Ref.:494/M/2020-21 dated 10th March, 2021
To,
Shri Narendra Modi Ji,
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
Prime Minister’s Office,
South Block,
New Delhi - 110 001

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman Ji,
Hon’ble Finance Minister of India,
Government of India.
North Block,
New Delhi -110001

Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji
Hon’ble Minister of Road Transport & Highways
(MORT&H)
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways
Transport Bhawan, 1,
Parliament Street
New Delhi-110001

Shri Hardeep Singh Puri
Hon’ble Minister of State for Housing & Urban
Affairs (Independent Charge),
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road,
New Delhi – 110011

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan Ji
Hon'ble Minister of
Petroleum and
(MOP&NG)
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
A-Wing, Shastri Bhawan,
Rajendra Prasad Road,
New Delhi -110001

Natural

Gas

Sub.: Request to bring the Petroleum Products under GST.
Respected Sir,
Builders Association of India (BAI) established in 1941, is the apex body of Indian
Construction Industry having about 20,000 construction companies as its members, with 200 centres
(Chapters) spread throughout the country. BAI acts as a bridge between the Government and
construction industry on policy advocacy of the Government and Contribute to the Country’s
economic development.
Respected Sir, as known to you, the construction industry is the second largest employer of
workers, next to agriculture, and employs more than 50 million people in the country. It contributes
around 9% of the national GDP and accounts for around 60% of the total plan outlay of the
Government. Moreover, the construction industry has forward and backward linkage to more than 400
allied industries and any upward movement in the construction industry would have a cascading effect
on these industries and ultimately result in economic growth and revival for the entire country.
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Sir, as known to your good self, the price of Petrol and diesel is increasing on a daily basis and
the trend shows, there is no respite to this unprecedented phenomena if the Government wouldn’t
involve to control the price.
Sir, if the oil price is not brought under control within a reasonable time, the progress made
hitherto and the development projects envisaged by the Union Government to be completed in the near
future would be in serious jeopardy.
The construction industry uses bulk materials like Cement, Steel, Bitumen etc., on a continuous
basis and these materials have to be transported from far off places. A major part of the cost of the
construction project is transportation cost and the transporting agencies have already increased the cost
by more than 30% across the country on account of the increased cost of Petrol and Diesel.
Sir, this additional cost of increased petroleum products would affect construction of
Affordable Housing, construction of Roads, Bridges, Dams, Public Buildings etc. etc. It would
also add inflation in the country negating the growth of GDP with cascading effect of negative
economic growth and down grading by international grading agencies.
Sir, therefore we request you to kindly look into the daily increase of oil prices and bring a
lasting solution so that the country would again move to the development path visualised by the Union
Government headed by your able leadership. As an immediate solution, it would be appropriate to
think the Petroleum products too to be brought under the purview of GST.
Hope you understand the ground realities exist in the country and would again come to the
rescue of the common man.
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

Mu Moahan
President
Builders’ Association of India

Ref: 505/M/2020-21 dated 23rd March 2021
The Chairman
Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC),
A Govt of India Undertaking,
DVC Towers, VIP Road, Kolkata,
West Bengal -700054.
Kind Attn.:- Shri Ram Naresh Singh
Sub.:- Request for release of payments to our bonafide member Evergreen Construction
after withholding payments from Reliance Infrastructure Ltd. for their work with
DVC at 2X660MW Raghunathpur Thermal Power Project as they have not paid to
our member their legitimate dues since 2016 for their completed portion of the work.
Dear Sir,
Builders Association of India (BAI) established in 1941, is the apex body of Indian
Construction Industry having about 20,000 construction companies as its members, with 200
centres (Chapters) spread throughout the country. BAI acts as a bridge between the Government
and construction industry on policy advocacy of the Government and Contribute to the Country’s
economic development.
The MSME unit Evergreen Construction (MSME Regn NoWB23B0000999), Durgapur is
our founder member since inception of our Durgapur Centre have represented us that the firm
have been facing severe financial stress as their legitimate due amounting to Rs 3,22,71,801
since July 2016 plus interest therein, has not been released by Reliance Infrastructure Ltd through
their 100% subsidiary M/s Crest Logistics and Engineers Private Limited despite repeated &
vigorous follow ups by them.
It may kindly be noted that the orders & payments to all of their subcontractors /service
providers were made for Raghunathpur Project by Reliance Infrastructure Ltd only through their
100% subsidiary M/s Crest Logistics and Engineers Private Limited.
You, being Principal Employer, BAI strongly feel and urge you, this matter needs your war
foot attention as we understand that M/s Reliance Infrastructure Ltd., has become aggressively
Debt Company which is not commensurate with their operational cash flow and may be on the
verge of bankruptcy.
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Engineers Private Limited, which is a 100% subsidiary firm of Reliance Infrastructure Ltd who
executed the 2X660MW Raghunathpur Thermal Power Project of Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC) during the period between year 2007 to year 2016.
The gist of the matter is as follows:
1.

