 in the pipeline. 
Besides, Salman will be seen join-

ing hands once again with 
filmmaker Sooraj Bar-
jatya for the film titled 

Prem Ki Shaadi, 
which is sched-

uled for a Di-
wali 2024 

release.

Salman 
Khan  

threatens legal 
action for falsely 
using his name 

for film  
castings

ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH! 
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The  
wait is 

over
Katrina Kaif, 

Vijay Sethupathi’s 
Merry Christmas 

to release on 
December 15; 

first look poster 
out 
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yushmann Khurrana is 
in favour of   electric ve-
hicles. The actor believes 
that world has started fo-

cussing on protecting the en-
vironment.  

He says, “We are living at a time 
where we will have to make a con-
scious choice to switch to sustain-
able ways of  living. I’m glad that 
authorities are focussing and en-
couraging people to switch to 
electric vehicles. We all need to 
think about this option seriously 
because the time is critical for all 
of  us to look at means to protect 
our environment.” 

Ayushmann adds, “We have to 
consciously look at using cars 
more efficiently and electric vehi-
cles could affect a really positive 
change for the world at large. I 
think urban transportation will 

evolve fairly quickly to em-
brace electric vehicles, pro-
vided the infrastructure is 
there to support this trans-
formation. I constantly 
read that plans are being 
made on this front.” 

Ayushmann feels the 
switch to electric ve-
hicles will be in-
evitable. He ex-
plains, “People are 
being more con-
scious about the 
way they live their 
lives and it is an in-
evitable reality that 
everyone will look to 
preserve the planet so 
that it stays habitable for fu-
ture generations. We are all 
aware of  how our actions can aid 
the environment and I think we 
are in the age of  electric cars be-
ing embraced by many.”
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Ayushmann Khurrana feels electric vehicles 
are the future of transportation
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everal Bollywood 
celebrities attended 
the Wimbledon fi-
nals at the All-Eng-

land Club in London on 
July 16. Aamir Khan was 
seen posing with his kids 
during the match Several 
pictures of Priyanka 

Chopra Jonas with husband 
Nick Jonas at the sporting 
event have also gone viral. 
Sonam Kapoor Ahuja attend-
ed the  tennis championship 
with her businessman-hus-
band Anand Ahuja. Veteran 
actress Neena Gupta was 
also at the All-England Club 
with her husband Vivek 
Mehra.

Cheering for the champs 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas, Aamir Khan, Sonam 

Kapoor Ahuja and Neena Gupta attend 
Wimbledon Championship in London
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harman Joshi and Sahil Khan are all 
set to share screen space once again. 
The film, whose title will be revealed 
soon, reunites the two actors after 20 

years. Sharman and Sahil first joined 
hands in 2001 for Style and later in 2003 for 
Xcuse Me. Their new venture is all set to roll 
and will also mark the launch of  a new heroine.  

To be shot extensively in Abu Dhabi, the film 
will have four tracks that promise to top the 
chartbuster list and break all records.  

Talking about it, Sharman said, “With the 
film all ready to roll, I am absolutely excited. 
The films that Sahil and I did earlier brought 

about a lot of  appreciation for the 
chemistry we shared on screen. It 
was our first commercial hit that 
was seen by Raju Hirani sir too, 
who then signed me for 3 Idiots.” 

An elated Sahil stated, “The 
writer and the director Sam 
Khan and I have known each 
other for a long time and am ab-
solutely delighted to work under 
his direction. Also, this film brings 
Sharman and me together once again. 
He’s a superb actor and a wonderful per-
son to work with.”  

Writer Milap Zaveri is penning the dialogues 
and the screenplay of  the film.

Bees saal baad!
S
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EV is the way

Sharman Joshi, Sahil Khan reunite after 20 years for new film 



WHO WILL 
DIRECT 

DACOIT? 

Adivi Sesh-starrer Dacoit 
will be produced by Akkineni 
Nagarjuna’s Annapurna 
Studios. Rumours down 
South are abuzz that Adivi 
will be directing Dacoit. “I 
don’t think he is going to 
direct it. He is good at 
writing scripts. He always 

feels he is not so good at 
direction. He always 

finds a good director 
for his scripts 
though,” our source 
reveals.  
Our source further 
adds, “Adivi 
always feels he is 
not so good at 
direction. 
Shaneil Deo will 
direct Dacoit. 
He was the 
cinemato-
grapher for 
Goodachari.”

