THE TU\TF OF INDIA

5 April 2022

THE TIMES OF

INDIA, AHMEDABAD
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022

Builders’ body
demands cement

regulatory authorltg

Times News NETwoRK

Ahmedabad: Amid rising
raw material prices, the Bu-
ilders Association of India
(BAI) has urged the central
government for some respite
and demanded industry sta-
tus for the sector. The associ-
ation has also raised the is-
sueof lack of skilled manpo-
werand theneed foraregula-
toryauthority.

For the first time in the
history of BAI, a Gujarati —
Nimesh Patel — has taken
chargeasthepresidentofthe
association. Soon after ta-
king charge, he said, “We
will highlight the plight of
the construction industry,

o '
of RERA.” The BAI has also
urged the government for a
‘unified standard contract
document’ to be adopted by
all work authorities throug-
hout the country including
local bodies, state govern-
ments and corporations to
weed out the benchmark va-
riations. *
Thisshould be irrespecti-
ve of the amount and time-
duration of the contract and
ensure the reimbursement
of increased construction
material cost with inclusion
of star rate/basic rate policy,
it has stated. The new ‘stan-
dard contract document’
should also ensure a dispute
resolution mechanism with

particularly, the

of infrastructure and hou-
singsectorsinthelightof ab-
normal price increaseof ma-
jor construction materials
such as cement, steel, bitu-
men, wood, and electrical
and plumbing equipment
etc. Wewillrequest the PM to
appoint a ‘Cement Regulato-
ry Authority’ along the lines

proper ar “clauses
included along with a time-
bound decision on disputes
raised out of a contract, the
BAT has demanded. {

Theassociationisalsolo- :
okingat the ‘statusof indust-
ry’ for the construction sec-
tor by considering its size :
and contribution to the co- !
untry’s GDP.
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Appoint cement

regulatory
authority:
Bullders body

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, APRIL S

POINTING TO the gap betweenin-
stalled ;apa:lty for cement man-

Indn(BN)m'l\nsdaysougmﬂxe
appointment of a “cement regu-
la

tory authority”.

Nimesh Patel, the first-
Guijarati to take over as president
of BAL stated that he will try to
meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and request him to appoint
an authority that will keep a
check on prices of cement, an of-
ficial release from BAI stated.

Accusing cement manufactur-
ers of cartelisation an office bearer
of BAI was quoted in the release as
saying, “If you look at thedata for the
last 10 years for the installed capac-
itydmecmmindustryapinstits
actual production vis-a-vis con-
sumption, youwill noticea huge gap
inbetween capacity and production.
Despite having a huge installed ca-
pacity, the production of cement
overthelast tenyears, ismuch lower
than the consumption.” BAI said
that it will urge the government
for a‘Unified Standard Contract
Document’ to be adopted by all
work authorities throughout
the country including local bod-
ies, state governments and cor-
porations to weed out the dif-
ferences of benchmarks.