Reliance Infrastructure Ltd has received all the payments as per terms of their order from
DVC but they have in turn not paid their vendors their due payments for the completed
works.

2.

A team of three-member Arbitration Tribunal has unanimously on 23.12.2019 given a
major arbitration award of Rs 1,250 Crore in favour of Reliance Infrastructure Ltd.

3.

As per the award DVC will have to pay an additional sum of Rs 898 Crores beyond the
ordered value, in favour of Reliance Infrastructure towards their various claims. The
tribunal has also directed DVC to release bank guarantees of Rs 356 crore within four
weeks or pay additional interest, at the rate of 15% per annum, for any delay in payment
beyond four weeks.
We wish to state as under:

1.

First & Foremost, the amount of outstanding / award as stated above does not entirely
belong to Reliance Infrastructure Ltd as despite getting full payments from you against
work done, they have not paid to their vendors/sub-contractors.

2.

Against the decision of the three-member Arbitration Tribunal DVC has filed an
Arbitration Petition in the Kolkata High Court.

3.

Reliance Infrastructure Ltd has also filed the Execution Petition for the execution of the
award in the same Kolkata High Court.

4.

Both the petitions are still under active consideration of the High Court.

Hence if at any point of time DVC releases any amount to Reliance infrastructure Ltd.,
there is every likely hood that they shall not release any amount to our MSME members as the
lenders /financial institutions of Reliance Infrastructure Ltd may not allow them at all being the
secured creditor of the company as their mounted debt has become irregular.
Alternatively, if our MSME member go to NCLT tribunal demanding our due payment
under the insolvency and bankruptcy code, 2016 they are likely to get almost nothing as they shall
be treated at par with the Lenders/major financial institutions of Reliance Infrastructure Ltd., as
mere operational creditors.
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force majeure situation has announced under Atma Nirbhar package that all payments to MSME
units must be released within 45 days by all PSUs /MNCs, neither it has practically helped them
nor it has paid any dividend to any MSME unit so far.
In this once in a century Pandemic Situation our MSME members are under severe
financial stress and the release of their due payments from the organisations like yours, shall help
much of their financial pain.
Hence, we request your good self to see that the due payment of our MSME member
with interest is released from your end (as the three-member Arbitration Tribunal has also
awarded 15% interest) from the dues of Reliance Infrastructure Ltd before disbursing any
amount to them.
Our MSME member’s entire capital remains blocked with Reliance Infrastructure Ltd. for
more than 4 years now. Hence, we request you to rescue them from the brink of financial
collapse.
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

MU. Moahan
President
Builders' Association of India

Ref: 4/A/2021-2022 dated 5th April, 2021
Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji,
Minister for Road Transport & Highways
and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Government of India,
Transport Bhawan,
New Delhi 110001
Sub.: Request to grant ‘Industry’ Status to ‘Indian Construction Sector’
Ref.: Your online interaction with our members on 9th January, 2021
Respected Shri Nitin Gadkari Saheb,
Builders Association of India (BAI) established in 1941, is the apex body of Indian
Construction Industry having about 20,000 construction companies as its members, with 200 centres
(Chapters) spread throughout the country. BAI acts as a bridge between the Government and
construction industry on policy advocacy of the Government and Contribute to the Country’s economic
development.
Sir, we at Builders’ Association of India (BAI) are very much thankful to you as under your
leadership, the Government of India is taking bold steps of implementing various industry specific
welfare schemes to sustain the construction industry and MSME Sector.
We also appreciate your ‘live online’ interaction on Saturday 9th January, 2021, with our
Association to understand about the issues faced by the contractors and also express our gratitude for
assuring your support the industry to bring it backs to the path of society.
Sir, as informed to you during the meeting, we hereby submit our written request for conferring
‘Industry Status’ to the construction Sector.
Construction is vital for national development. Construction reflects the economic, social and
cultural activities and values of society. The building and the engineering projects with which people
come in daily contact, affect in some complex way, their mood and attitude, their effectiveness and the
quality of their lives. Conversely the traditions, aspirations and vitality of people are reflected in their
settlements and their constructional environments.
Construction sector has forward and backward linkage to more than 400 allied industries and
any upward movement of construction sector would therefore naturally affect the fortune of these
industries also and ultimately result economic growth of the whole country.
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opportunities across various related Sectors/Industries. In the year 2019, India’s Construction sector
had a contribution of over 2.7 trillion Indian rupees to the Country’s GDP and accountable around 60%
of the total plan outlay. Construction sector is the second largest generation of employment to our
people matching the Agriculture sector and employs potentially around 51 million workers. The
Construction sector provides large employment opportunities to the farmers during non-agricultural
operational period.
Construction activity therefore plays a catalyst role and is an important element in economic
activity and development. In other words it has an economic multiplier effect.
It is surprising that despite its massive contribution to national building activities, construction
sector in India has not yet acquired the status which it deserves. It has not yet been given the
recognition as an ‘industry’. However, people have started giving it, its own importance and weightage
even then a lot more is required to be done for its recognition as an ‘industry’. There are many reasons
for this and the reasons need to be looked into and tackled.
‘Industry’ status to the construction industry will open up many avenues to the stake holders to
access funds – under various Central and State Government(s) schemes, access technology – from
various Central and State Government(s) institutions, regulation by Central and State Government(s) on
the sector will be win–win situation for all, etc.
Considering the above and many other aspects, it is essential to give an ‘industry’ status to
construction sector in real sense. It will smoothen the construction process and will solve many
problems of the workers involved in construction. Moreover, quality of construction will also get
improved due to proper training to workers. In the long run will make projects more economical by
reducing the unnecessary overhead costs. Once ‘Industry’ status is given, contractors will use
management tools and techniques effectively which are random as on today. Proper planning of the
entire sequence of activities in advance and timely inter linkage between different components of the
project will make each to realize the benefits achieved by it.
We sincerely look forward to a positive response from your good office.
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