LIPIKA VARMA 
 

divi Sesh’s film 
Goodachari (2018), 
a spy thriller flick, 
had rocked at the box 

office at the time of  its re-
lease. The South superstar now has 
Goodachari 2 in the pipeline. The 
news from the lanes of  Tollywood is 
that after Goodachari 2, Adivi Sesh will 
be acting and directing in his next film, 
Dacoit. We decided to tap our authentic 
sources and tried to authenticate this news 
and find facts. 

Speaking exclusively to The Free Press 
Journal, one of  the insiders who is close to 
Adivi Sesh, reveals, “Goodachari 2 is still in 
the writing stage. Sesh and Sashi Kiran Tik-
ka’s first AD, Vinay Kumar Sirigineedi, is 
still writing it and will be directing it. This 
was always an understanding that Sashi will 
not direct Goodachari 2.” 

Our source further adds, “We are still writ-
ing because we always want to come up with 
a strong script first. Unless we are satisfied 
with the script, we won’t go on the floors. 
Our ecosystem is such that we put more time 
on writing and then go on the floors well pre-
pared. Writing itself  is a full-time job. Sashi 
will direct Goodachari 3 if  everything goes 
well.” 

Informing a little more about Sashi’s next 
film in the pipeline, our source explains, 
“Sashi is writing something for himself  
which is still in the process of  writing still. It 

will be a suspense 
film which is being 
produced with 
Mythri Movie 
Makers, the 

producers of  
Pushpa. They are af-

fluent producers in 
Telugu. It will take 

time, but Sashi will be di-
recting this one.” 

About Sashi’s association 
with the script of  
Goodachari 2, our source 
says, “Sashi is very much 
associated with the film. He 
keeps listening to the 
Goodachari 2 script. All of  
them keep in touch, discuss it 
and keep giving their input 
and feedback.” 

Also responding positively 
about Dacoit, our source in-
forms, “Next is Dacoit. It has been 
there, but it’s never been told 
out.” 

The source concludes, “Also, 
these names mentioned are all 
outsiders. There are a few more 
names. These outsiders have 
their own ecosystem and have 
made it not only in the Bollywood 
industry but have stretched out 
globally. It’s just that they have 
not yet announced about Dacoit.”

CJ DESK 
 

ctor Akshay Oberoi has officially an-
nounced his involvement in the upcom-
ing third season of  the highly acclaimed 
court drama series, Illegal. Akshay is set 

to reprise his role as a skilled lawyer. The 
show in its first two seasons have earned a loyal 
viewership.  

Following the resounding success of  the first two 
seasons, Illegal has captivated viewers worldwide 
with its gripping narrative, stellar performances, 
and thought-provoking themes. The show explores 
the complexities of  the Indian legal system while 
delving into the personal and professional lives of  
the characters involved. 

Akshay’s portrayal of  the son of  a criminal 
lawyer in the series has garnered him wide criti-

cal acclaim. Expressing his excitement about 
reprising the character, Akshay shares, “I am 

thrilled to step into the shoes of  my charac-
ter once again and continue this exhilarat-
ing journey with Illegal. The opportunity to 
delve deeper into the complexities of  the 

legal world and explore new dimen-
sions of  the character is incredi-

bly fulfilling as an actor.” 
He adds, “I am looking for-
ward to collaborating with 

the talented cast and crew 
in bringing the next 
chapter of  this thrilling 
series to life.” 

The third season of  
the show is set to be 

filmed in Delhi and 
Mumbai. Directed 

by Sahir Raza, it 
also stars Neha 
Sharma, 
Piyush 
Mishra, 
Satyadeep 
Mishra. 

CJ DESK 
 

ctor Angad Bedi has made an extraordinary 
decision to pursue a professional career in 
sprinting, aiming to represent India in 
the 400m race at an international level. 

Following his remarkable achievement of  
winning the silver medal in his maiden 400m 
sprinting tournament in Mumbai, Angad has set 
his sights on taking the sport to new heights 
and proudly representing his country. 

Angad’s passion for athletics and his excep-
tional athletic prowess have been evident 
throughout his career. While he has estab-
lished himself  as a versatile actor, Angad has 
always harboured a deep love for sports, and 
his recent success in the 400m race has in-

spired him to embark on this remarkable journey. 
With a determination to excel in his newfound athletic endeavour, Angad 

has been undergoing rigorous and intensive training under the guidance of  
his coach, Brinston Miranda. Coach Miranda, a seasoned athlete himself, 
achieved the remarkable feat of  securing the 5th rank at the World Masters 
Games in 2016. Angad’s association with Coach Miranda ensures that he re-
ceives top-notch training and mentorship to hone his skills and elevate his 
performance to international standards. 