R.N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India

Ref: 5/A/2021-2022 dated 5th April, 2021
Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji,
Minister for Road Transport & Highways
and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Government of India,
Transport Bhawan,
New Delhi 110001
Sub.: Construction Industry Issues.
Respected Shri Nitin Gadkiri Saheb,
Builders Association of India (BAI) established in 1941, is the apex body of Indian Construction
Industry having about 20,000 construction companies as its members, with 200 centres (Chapters) spread
throughout the country. BAI acts as a bridge between the Government and construction industry on policy
advocacy of the Government and Contribute to the Country’s economic development.
Respected Sir, at the outset, BAI is grateful for your kind addressing our members on 9th January,
2021, through online mode.
Our members during the meeting have raised the following points for kind consideration.
We once again request you to kindly look into the matter.
1.

Sir, to prevent the contractors from incurring heavy losses due to the sudden abnormal price increase of
Cement and Steel a Regulatory Authority to be considered to be introduced in Cement and Steel Sector
to avoid wild fluctuation of pricing in the market. It is a known fact to one and all that the price
increase of Cement and Steel is not due to the market forces, whereas it is only due to cartelization
by the Manufacturers with the purpose of profiteering. This unethical practice of the major
construction material manufacturers could only be controlled by introducing a Regulatory
Authority. We therefore request the Hon’ble Minister to kindly recommend to the Hon’ble PM for
appointing a Cement and Steel Regulatory Authority.

2.

Sir, kindly recommend to devise a mechanism to reimburse the increase in cost of construction
material with certified Bills of the authorized manufactures. This is more so required as the Price index
published by RBI is not reflecting the actual increase due to various reasons. We also request you to
kindly recommend to include price variation reimbursement in all contract documents to avoid time
and cost over run of the contract Documents.

3.

Sir, we request you to kindly streamline the reimbursement of contractors’ bills with a systematic
payment system. This will help the contractors to avail cash flow facilities as also to effectively deal
with the Banks. Sir, as known to you, the Departments in most of the cases create abnormal delay in
releasing the payment of contractors, resulting the Banks to treat the accounts as NPA and block the
future transaction. Sir, to circumvent this anomaly, it would be appreciated if the
Government/Department, considering to introduce Bills Discounting Scheme to bail out the contractors
from the strict norms of Bank’s NPA system.
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Sir, we also request you to kindly streamline GST Implementation with systematic written rules as
most of the field officers are ignorant about the compliance method and introduce their own
method making it difficult for the contractors to implement it. In this regard, BAI request the
Department to organise a workshop to train all concerned on intricacies of GST provisions with learned
Taxation officials and contractors so that, unnecessary litigation and subsequent issues could
avoided. We also request the Government to issue a Notification to the Works Authorities to accept any
change of law on increased payment of Tax and the same should be reimbursed to the contractors’.

5.

Sir, there are many anomalies in prequalification of contractors, particularly in NHAI. We
request you to kindly streamline the same. In this regard, BAI request you to kindly arrange an
interactive meeting with NHAI Officials. BAI also request the Hon’ble Minister to kindly
encourage regular interactions of contractors and Department officials to stream line the smooth
functioning.

6.

Sir, Revenue Department used to harass the contractors with payment of Royalty on minor
mineral and even stop the trucks and work causing much harm to the completion of the project.
We
request you to kindly arrange help the contractors by coordinating between the two Departments as
payment of Royalty is to made to another wing of the same Government. In other words, Works
Authorities should facilitate the payment without causing any delay of execution of project. Sir, as
known to this will help the contractors to concentrate on the execution of projects rather than
running over various authorities for permissions.

7.

Sir, we are really happy to note the concern of the Union Government and to ease the cash flow
of the industry the Government have issued various notifications relaxing various contract
conditions. However, many State and Public Service Undertaking have not yet implemented
implementation of Union Government’s notification, particularly the one which relaxes the contract
conditions, by all State Government so that, the Contractors could avail the benefit and execute the
projects. Sir, the Union Government were prompt to come to help the contractors during the locked
down period, most of the State Governments including the States which are ruled by the same party as of
the Centre Government have not yet implemented the provisions of the notification in the State. BAI
request the Hon’ble Minister to kindly consider issuing necessary circular or notifications to implement
the guide lines of the Union Government.
We sincerely look forward to a positive response from your good office.
Thanking You,
Yours faithfully,

R.N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India

Ref: 41/A/2021-2022 dated 12th April, 2021
To,
The Director General
Central Public Works Department (CPWD),
Room No. 101, A – Wing,
Nirman Bhawan,
Maulana Azad Road,
New Delhi, 110001

Shri Hardeep Singh Puri Ji,
Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge),
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Room No. 104 – C,
Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road,
New Delhi – 110011

Shri Durga Shanker Mishra Ji,
Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Room No. 122- C,
Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road,
New Delhi – 110011
Shri Hardeep Singh Puri Ji,
Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge),
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Room No. 104 – C,
Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road,
New Delhi – 110011

Shri Rajiv Gauba Ji
Cabinet Secretary,
Rashtrapati Bhawan
New Delhi - 110 004

Shri Sanjay Kothari Ji,
Central Vigilance Commissioner
Satarkta Bhavan, Block-A
GPO Complex, INA
New Delhi - 110 023

Dr. Kahatrapati Shivaji,
Secretary,
Deptt. Of Administrative Reforms & Public
Grievances,
5th Floor, Sardar Patel Bhawan,
New Delhi -110001

Subject- Regarding Relaxation for upcoming works of Central Vista.

Respected Sir,

Builders Association of India (BAI) established in 1941, is the apex body of Indian
Construction Industry having about 20,000 construction companies as its members, with 200
centres (Chapters) spread throughout the country. BAI acts as a bridge between the Government
and construction industry on policy advocacy of the Government and Contribute to the Country’s
economic development.
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Sir, BAI being the apex body of various infrastructure companies across the country, it is
our endeavor to take up the issues faced by them, particularly on the issue of contract conditions
and tenders, to your good self, so that the same would be addressed and resolved at your
esteemed office itself . Sir, in this regard, it is our humble submission, we wish to state that
in regard to upcoming work of Central Vista, our number of contractors are very keen to
participate and willing to execute the work on competitive pricing ensuring Quality. This
pertains to our seriousness & willingness to be associated with this visionary project.
Sir we are grateful that the Circular N0. DG/SOP/17 Dated 22/02/2021 has been
relaxed keeping in view the competitive and healthy competition of the project. Sir, we
would also like to kindly request your good self to allow joint venture and split the tender into
packages. We also would like to submit that the criteria of 80, 60, 40 should be further relaxed.
The criteria of work done experience of 7 years should be increased to 10 years.

Keeping in view of the current circumstances of the country, where there is
financial crunch, particularly due to COVID, competitive rate & healthy competition will
relax the financial burden of the Government.
It is our foremost request that a circular pertaining to our above requests
should be notified.
Also it is our earnest request that the upcoming tender for the Central Vista
should ensure the above amendments in the tender.
Thanking You,
Yours faithfully,

R. N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India

Ref:58/A/2021-2022 dated 21st April, 2021
To,
Shri Narendra Modi Ji,
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
Prime Minister’s Office,
South Block,
New Delhi - 110 001

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman Ji
Hon’ble Finance Minister,
Government of India,
Room No. 134,
North Block, New Delhi -110001

Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji
Hon’ble Minister of Road Transport & Highways,
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways,
Transport Bhawan, Parliament Street,
New Delhi – 110011

Shri Piyush Goyal Ji,
Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry,
Government of India
Room No. 45, Udyog Bhawan,
New Delhi-110011

Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji
Hon’ble Minister of Road Transport & Highways,
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways,
Transport Bhawan, Parliament Street,
New Delhi – 110011

Shri Anurag Singh Thakur
Minister of State (Finance & Corporate Affairs),
Ministry of Finance,
Room No.138-North Block, New Delhi – 110001