Expressing his enthusiasm about representing India in sprint-
ing, Angad says, “I am honoured and thrilled to have the op-
portunity to represent my country in the 400m race next 
year. First I am aiming for Maharashtra State in Decem-
ber then Nationals. The silver medal in my debut sprint-
ing tournament has fueled my determination to pursue 
this sport at a professional level.” 

He adds, “With the guidance of  my esteemed coach, 
Brinston Miranda, I am committed to giving my 
best and making my country proud. I am grateful 
for the support and encouragement I have re-
ceived from my family, friends, and fans through-
out this incredible journey.” 

As Angad gears up to compete at the interna-
tional level, he will continue to train intensive-
ly, refining his technique and improving his 
speed. His journey as a professional sprinter 
promises to be an inspiration for aspiring 
athletes and fans alike, showcasing the 
power of  passion and determination in 
achieving one’s dreams. 

On the film front Angad’s recent release 
R Balki’s directorial Lust Stories 2 oppo-
site Mrunal Thakur is garnering good 
reviews across cinephiles. His next re-
lease, again under the direction of  R 
Balki, is a sports drama film titled 
Ghoomer. Angad will be seen sharing 
screen space with Saiyami Kher and 
Abhishek Bachchan in it.

CAUGHT ON CAM
Celebs were snapped 
as they were out and 

about in Mumbai

PICS: VARINDER CHAWLA

aylor Swift continues to make her mark in history and the release of Speak Now (Taylor’s 
version) has made its debut at number one on the Billboard 200 chart joining three other of 
her albums in the Top 10. This achievement marked the first time a woman has ever done 
this in 60 years and only one of three living artistes to have ever scored such a feat. The song 

moved 716,000 album-equivalent units during its first week, according to Billboard. Her other 
three albums in the Top 10 are Midnights (2022) at No. 5, Lover (2019) at No. 7 and Folklore 
(2020) at No. 10. Previously, Herb Alpert had four albums in the Top 10 with Going Places, 
Whipped Cream & Other Delights, South of  the Border and The Lonely Bull. —IANS

TTaylor Swift 
breaks  

60-year-old 
Billboard 200 
chart record
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The makers and cast of the Shah Rukh Khan, 
Nayanthara-starrer Jawan released a new poster. 
It features the ‘Lady Superstar’ in an action-packed 

avatar. “Lock..Aim..Fire.. Jawan releasing 
worldwide on 7th September 2023, in 

Hindi, Tamil & Telugu,” she tweeted 
along with the poster. As soon as fans 

saw it they couldn’t control their 
excitement. Here’s how they reacted:  
 
@ArunSuriya_K: “Thalaivi is back to 
the fire mood. Waiting for action mood…” 
 
@ishanMadhu96113: “India’s king and queen 

in one frame this will be one of the superb hits 
of all time! We are waiting to watch it.” 

 
@PritomR76323405: “I love you Nayanthara. Best of 

luck for Jawan.” 
 
@shakil_housys: “Superb poster... Fantastic colour grading... 

Loved it…” 
 

@usmaniqaiser: “She looks so beautiful and dangerous... 
Just BOOM!”  

—CJ DESK

TWITTER TREND 
OF THE DAY

Sreejita 
De oozes 
oomph in 
her dress

Alia 
Bhatt keeps 
it simple in a 

white shirt and 
blue jeans

Nayanthara 
looks 

ravishing in a 
blue ethnic 

outfit

Kiara Advani 
looks pretty in 
her cool outfit

Ranveer Singh 
nails the 

airport fashion 
look

Loving 
the ‘Lady 

Superstar’ 

Actor Angad Bedi set to represent India at 
an international sprint tournament after 

his silver medal win earlier this year
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Man of many talents

Glad to be back
Akshay Oberoi confirms  
season 3 of his popular  
OTT courtroom drama  

series Illegal 

A

FRESH 
OUT OF THE 

BOX!
Our 

source  
confirms new 

details about Adivi 
Sesh’s Goodachari 2 

and reveals who 
will direct the 

actor’s film 
Dacoit

A
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