Sub: Relaxation for Construction Industry- Covid 19 Pandemic - Reg.
Greetings from Builders’ Association of India (BAI)!
Respected Sir,
The Builders Association of India (BAI) is the apex All-India body of engineering
construction contractors and real estate companies founded in the year 1941 with more than
20,000 business entities as its members through nearly 200 chapters across the country. The
association is a registered body established with the objective of encouraging trade, industry and
profession of construction works and all other ancillary and allied trades and industries amongst
others.
As you are aware that the construction industry is the second largest employer of
workers, next to agriculture, and employs more than 80 million people in the country. It
contributes around 9% of the national GDP and accounts for around 60% of the total plan outlay
of the Government. Moreover, the construction industry has forward and backward linkage to
more than 400 allied industries and any upward movement in the construction industry would
have a cascading effect on these industries and ultimately result in economic growth and revival
for the entire country.
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India for taking up the very great step to provide some relief on problem faced by Contractor /
Concessionaire / Supplier during this extraordinary event of the outbreak of COVID-19.
In this backdrop it is to bring to your kind attention that the members of the
Association have been severely affected by the loss of business due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Adding fuel to the fire, now many States have imposed Section 144 of the Indian Penal
Code, thus causing restrictions on movement of goods and Transport. Sir, this type of semi
lockdown would greatly hamper the progress of construction site work with consequential
cascading effect of cost and time overrun.
Sir, therefore, we humbly request you to kindly help the construction industry by
considering the following:
1.

All running contracts to be extended further for a minimum period of Six (6)
Months.

2.

Banks should be directed to levy only interest or concessional rate of interest for Six
(6) months.

3.

Relaxation of PG should be given (100% Relaxation). Only Security Deposit
deducted from the running account bills of contractor is sufficient amount for
security of the work.

4.

Relaxation should be given in eligibility criteria of tenders in Net Worth,
Performance, Bidding Capacity etc.

5.

Escalation for material & labour should be given on running contracts.

6.

Relaxation in the date for filing income tax returns, reduction in rate of TDS/ TCS,
reduced rate on interest in late deposit of tax etc. to continue till 31 March 2022.

7.

Extension in date of filing of GST returns and relaxation in other rules under GST.

8.

It is known fact to one and all that the price increase of Cement and Steel is not due
to the market forces, whereas it is only due to cartelization by the Manufacturers
with the purpose of profiteering. This unethical practice of the major construction
material manufacturer should be controlled by introducing some suitable &
effective mechanism by which the practice of unethical profiteering could be
checked by the Government which is affecting the large infrastructure projects /
housing projects as well as the dream of poor citizen who wish to built / own a
house.

9.

Additional advances or loans to be considered in case of delay of bill payment from
Works Authorities against BGs.
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10.

Government should consider bearing the cost of ESIC and PF payment of workers
of Construction Companies for the next Six (6) months.

11.

Government to create ways and means for availability of construction workers.
Government should facilitate the comfortable stay of migratory workers with
medical facilities using the Labour Cess Fund

12.

We request the release of and disbursal of adequate VACCINES for our
construction workers at our sites which should be administered under and
through suitable medical board. All these construction workers should be treated as
front line workers for Construction Industry.

13.

Please allow the operation of our administrative offices to function at 50% strength
to enable the administration of finances for the construction operations. All
necessary and appropriate COVID measures will be followed during the same.

Thus, it is requested that immediate steps be taken to consider the aforesaid issues and
kindly circulate necessary directions for their redressal at the earliest.
It would also be our honour to have an audience with you either online or offline,
on any date and time convenient to your good self, to explain more on the plight of
construction industry.
Thanking You,

Yours faithfully,

R. N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India

Ref: 61/A/2021-2022 dated 23rd April, 2021
The Director
V.P. Chest Institute,
University of Delhi
Delhi - 110007
Email: admin@vpci.org.in
Dear Prof Rajkumar
The Builders Association of India (BAI) is the apex All-India body of engineering construction
contractors and real estate companies founded in the year 1941 with more than 20,000 business entities as
its members through nearly 200 chapters across the country.
We understand that the Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute (VPCI) is a unique postgraduate medical
institution devoted to the study of chest diseases. The main objectives of VPCI have been to conduct
research on basic and clinical aspects of chest medicine, to train post graduates in Pulmonary Medicine and
allied subjects, to develop new diagnostic technology and disseminate scientific knowledge related to Chest
Medicine to other institutions in the country and to provide specialized clinical and investigative services
to patients.
We further understand that Coronavirus can affect the upper respiratory system (nose, sinuses and throat)
with flu-like symptoms, the lower respiratory system (airways and lungs) by causing cough with or without
mucous and difficulty breathing. When COVID-19 is severe it can bring on pneumonia or acute respiratory
distress syndrome (ARDS).
Therefore, VPCI should be in the forefront to understand and find a comprehensive treatment of
Corona Virus which mainly affect the respiratory system. However, there is no information in the public
domain which educate on the efforts being made by VPCI in this area. We are sure that efforts must be
being made by VPCI and therefore, would appreciate if the information on the work which has been done
for the treatment of Corona Virous is made known to us.
We anxiously wait for this information. Also, our association is standing with you, should you
require any help from us.
With regards,

R. N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India

Ref: 62/A/2021-2022 dated 26th April, 2021
To,

LT GEN HARPAL SINGH, PVSM, AVSM, VSM
Engineer-in-Chief's
Military Engineer Services,
Kashmir House,
Rajaji Marg New Delhi - 110 011
Email : mes@nic.in

Shri Sanjeev Gahlot,
Director General (Pers),
Military Engineer Services
Kashmir House,
Rajaji Marg New Delhi - 110 011

Maj. Gen. Jagdeep Singh Ishar
Director General, DGMAP,
Kashmir House,
Rajaji Marg,
New Delhi - 110 011

Sub: Issues being faced by contractors and Suppliers due to COVID 19 Pandemic in your
Department.
Respected Sir,

Builders Association of India (BAI), established in 1941, is the APEX Body of Indian
Construction Industry having about 20000 construction companies as its members with 200 Centres
spread throughout the country. BAI acts as bridge between the Government and construction industry
on the policy of the Government and contributes to economic development of the country. Quite a
large number of our BAI members are also associated with your department.
The entire country is fighting COVID 19 pandemic and our Government supported the
construction industry by many notifications, which concern construction business. Based on such relief
measures from the Government of India, few departments, namely CPWD, NHAI and Railways have
already notified and implemented such reliefs to Contractors’ fraternity.
As per memorandum OM No. F18/4/2020 PPD dated 13th May, 2020 from the Finance
Ministry, six months delay is anticipated and thus Extension of Time for six months is deemed to have
been granted even without such application for EOT. In doing so, Performance Guarantee (PG) on
commencement of work and Security Money (deducted from running bills) are likely to released six
months later, thus putting extra liquidity crunch on contractors. Intent of the Government is give relief
to contractors by releasing both PG and SD, proportionate to completed work. We therefore seek
release of proportionate Performance Guarantees and Security Money to the extent the work has been
completed. This will facilitate liquidity and help in re-staring works, which stand suspended due to
COVID 19.
…/…

-2Sir, now the challenge before contractors’ fraternity is to restart the work, which requires
mobilization of workforce and construction material after a Lockdown gap of more than one
year. For putting construction activities in motion, we require funds and thus we request you to
kindly be gracious and kind in granting the above mentioned reliefs immediately.
It would also be our honour to have an audience with you either online or offline, on any
date and time convenient to your good self, to explain more on the plight of construction industry.
(Please send your Landline number or Mobile Number to help us to contact you in this regard)
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

R. N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India
(Mob: 9810011139 / 8527221500)

Ref: 65/A/2021-2022 dated 27th April, 2021
To,
Shri Ashok Kumar Gupta
Chairperson,
Competition Commission of India,
Hudco Vishala, 14,
B -Wing, Bhikaji Cama Place,
Near Hayyat, New Delhi 110066

Ms. Sangeeta Verma
Member,
Competition Commission of India,
Hudco Vishala, 14,
B -Wing, Bhikaji Cama Place,
Near Hayyat, New Delhi 110066

Shri Bhagwant Singh Bishnoi
Member,
Competition Commission of India
Hudco Vishala, 14,
B -Wing, Bhikaji Cama Place,
Near Hayyat, New Delhi 110066

Dr. Atul Verma
Director General,
Competition Commission of India
Hudco Vishala, 14,
B -Wing, Bhikaji Cama Place,
Near Hayyat, New Delhi 110066

Shri Hardeep Singh Puri
Hon’ble Ministry of State
(Intendent Charge),
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs,
Room No. 104, Wing -C,
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi -110011

Shri Durga Shankar Mishra
Secretary,

Shri Vinit Kumar Jayaswal
Director General,
Central Public Works Department
(CPWD),
Room No. 101- Wing- A,
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi 110011

Shri P.S Chauhan
Addl. Director General (ADG),
Central Public Works Department
(CPWD),
Nirman Bhawan,
New Delhi 110011

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs,

Room No. 122, Wing -C,
Nirman Bhawan,
New Delhi -110011

Reg. Restrictive Tender Conditions.
Dear Sir,
The Builders Association of India (BAI) is the apex All-India body of engineering
construction contractors and real estate companies founded in the year 1941 with more than 20,000
business entities as its members through nearly 200 chapters across the country and overseas.
We wish to bring to your immediate and kind attention the project of Central Secretariat
for Central Vista tender published on 20/4/21 on CPWD portal.
Sir we would like to request your good self that because of certain conditions we have found
tender to be restrictive, against the principal of open tender and which would increase the cost of
the projects thus causing loss to exchequer. Our observations are as follows:
1. The tender conditions have been laid down in a manner only to qualify 3 to 4 big companies
which practice cartelisation and pool of tender.
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-22. As per Rules for Enlistment of Contractors in CPWD 2020, highest class for Building
Category is Class1 (Super) and according to which the tendering limit is Rs. 650.00 Cr
wherein the enlisted contractor can bid up to Rs. 650 cr. without pre qualification or
eligibility bid. As per these rules, for the eligibility of Class 1 (Super) to bid up to Rs.
650.00 cr., the work experience requires 3 completed works of 20%, 2 works of 30% and
1 work of 60%. Therefore, the same procedure is to be used for eligibility for this tendered
work for central secretariat and also, any other condition mentioned in the said tender
which is contrary to guidelines given in the enlistment rules should be relaxed.
3. Further the restriction on bidding capacity and the monthly turnover etc. should be
removed to invite healthy competition. The contractor would be submitting performance
security and would as it is face penal charges should he fails. The conditions of this tender
of Central Secretariat seems to be avoiding competition & favoring only certain companies
to qualify in the tender.
4. We would also request your good self to allow joint venture and split the tender into
packages to get more competition. The present tender is a composite one for construction
of 3 building which should be split into 3 separate tenders for each individual building. We
once again request that the eligibility criteria of 3 completed works of 20%, 2 works of
30% and 1 work of 60% as mentioned above should be strictly followed.
5. The criteria of work done experience of 7 years should be increased to 10 years.
This present approach of CPWD will not only allow the few big companies to pool
the tender but also put huge loss to exchequer as this will not allow competition.
We therefore request department to make changes in condition which are restricting
competition and allow other companies also to give competitive bids. It is our foremost request
that a circular pertaining to our above requests should be notified. Also, the tender for the Central
Vista should ensure the above amendments in the tender so there is fair competition avoiding
restriction of competition.
Thanks & Regards,
Your faithfully,

R.N. Gupta
President,
Builders’ Association of India
(Mob: 9810011139 / 8527221500)
Encl.:- As above

Ref: 76/A/2021-2022 dated 28th April, 2021
To,

Shri Arvind Kejriwal
Chief Minister of Delhi
Chief Minister's Office
3rd Delhi Secretariat, IP Estate,
New Delhi, Delhi 110002

Shri Ajay Kumar Bhalla
Home Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs
North Block, New Delhi - 110001

Shri Giridhar Aramane
Secretary,
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(RT&H),
Room No. 509, Transport Bhawan,
1, Parliament Street
New Delhi-110001

Shri Rajesh Bhushan
Secretary (H&FW)
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Room No. 156, Wing -C,
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi -110011

Shri Vinit Kumar Jayaswal
Director General,
Central Public Works Department (CPWD),
Room No. 101- Wing- A,
Maulana Azad Road,
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi 110011

Shri Durga Shankar Mishra
Secretary, (H&UA)
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs,
Nirman Bhawan,
Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi-110011

Dear Sir,
Sub. Challenges in executing Construction Projects during Covid.

Builders Association of India (BAI), established in 1941, is the APEX Body of
Indian Construction Industry having about 20000 construction companies as its members
with 200 Centres spread throughout the country. BAI acts as bridge between the
Government and construction industry on the policy of the Government and contributes to
economic development of the country. Quite a large number of our BAI members are also
associated with your department
At the outset, we thank you for the kind initiative taken to combat the Covid
pandemic. We also thank you for allowing construction work during the current lockdown
in India.
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-2However you would appreciate that the two key component for the construction work
to continue are un hindered supply of construction material and migrant labour. Now, the
fear of Corona is making migrant labour leave and go back to their hometown. We are
making all efforts like financial help, arrangement of medical facilities, hygienic
accommodation observing the social distancing norms and wholesome diets to make them
comfortable so that they do not leave. However, since the construction material does not
come under the essential commodities, it is not being allowed to be transported and
hence the construction sites are getting devoid of this key component. Due to the
absence of construction material, migrant labour is also leaving as there is no work.
Thus it is imperative that for the migrant labour to have continuous work, the
transportation of construction material across the country should be allowed on priority basis
by placing it under the essential commodities. A lot of ongoing construction work like
hospital etc, allied industries and infrastructure are essentially required to fight the current
pandemic and therefore their unhindered and continuous progress is very important.
An immediate action on allowing movement of construction material is the need
of the hour and hence we request your immediate attention to this and request you to
kindly place the construction material under essential commodities.
There are a lot of positive steps taken by the government to combat the current
pandemic and these sincere efforts are much recognised and appreciated. Our
association is standing with you in this difficult time and promise to render all support and
assistance to get out of this precarious environment.
Looking forward to a positive step towards our sincere request.
Thanking you,
Your faithfully,

R.N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India
(Mob: 9810011139 / 8527221500)

Ref.:82/A/2021-22 dated 3rd May 2021
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman Ji
Hon’ble Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs,
Government of India,
Room No. 134, North Block,
New Delhi - 110001

Respected Madam,

Subject: Expenses made on Employees/ Migrant Labour during Covid 19- Admissible
expenditure under CSR provision of Sec 135 of Companies Act, 2013.

Builders Association of India (BAI), established in 1941, is the APEX Body of Indian
Construction Industry having about 20000 construction companies as its members with 200 Centres
spread throughout the country. BAI acts as bridge between the Government and construction industry
on the policy of the Government and contributes to economic development of the country. Quite a
large number of our BAI members are also associated with your department.
You would agree that our country is going through a tough time and all of us are very
busy combating the Covid-19 pandemic. The situation of this year is even worse than last year
and every day the mortality is increasing. The situation is sad but this is the truth that our
country is in a state of medical emergency.
This is also very much evident that each and every sector of business is badly hit due to this
pandemic. The livelihoods of so many people are on stake. The soaring condition due to this pandemic
has completely collapsed our medical infrastructure.
We would like to draw your kind attention towards the provision of section 135 of the
Companies Act, 2013 where few companies falling under the ambit of this section have to do a
mandatory CSR expense of 2 % of their 3 years net profit.
The corpus of this CSR expenditure is huge and if utilized for covid-19 relief can benefit
the society at large. The Ministry of Corporate affairs has allowed few spending of this amount
under Covid-19 as admissible expenditure of CSR but has also attached many restrictions to it.
Further the major stake holders related to the company are their employees/ daily wagers on
whom the expenditure during the abnormal time like Covid-19 is not permissible under the
expenditure under CSR.
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-2Covid-19 is not a normal time and all are taking unprecedented steps to mitigate the effects
of this dreadful pandemic. The businesses are suffering and making losses. The whole pandemic has
taken a huge toll and hence businesses are unable to keep pace with the earlier speed and profits. Day
by day the situation is exacerbating and will continue to worsen further till the time this pandemic is
not completely over worldwide.
The corporates are getting distressed because of extra ordinary pressure of having to pay the
wages and salaries to their employees for the period they are not even working. Every state is putting
their lockdown restrictions and many others due to which the business is worsening. On one hand
there are no profits / less profits and on other they have extra expense for paying for that period for
which their employees / workers have done any work as well. The PF/ ESI, Bonus, Cess etc. paid by
the employer for the lockdown period shall also be part of the CSR expenditure.
Particularly the construction industry is totally dependent on migrant labourers and therefore
holding the labour becomes very important. The fear of Corona is making migrant labour leave and
go back to their hometown. Efforts like financial help, arrangement of medical facilities, hygienic
accommodation observing the social distancing norms and wholesome diets to make them
comfortable so that they do not leave, are being made which are not normal under any circumstance
and an extra cost and burden to them.
The employer and employee relation is contractual and therefore any amount paid by the
employer during the lockdown period shall qualify as CSR expense when no work has been carried
out by the employee.
If this kind of CSR expense shall be made admissible, then most of the companies will come
forward and get their employees vaccinated, pay their wages for no work days, get their Covid
treatment done and in turn this shall help society recover from this pandemic much fast. This shall
reduce the burden on state or central governments and will be able to benefit society at large.
This shall be good for the country as a whole and companies shall not only do all these
expenses for their own employees but for society at large as well to contribute in their own manner
towards country and their stakeholders. This would improve the conditions in the immediate
community.
We would like to request the Ministry of Corporate Affairs to kindly look into this and amend
the schedule VII Activities in a manner that any abnormal expenditure related to Covid-19 done by
the company for the benefit of their employees/ daily wagers shall become to qualify as the CSR
expenditure.
These expenditures should include
1. Paying salaries / wages for the employees or contractual labour during the lockdown period.
2. Any equipment/ medical purchase/hospital or any medical expenditure related to covid 19 for
employees or contractual labour.
3. Any other item purchased like sanitizers or medical testing kits for employees/contractual
workers.
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4. Providing food / shelter to employees/ contractual labour during lockdown period.
5. Vaccination cost of the employee/ contractual labour.
6. Buying oxygen cylinders/ refilling oxygen/ oxygen concentrators for employees/ contractual
labour.
7. Any other item or service or expense directly or ancillary for the benefit of the employee /
contractual labour to fight against covid 19 pandemic.
8. Setting of makeshift hospital or covid care facility for employees/ contractual workers.
These are testing time and all of us have to help each other to come out of this. Small gesture
of encouragement from your side in accepting our humble plea would give additional boost in
our effort in combating this pandemic.
Thanking you in positive anticipation.
Your faithfully,

R.N. Gupta
President
Builders’ Association of India
(Mob: 9810011139)

Copy to : Shri Tarun Bajaj, Revenue Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Room No. 128 A, North
Block, New Delhi – 110001 Email : rsecy@nic.in

